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Question Number:   W815-06 
 
Question: 
 
Senator Siewert asked in writing: 
 
Under what circumstances if any is it appropriate for counsel to be forcefully removed 
from a hearing? 
 
Answer: 
 

• It is an offence to obstruct or hinder a Commonwealth public official. 
 
• If a person refused to leave a private hearing being conducted by the ABCC 

when directed to do so, they would commit an offence against the Criminal 
Code. 




