
SQ10-000960

Senate Standing Committee on Education Employment and Workplace Relations

QUESTIONS ON NOTICE
Budget Estimates 2010-2011

Agency - Safe Work Australia

DEEWR Question No.EW0256_11

Senator Marshall asked on 1/06/2010, Hansard page 53.

Question

NUMBER OF COMMONWEALTH LAWS and REGULATIONS

CHAIR—If it is on the website, that is all right. Mr Hoy—Do you wish us to find out how many
state and territory and Commonwealth laws and regulations there are? Somebody will have
the number; it is just that we do not off the top of our heads. CHAIR—If that work is being
done already, it would be useful if you could give it to us, but I do not necessarily expect you
to go out and count every one. That work has probably been done by somebody, maybe the
same person who did your counting.

Answer

Safe Work Australia has provided the following response.

There are 22 principal Commonwealth, state and territory Acts and Regulations that deal
predominately withwork health and safety matters.

In addition to Acts and Regulations, other legislative instruments such as notices, codes of
practice and declarations cover work health and safety matters.

There are also many Acts and Regulations that regulate other sectors, industries or specific
hazards that may contain certain requirements relating to work health and safety matters. In
most cases, other portfolios are responsible for administrating this legislation. Examples of
this legislation include:

· Offshore Petroleum and Greenhouse Gas Storage Act 2006 (Cth)

· Transport Safety Investigation Act 2003 (Cth)

Examples of occupational health and safety related Acts and Regulations for the
Commonwealth, states and territories are provided as follows:

The Commonwealth

The Commonwealth has sixprincipaloccupational health and safety related Acts and
Regulations:

· Occupational Health and Safety Act1991

http://www.austlii.edu.au/au/legis/cth/consol_act/tsia2003374
http://www.austlii.edu.au/cgi-bin/disp.pl/au/legis/cth/consol_act/ohasa1991273/notes.html?query=occupational%20health%20and%20safety%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20
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· Occupational Health and Safety (Maritime Industry) Act 1993

· Occupational Health and Safety (Maritime Industry) Regulations 1995

· Occupational Health and Safety (Maritime Industry) (National Standards) Regulations
2003

· Occupational Health and Safety (Safety Arrangements) Regulations 1991

· Occupational Health and Safety (Safety Standards) Regulations 1994

New South Wales

New South Wales has two principal occupational health and safety related Acts and
Regulations:

· Occupational Health and Safety Act2000

· Occupational Health and SafetyRegulation2001

New South Wales also has legislation that regulates safety in particular industries or sectors
including:

· Coal Mine Health and Safety Act 2002

· Mine Health and Safety Act 2004

· Rail Safety Act 2008

· Coal Mine Health and Safety Regulation 2006

· Mine Health and Safety Regulation 2007

· Rail Safety (General) Regulation 2008

Victoria

Victoria hastwo principal occupational health and safety related Acts and Regulations:

· Occupational Health and Safety Act2004

· Occupational Health and Safety Regulations 2007

Victoria also has legislation that regulates safety particular in industries or sectors including:

· Dangerous Goods Act 1985

· Electricity  Safety Act 1998

· Mines Act 1958

· Rail Safety Act 2006

http://www.austlii.edu.au/au/legis/cth/consol_act/ohasia1993475
http://www.austlii.edu.au/au/legis/cth/consol_reg/ohasir1995584
http://www.austlii.edu.au/au/legis/cth/consol_reg/ohasisr2003753
http://www.austlii.edu.au/au/legis/cth/consol_reg/ohasisr2003753
http://www.austlii.edu.au/au/legis/cth/consol_reg/ohasar1991575
http://www.austlii.edu.au/cgi-bin/disp.pl/au/legis/cth/consol_reg/ohassr1994543/s12.22.html?query=occupational%20health%20and%20safety%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20
http://www.austlii.edu.au/au/legis/nsw/consol_act/ohasa2000273
http://www.austlii.edu.au/au/legis/nsw/consol_reg/ohasr2001364
http://www.austlii.edu.au/au/legis/nsw/consol_act/cmhasa2002219
http://www.austlii.edu.au/au/legis/nsw/consol_act/mhasa2004192
http://www.austlii.edu.au/au/legis/nsw/consol_act/rsa2008127
http://www.austlii.edu.au/au/legis/nsw/consol_reg/cmhasr2006310
http://www.austlii.edu.au/au/legis/nsw/consol_reg/mhasr2007283
http://www.austlii.edu.au/au/legis/nsw/consol_reg/rsr2008273
http://www.austlii.edu.au/au/legis/vic/consol_act/ohasa2004273
http://www.austlii.edu.au/au/legis/vic/consol_reg/ohasr2007382
http://www.legislation.vic.gov.au/
http://www.austlii.edu.au/au/legis/vic/consol_act/esa1998209
http://www.legislation.vic.gov.au/
http://www.austlii.edu.au/au/legis/vic/consol_act/rsa2006127
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· Dangerous Goods (Storage and Handling) Regulations 2000

· Electricity Safety (Management) Regulations 2009

· Rail Safety Regulations 2006

Queensland

Queensland has two principal occupational health and safety related Acts and Regulations:

· Workplace Health and Safety Act 1995

· Workplace Health and Safety Regulation 2008

Queensland also has legislation that regulates safety in particular industries or sectors
including:

· Coal Mining Safety and Health Act 1999

· Dangerous Goods Safety Management Act 2001

· Electrical Safety Act 2002

· Maritime Safety Queensland Act 2002

· Mining and Quarrying Safety and Health Act 1999

· Coal Mining Safety and Health Regulation 2001

· Dangerous Goods Safety Management Regulation 2001

· Electrical Safety Regulation 2002

· Maritime Safety Queensland Regulation 2002

· Mining and Quarrying Safety and Health Regulation 2001

Western Australia

Western Australia has two principal occupational health and safety related Acts and
Regulations:

· Occupational Safety and Health Act 1984

· Occupational Safety and Health Regulations 1996

Western Australia also has legislation that regulates safety in particular industries or sectors
including:

· Dangerous Goods Safety Act 2004

· Mines Safety and Inspection Act 1994

http://www.austlii.edu.au/au/legis/vic/consol_reg/dgahr2000435
http://www.austlii.edu.au/au/legis/vic/consol_reg/esr2009401
http://www.austlii.edu.au/au/legis/vic/consol_reg/rsr2006236
http://www.austlii.edu.au/au/legis/qld/consol_act/whasa1995250
http://www.austlii.edu.au/au/legis/qld/consol_reg/whasr2008341
http://www.austlii.edu.au/au/legis/qld/consol_act/cmsaha1999242
http://www.austlii.edu.au/au/legis/qld/consol_act/dgsma2001324
http://www.austlii.edu.au/au/legis/qld/consol_act/esa2002169
http://www.austlii.edu.au/au/legis/qld/consol_act/msqa2002273
http://www.austlii.edu.au/au/legis/qld/consol_act/maqsaha1999352
http://www.austlii.edu.au/au/legis/qld/consol_reg/cmsahr2001333
http://www.austlii.edu.au/au/legis/qld/consol_reg/dgsmr2001415
http://www.austlii.edu.au/au/legis/qld/consol_reg/esr2002260
http://www.austlii.edu.au/au/legis/qld/consol_reg/msqr2002364
http://www.austlii.edu.au/au/legis/qld/consol_reg/maqsahr2001443
http://www.austlii.edu.au/au/legis/wa/consol_act/osaha1984273
http://www.austlii.edu.au/au/legis/wa/consol_reg/osahr1996382
http://www.austlii.edu.au/au/legis/wa/consol_act/dgsa2004241
http://www.austlii.edu.au/au/legis/wa/consol_act/msaia1994276
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· Rail Safety Act 1998

· Dangerous Goods Safety (General) Regulations 2007

· Mines Safety and Inspection Regulations 1995

· Rail Safety Regulations 1999

South Australia

South Australia has two principal occupational health and safety related Acts and
Regulations:

· Occupational Health, Safety and Welfare Act 1986

· Occupational Health, Safety and Welfare Regulations 1995

South Australia also has legislation that regulates safety in particular industries or sectors
including:

· Dangerous Substances Act 1979

· Rail Safety Act 2007

· Dangerous Substances Regulations 2002

· Rail Safety (General) Regulations 2008

Tasmania

Tasmania has two principal occupational health and safety related Acts and Regulations:

· Workplace Health and Safety Act 1995

· Workplace Health and Safety Regulations 1998

Tasmania also has legislation that regulates safety in particular industries or sectors
including:

· Electricity Industry Safety and Administration Act 1997

· Marine and Safety Authority Act 1997

· Rail Safety Act 2009

· Electricity Industry Safety and Administration (Energy Efficiency) Regulations 2009

· Marine and Safety (Safe Operation) Regulations 2003

· Marine and Safety (Safety Manning) Regulations 2007

· Rail Safety Regulations 1999

http://www.austlii.edu.au/au/legis/wa/consol_act/rsa1998127
http://www.austlii.edu.au/au/legis/wa/consol_reg/dgsr2007405
http://www.austlii.edu.au/au/legis/wa/consol_reg/msair1995385
http://www.austlii.edu.au/au/legis/wa/consol_reg/rsr1999236
http://www.austlii.edu.au/au/legis/sa/consol_act/ohsawa1986336
http://www.austlii.edu.au/au/legis/sa/consol_reg/ohsawr1995445
http://www.austlii.edu.au/au/legis/sa/consol_act/dsa1979229
http://www.austlii.edu.au/au/legis/sa/consol_act/rsa2007127
http://www.austlii.edu.au/au/legis/sa/consol_reg/dsr2002338
http://www.austlii.edu.au/au/legis/sa/consol_reg/rsr2008291
http://www.austlii.edu.au/au/legis/tas/consol_act/whasa1995250
http://www.austlii.edu.au/au/legis/tas/consol_reg/whasr1998359
http://www.austlii.edu.au/au/legis/tas/consol_act/eisaaa1997499
http://www.austlii.edu.au/au/legis/tas/consol_act/masaa1997289
http://www.austlii.edu.au/au/legis/tas/consol_act/rsa2009127
http://www.austlii.edu.au/au/legis/tas/consol_reg/eisaaer2009751
http://www.austlii.edu.au/au/legis/tas/consol_reg/masor2003401
http://www.austlii.edu.au/au/legis/tas/consol_reg/masmr2007405
http://www.austlii.edu.au/au/legis/tas/consol_reg/rsr1999236
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Australian Capital Territory

The Australian Capital Territory has two principal occupational health and safety related Acts
and Regulations:

· Work Safety Act 2008

· Work Safety Regulation 2009

The Australian Capital Territory also has legislation that regulates safety in particular
industries or sectors including:

· Dangerous Substances Act 2004

· Electricity Safety Act 1971

· Dangerous Goods (Road Transport) Regulation 2010

· Dangerous Substances (Explosives) Regulation 2004

· Dangerous Substances (General) Regulation 2004

· Electricity Safety Regulation 2004

Northern Territory

Northern Territory has two principal occupational health and safety related Acts and
Regulations.

· Workplace Health and Safety Act

· Workplace Health and Safety Regulations

Northern Territory also has legislation that regulates safety in particular industries or sectors
including:

· Dangerous Goods (Road and Rail Transport) Act

· Electricity Reform Act

· Northern Territory Rail Safety Act

· Dangerous Goods (Road and Rail Transport) Regulations

· Electricity Reform (Safety and Technical) Regulations

· Northern Territory Rail Safety Regulations

http://www.austlii.edu.au/au/legis/act/consol_act/wsa2008154
http://www.austlii.edu.au/au/legis/act/consol_reg/wsr2009245
http://www.austlii.edu.au/au/legis/act/consol_act/dsa2004229
http://www.austlii.edu.au/au/legis/act/consol_act/esa1971209
http://www.austlii.edu.au/au/legis/act/consol_reg/dgtr2010428
http://www.austlii.edu.au/au/legis/act/consol_reg/dsr2004456
http://www.austlii.edu.au/au/legis/act/consol_reg/dsr2004375
http://www.austlii.edu.au/au/legis/act/consol_reg/esr2004300
http://www.austlii.edu.au/au/legis/nt/consol_act/whasa250
http://www.austlii.edu.au/au/legis/nt/consol_reg/whasr359
http://www.austlii.edu.au/au/legis/nt/consol_act/dgarta389
http://www.austlii.edu.au/au/legis/nt/consol_act/ntrsa370
http://www.austlii.edu.au/au/legis/nt/consol_reg/dgartr498
http://www.austlii.edu.au/au/legis/nt/consol_reg/eratr469
http://www.austlii.edu.au/au/legis/nt/consol_reg/ntrsr479

