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Senator ABETZ—Thank you. I was going to ask a few questions on the TCF review, 
but I think we can delay them. I was going to ask the minister whether he agrees with 
Professor Green’s implicit assertion that the Australian farmers who use mulesing or 
intensive techniques are unethical, but I note that the minister at the table has already 
been asked that from an agricultural perspective. If I might say, you gave a very sound 
answer, Senator Sherry. 
Senator Sherry—It was a very succinct answer. 
Senator ABETZ—It is rare that I am able to make that comment about your answers, 
but I was interested to see whether Senator Carr had a different view of life. I will not 
invite you to take that on notice. 
Senator Sherry—Can I just ask why you were going to raise mulesing here with 
Senator Carr? I am glad it does not have a Latin name. 
Senator ABETZ—Because it came up in the textile review that was undertaken by 
Professor Green. There is some method to my madness, Senator Sherry. 
Senator Sherry—I see the linkage. I will take it on notice…  
 
ANSWER 
 
The Minister does not agree that Professor Green has made an "implicit assertion that 
the Australian farmers who use mulesing or intensive techniques are unethical". 
 
 




