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DEST Question No. E309_04 
 
Senator Harradine asked on 5 June 2003    
 
 
Question:  
 
Given the important impact of research on regional universities and communities, what is the 
Department doing to assist regional universities in undertaking research and maintaining and 
expanding their research capability? 
 
 
Answer:  
 
Regional Universities � Assistance for Research 
 
Under the Knowledge and Innovation framework, there is support for research undertaken by 
regional universities through a regional package which assists universities to develop 
regional connections, foster a shift towards a more entrepreneurial framework, concentrate 
research activity into areas of strength, and assist institutions to take advantage of 
opportunities presented through new fields of research.  DEST administers a key element of 
this package, by which regional universities are supported by a fund worth $6 million over a 
transitional period between 2002 and 2004, to ensure that no regional university suffers a 
deterioration in its research funding, from its starting position, through the introduction of the 
Knowledge and Innovation reforms.  Eligible universities are: 
 

• Charles Sturt University 
• Southern Cross University 
• The University of New England 
• The University of Newcastle 
• University of Wollongong 
• Deakin University 
• La Trobe University 
• University of Ballarat 
• Central Queensland University 
• James Cook University 
• University of Southern Queensland 
• University of Tasmania 
• Northern Territory University 
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