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DEST Question No. E774_05 
 
Senator Carr provided in writing. 
 
Question:  
 
Why has the progress rate for Indigenous higher education students remained static since 
1995, and why did it fall between 1995 and 1999 from 68% to 65%? 
 
Answer:  
 
Indigenous higher education students 
 
The Indigenous student progress rate has shown only small variations over the period 1995 -
2002, the non-Indigenous student progress rate has varied even less and there are no 
discernable trends.   
 
The slightly greater variation in the Indigenous data may reflect the small size of the Indigenous 
student population compared to the non-Indigenous population. 
 
DEST cannot provide definitive reasons for the lack of change or any variation in the Indigenous 
student progress rate from 1995.   
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