
EDUCATION, SCIENCE AND TRAINING 
 

SENATE LEGISLATION COMMITTEE - QUESTIONS ON NOTICE 
2005-2006 SUPPLEMENTARY ESTIMATES HEARING 

 
Outcome: 3 
Output Group: 3.2 – Assistance for science collaboration and innovation 

DEST Question No. E665_06 
 
Senator Wong asked on 2 November 2005, EWRE Hansard page 116 
 
Question:  
 
Research Quality Framework (RQF) 
 
Please provide on notice any correspondence from DEST to the ARC and the NHMRC, in 
which it is indicated that the RQF is intended to also apply to their processes. 
 
Answer: 
 
Research Quality Framework (RQF) 
 
On 22 December 2004, Dr Evan Arthur, Group Manager, Innovation & Research Systems 
Group in DEST wrote to the Chief Executive Officers of the Australian Research Council and 
the National Health & Medical Research Council setting out the terms and conditions of their 
membership on the Expert Advisory Group (EAG) for the development of the Research 
Quality Framework. The Terms include that the EAG members will: 
 

Comment on and advise the Department on models and measures of research quality 
(including in the area of research training) as well as research consultancies that support 
the development of the RQF, on, but not limited to, the following topics: 

 options for units of assessment for research quality assessment; 

 international experiences of implementing research quality assessments and 
options for international benchmarking; 

 options to ensure comparability of research quality assessment mechanisms 
within agreed units of assessment; 

 cost effective approaches to undertaking research quality assessment 
processes; and 

 advantages and drawbacks to linking research quality assessment in 
universities and PFRAs to research funds allocation. 

 
Copies of correspondence are attached. 
 
Documents that show the scope of the RQF are also attached.  
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Documents which show the scope of the RQF 
 
 Task Date 
 The BAA-BOFTSI Budget statement describes the RQF as 

including: 

Two frameworks for publicly funded research are to be developed in 
consultation with universities and publicly funded research 
agencies: a Research Quality Framework to measure the quality of 
research conducted in universities and publicly funded research 
agencies, as well as its benefits to the wider community; and a 
Research Accessibility Framework to ensure that information about 
research and how to access it is available to researchers and the 
wider community.  

May 2004 
Available on Innovation website: 
http://backingaus.innovation.gov.
au/2004/research/qual_pub_res.h
tm 
(see Attachment A) 

 The RQF Discussion Starter Document states that: 
Consultations will be concurrently undertaken with the wider range of publicly 
funded research agencies and research funding agencies, for example the 
Australian Research Council and the National Health and Medical Research 
Council. It is anticipated that the framework will be utilised by all government 
portfolios to assess the quality and impact of research funded by the 
Australian Government” as well as asking: 
• How would it be applied to research providers and different categories of 
research providers? 

Published in October 2004 
Available on RQF website: 
www.dest.gov/resqual/default.htm 

 Terms of Reference for EAG state: 
The Expert Advisory Group will support the development of the 
Research Quality Framework through provision of advice on 
processes and measures to assess the quality and impact of 
research in Australia’s universities and Publicly Funded 
Research Agencies (PFRAs) including: 

• international experiences of implementing research assessments 
and options for international benchmarking; 

• options to improve the comparability of quality assessment 
mechanisms across discipline areas;  

• cost effective approaches to undertaking research quality 
assessment processes; 

• advantages and drawbacks to linking quality assessment in 
universities and PRFAs to research funds allocation; and 

• appropriate processes for consultation with universities and 
PFRAs and other key stakeholders to progress consideration of a 
Research Quality Framework. 

2 December 2004 
Available on RQF website: 
www.dest.gov/resqual/default.htm 

 The RQF Issues Paper states that: 
“At a later stage, an RQF may be linked to other PFRAs”. The ARC and 
NHMRC are listed in Table 1, Appendix A. The text reads that: 
“In examining options for the broader applicability of an RQF, consideration 
will need to give to which Australian Government organisations constitute 
PFRAs.” 

Published in March 2005 
Available on RQF website: 
www.dest.gov/resqual/default.htm 
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ATTACHMENT A 
 

 




