EDUCATION, SCIENCE AND TRAINING

SENATE LEGISLATION COMMITTEE - QUESTIONS ON NOTICE
2003-2004 SUPPLEMENTARY BUDGET ESTIMATES HEARING

Outcome: 2
Output Group: 2.2 — Assistance for New Apprenticeships

DEST Question No. E365_04
Senator Marshall asked on 5 November 2003.
Question:

(xxvii) Can the Department provide the details of funding allocated to and spent on National
Industry Skills Initiatives over the past three years. In each case who was the
funding actually paid to and what targets and key performance indicators were put in
place? What have been the deliverables?

(xxviii) Can the Department outline where any of the initiatives arising from the National
Industry Skills Initiatives have increased training places in areas of skill shortages
and actually reduced or alleviated skill shortages?

Answer:
National Industry Skills Initiatives Funding

(xxvii) See attached table.
(xxviii) The objectives of the National Industry Skills Initiative include:
- Increased awareness, particularly by young people, of career paths in the
industries involved;
- Increased understanding of the training system and engagement of employers
in creating training opportunities; and
- Development of new innovative training pathways.

Strategies developed by the Working Groups have helped shape industry recruitment,
skills recognition and training to redress existing and projected skills needs.

The National Industry Skills Initiative is one of a number of inter-related strategies to
help address skills shortages such as support for New Apprenticeships and the
inclusion of specific targets for New Apprenticeships in skill shortages area in the
ANTA Agreement. The overall result has been significant growth in New
Apprenticeships in most industry areas and additional training places in skill
shortages areas being provided by States and Territories.
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