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ABS — Average Response Times to Complete a Census
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Estimates of the time required to complete the census form were obtained in the lead
up to the 2001 Census, during the Census Major Test held in September 1999. The
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results are shown in the table below.
Number of Persons in Dwelling
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 Average
Total
Average time
taken in 17.7 20.6 239 214 26.5 27.0 273 21.8
minutes

Estimates have also been obtained in the lead up to the 2006 Census, during the
Census Major Test held in August 2004. The results are shown in the table below.
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Number of Persons in Dwelling
1 2 3 4 5 6 Average
Total
Average time
taken in 17.7 223 26.2 27.7 29.6 27.6 22.9
minutes

The Major Test forms did not contain the full range of questions that will be asked in
the 2006 Census as the content was only finalised earlier this year.

Further testing of the time taken to complete the form is planned for the Census Dress
Rehearsal, which will be held in August 2005. This is the first time the full set of
questions for 2006 will be combined in a field test.






