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Senator Nettle provided in writing. 
 
Question:  
 
Minister’s estimates for unmet demand for student enrolments [in vocational education and 
training - VET] 
 
Answer:  
 
Unmet student demand for a VET place 
 
DEST has provided the following response. 
 
DEST does not separately maintain estimates of unmet student demand for enrolment in 
VET.  DEST relies on Australian Bureau of Statistics data. 
 
The survey of Education and Work (ABS series number 6227.0, conducted in May and 
findings published in December each year) includes a measure on unmet demand for 
vocational education and training places.  From the 2004 survey it is estimated that a total of 
45,500 persons were unable to gain a place on application to study vocational education and 
training in any institution, including 34,100 persons unable to gain a place on application to a 
TAFE.  This is down on the 55,400 in total and 45,900 in TAFE estimated from the 2003 
survey. 
 




