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Senator JOYCE: What is your role in the education side of the solar flagships? What exactly are
we doing with the $100 million? What is the actual role?

Ms McLaughlin: We are funding research infrastructure.

Senator JOYCE: How many staff?

Ms McLaughlin: I could not answer that. I could take it on notice. We are not funding research
itself. We are not funding researchers. The education investment fund is funding for the creation
and development of infrastructure that will sit, in the case of Solar Dawn, at the Chinchilla site that
will enable research to be conducted that is being funded by the University of Queensland and
others.

ANSWER

The Department of Resources, Energy and Tourism administers the Solar Flagships Program. The
Solar Flagships Program supports the construction and demonstration of large-scale, grid connected
solar power stations in Australia.

The Department of Industry, Innovation, Science, Research and Tertiary Education administers the
Education Investment Fund (EIF).

$200 million from the Education Investment Fund (EIF) has been allocated to support research
infrastructure associated with the successful Solar Flagships projects.

The Solar Dawn Research Infrastructure Project plan provided by the University of Queensland,
estimates that over 20 research students and 10 post-doctoral scientists will be involved in the
project annually.



