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Question:

Please provide a table showing Tasmanian year 12 retention rates, comparing these rates
with the rates of other Australian States and Territories.

Answer:

The year 12 retention rates as calculated by the Australian Bureau of Statistics are set out
below, together with appropriate footnotes.

AUSTRALIAN BUREAU OF STATISTICS
CAT. NO. 4221.0 SCHOOLS AUSTRALIA, 2002

TABLE 50. APPARENT RETENTION RATES OF SECONDARY STUDENTS(a), from Year 7/8 TO Year 12

AUSTRALIA

NS AC Male Person

W Vic. Qld SA WA Tas. NT T S Females S

% % % % % % % % % % %
1996 67.7 753 76,5 684 707 531 410 91.3 65.9 77.0 71.3
1997 672 763 779 669 716 586 420 916 66.2 77.8 71.8
1998 672 759 773 66.7 711 621 429 91.0 65.9 77.7 71.6
1999 67.6 762 775 67.0 715 66.7 529 925 66.4 78.5 72.3
2000 675 772 773 654 713 695 49.7 87.1 66.1 78.7 72.3
2001 68.2 793 79.0 664 720 687 509 893 68.1 79.1 73.4
2002
All schools 69.9 809 813 66.7 73.7 726 53.0 88.1 69.8 80.7 75.1
Government 63.8 744 765 569 69.0 729 63.1 987 64.0 75.3 69.5
Non-government 824 917 906 86.7 831 71.8 341 74.0 81.2 90.7 85.9

(a) Full-time students only.



AUSTRALIAN BUREAU OF STATISTICS

CAT. NO. 4221.0 SCHOOLS AUSTRALIA, 2002

TABLE 51. APPARENT RETENTION RATES OF SECONDARY STUDENTS(a), from Year 10 TO Year 12

AUSTRALIA

Male Person

Nsw Vic.  Qld SA WA Tas. NT ACT S Females S

% % % % % % % % % % %

1996 701 789 765 716 711 542 558 926 68.6 78.7 73.6

1997 702 799 779 71.0 728 607 628 920 69.3 79.9 74.5

1998 69.8 791 777 712 718 642 604 925 68.9 79.4 741

1999 70.0 787 783 714 715 689 647 925 68.9 79.9 74.4

2000 69.8 79.7 787 695 716 716 622 887 69.0 80.0 74 .4

2001 703 816 797 696 719 705 649 933 70.8 80.1 75.4
2002

All Schools 724 829 811 706 739 750 66.2 89.8 72.4 81.7 77.0

Government 674 775 765 619 697 753 731 101 67.1 77.5 72.2

Non-government 821 915 898 869 821 741 498 752 82.4 89.3 85.9

(a) Full-time students only.

Apparent retention rate

This is the number of full-time school students in a designated level/year of
education expressed as a percentage of their respective cohort group (which is
either at the commencement of their secondary schooling or Year 10). In this
publication, apparent retention rates are generally calculated for full-time school
students who continued to Year 12 of secondary schooling. A separate
comparison has been included for retention rates for Indigenous and
non-Indigenous school students who continued to Years 9, 10, 11 or 12.

See Explanatory Notes, paragraph 16 for details of how apparent retention
rates are calculated.

To calculate the apparent retention rate at the Australia level (as shown in table 11), the total number of full-time students
in Year 12 in 2002 is divided by the number of full-time students in the base year, which is Year 7 in NSW, Victoria (Vic.),
Tas. and the ACT in 1997 and Year 8 in QId, SA, WA and the NT in 1998 (since those years represent the commencement
of the secondary school system in the respective state or territory). The resultant figure is converted to a percentage.

In tables 12 and 13 the base year becomes Year 10 and the retention year remains at Year 12. In table 14 the base year is
Year 7/8 but the retention years are Years 9, 10, 11 and 12.

Care should be exercised in the interpretation of apparent retention rates as the method of calculation does not

take into account a range of factors. At the Australia level these include students repeating a year of education,

migration and other net changes to the school population. At lower levels of disaggregation, additional factors affecting

the data, such as enrolment policies (which contribute to different age/grade structures between states

and territories), inter-sector transfer and interstate movements of students, have not been taken into account. Particularly in
small jurisdictions, relatively small changes in student numbers can create apparently large movements in retention rates.

Part-time students are currently excluded from apparent retention rates; the effect of this exclusion varies between states and territories.
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