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Senator LUDLAM—Okay. I have got a couple of issues I would like to raise. I have not raised 
with ANSTO before the issue reported in the press about a release of radioactive xenon-133 from 
the facility when I think it was being commissioned. I just wonder if you could provide us with a 
quick background of that event, and particularly for some of the material that ANSTO provided—
and thank you for providing some information so quickly on receipt of my letter. You provided a 
table of monthly discharges of radioxenon between November 2008 and February 2009. What I am 
seeking would be something more like real-time monitoring reports that would actually show us 
that spike, rather than something smoothed out across a whole month. 
Dr Storr—That information is available on ANSTO’s website. If you go to the website you will be 
able to find real-time monitoring data for discharges. 
Senator LUDLAM—Okay, so if we go to the dates when it was alleged in the newspapers that 
those releases occurred, that will actually show us the xenon spike that was detected in Melbourne? 
Dr Storr—I will have to check that it goes back that far. 
Senator LUDLAM—Well, it is not that long ago—only two years. 
Dr Storr—I will take it on notice. 
Senator LUDLAM—Okay. If it is not there could you undertake to provide us with that please? 
 
 
ANSWER 
 
Real-time Environmental Radiation Monitoring from a monitoring station located in Engadine, 
3 km south-east of Lucas Heights in New South Wales, has been available on ANSTO’s website 
since November 2007. The link to the Radiation Monitoring page is as follows:   
http://www.ansto.gov.au/discovering_ansto/what_does_ansto_do/live_weather_and_pollution_data/
environment_radiation_monitoring  The information on the page is updated at half hour intervals 
and at this stage the page does not display historical data.  
 
Real-time monitoring is not available from the International Monitoring Station in Melbourne, 
which is operated by the Australian Radiation Protection and Nuclear Safety Agency (ARPANSA). 
However, historical data on the releases of xenon are publically available in an article in the Journal 
of Environmental Radioactivity 101 (2010) pages 353-361, which was co-authored by ARPANSA, 
ANSTO and their counterparts at the Vienna University of Technology. A copy of the article titled 
Evaluation of Radioxenon releases in Australia using Atmospheric Dispersion Modelling Tools is 
attached to this response (Attachment A). A graph showing the spikes in the detection of the xenon 
is on page 359 of the article. 

http://www.ansto.gov.au/discovering_ansto/what_does_ansto_do/live_weather_and_pollution_data/environment_radiation_monitoring
http://www.ansto.gov.au/discovering_ansto/what_does_ansto_do/live_weather_and_pollution_data/environment_radiation_monitoring
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