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Question: bet 39(ACCC) 

 

Topic:   Acts Interpretation Act - Exemptions 

 

Hansard Page: E27 

 
Senator O’BRIEN asked: 
 

 
 
Answer: 
 
Section 33(3) of the Acts Interpretation Act permits a decision maker, such as the 
ACCC, to vary or revoke an instrument. An “instrument” includes an exemption 
determination or order under sections 152AS, ASA, AT or ATA of the Trade 
Practices Act. However, section 33(3) requires that the power to vary or revoke the 
instrument be exercised in ‘a like manner’ and be subject to the same ‘conditions’ as 
the original power that was relied on to make the instrument. 
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Therefore, before the ACCC may vary or revoke an exemption order, the ACCC must 
consult on the proposed variation or revocation, if the ACCC is of the opinion that the 
decision is likely to have a material effect on the interests of a person. The ACCC 
must also be satisfied that varying or revoking the exemption order will promote the 
long term interests of end-users. 
 
 
  
 

 




