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DEST Question No.  E135_08 
 
Senator Stott Despoja provided in writing. 
 
Question: 
 
1. What does the Department make of reports from the accounting industry that there is a 

shortage of qualified accountants?   
 
2. Did the Government conduct any testing in this area before making this decision? 
 
Answer: 
 
Qualified Accountants 
 
1. The shortage of accountants is reflected in the Migration Occupations in Demand List 

published by the Department of Employment and Workplace Relations. 
 
2. No separate labour market research or testing was conducted in conjunction with the 

relevant Budget measure. 




