AGENCY/DEPARTMENT:
DEPARTMENT OF INDUSTRY, TOURISM AND RESOURCES

OUTCOME/OUTPUT:

OUTCOME 1, Output 1.3

TOPIC:

THEFT OF MATERIAL FROM THE AUSTRALIAN GOVERNMENT ANALYTICAL LABORATORIES

REFERENCE:



HANSARD 03/06/02, PAGE/S E31

QUESTION:

Senator Lundy asked about:

Can you provide the Committee with a copy of the written report provided to ASDA in relation to the theft of material from the Australian Government Analytical Laboratories?  (p.31)

ANSWER:

A copy of the report is attached.

QUESTION:

Senator Lundy asked about:

Are you in a position to recover some of the costs (relating to the replacement of stolen reference samples and staff time required to work on those materials) from the insurance claim?  (pE31)

ANSWER:

Yes.  AGAL has lodged a claim to recover costs with its insurer, Comcover.

Attachment

Report to Australian Sports Drug Agency (ASDA) regarding the theft of ASDA material from Australian Government  Analytical Laboratories (AGAL)

The following report separately addresses each point raised in correspondence from ASDA concerning the theft of their material from the AGAL premises at Pymble NSW.

· A complete inventory of samples which were stolen (either in part or whole), including sample codes

A refrigerator stolen from the Australian Sports Drug Testing Laboratory (ASDTL) section of AGAL was used as holding storage for those portions of urine samples subject to analyses.  Accordingly the majority of material stored in the refrigerator was only there for short periods and regularly refreshed.  AGAL is therefore unable to advise the sample numbers of the part samples that were stolen.

The refrigerator also contained four unopened samples (code numbers previously supplied).  These were subsequently recovered, with the bottle seals intact, when the refrigerator was found four days later by the NSW Police Service.

· Specific details of the computer equipment stolen, including stored data and the primary use of this  particular computer prior to theft
The stolen computer comprised the CPU, screen, mouse and keyboard which was primarily used for e-mail, intranet/internet and word processing.  It was not used to store data as all storage is maintained on the AGAL NSW server.

· The security arrangements for the receipt and storage of samples, including the process used for the receipt of four samples late on Friday the 24th of May and their subsequent storage in the stolen fridge

The security arrangements for the receipt and storage of samples are as follows: Samples arriving at the laboratory are immediately removed from their courier pouch with the paperwork checked and filed.  The samples are then stored in a refrigerator or freezer within the ASDTL.  The four samples stolen with the refrigerator went through this protocol and were refrigerated pending processing on the next working day.

· Insight as to why this fridge was targeted (given there are a number of similar fridges in the ASDTL lab), including who would know that this fridge was used for this particular purpose

It is not appropriate for AGAL to respond to this question.

· Assessment of impact of losses on the Drugs In Sport testing program

The impact of the losses on the Drugs In Sport testing program has been negligible.

· Immediate advice pertaining to the corrective actions AGAL have taken with respect to security arrangements

AGAL has enlisted 24hr security at the premises and is in the process of conducting a comprehensive security review.
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HANSARD 03/06/02, PAGE/S E31-32

AGENCY/DEPARTMENT:
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OUTCOME 1, Output 1.2

TOPIC:

KNOWLEDGE ECONOMY-RELATED REPORTS

REFERENCE:



HANSARD 03/06/02, PAGE/S E35

QUESTION:

Senator Lundy asked about:

Could you take on notice providing a list of all reports from over the last three years that could conceivably come under the description of being related to the knowledge economy and identify the recommendations in those reports and the government responses, or the timing of expected government responses, to those recommendations?  (pE35)

ANSWER:

Reports relating to the knowledge economy, provided by the former Knowledge Based Economy Branch of the Department over the last three years, are listed below.  All of these are issues papers and contain no recommendations.

1999

· Measuring the Knowledge-Based Economy - How does Australia compare? (June 1999)

· Department of Industry Science and Resources Submission to Intellectual Property Review (November 1999)

2000

· Knowledge-Based Activities: Selected Indicators (February 2000)

· Programs Promoting the Knowledge-Based Economy (revised February 2000)

· Conceptual Paper on the Knowledge-Based Economy (revised March 2000)

· Towards KBEs: preconditions and assessments (November 2000)

2001

· Australia's Challenge: The Knowledge-Based Economy (March 2001)

· Key Australian Policies to Promote a Modern Economy (last updated May 2001)

· Policies for a knowledge-based economy: Some relevant studies (June 2001)

· The knowledge-based economy and economic growth: theory and empirical evidence (June 2001)

· Invisible Value: The Case for Measuring and Reporting Intellectual Capital (July 2001)

· Preconditions for a Knowledge-based Economy (July 2001)

· Issues for Australian Business in the Modern Economy: A report of some industry consultations (August 2001)

2002

· New Economy case study: An Australian bank adapts to deregulation and information technology (February 2002)

· Social Impacts of the New Economy (March 2002)

· The Internet's Impact on Global Supply Chains - the opportunities and challenges for Australian industry (March 2002)

AGENCY/DEPARTMENT:
DEPARTMENT OF INDUSTRY, TOURISM AND RESOURCES
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OUTCOME 1, Output 1.2

TOPIC:

CONSOLIDATED REPORT ON THE IMPACT OF GLOBAL SUPPLY CHAINS ON INDUSTRY COMPETITIVENESS

REFERENCE:



HANSARD 03/06/02, PAGE/S E35

QUESTION:

Senator Lundy asked about:

Can you provide the Committee with a copy of the consolidated report on three recent studies on global supply chains and the recommendations?  (p.35)

ANSWER:

The Department expects to be able to provide the consolidated report with recommendations by the end of 2002.

AGENCY/DEPARTMENT:
DEPARTMENT OF INDUSTRY, TOURISM AND RESOURCES
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OUTCOME 1, Output 1.2

TOPIC:
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REFERENCE:



HANSARD 03/06/02, PAGE/S E35-37

QUESTION:

Senator Lundy asked about:

Can you provide more detail on the work of ISONET in promoting the accessibility of global markets by Australian producers, suppliers, services and products?  (pp.35‑37)

ANSWER:

The Small Business Package, released in September 2001 committed $9.2 million over three years for a range of measures to boost access of small and medium enterprises (SMEs) to major projects, including enhanced funding for ISONET and the Supplier Access to Major Projects (SAMP) Program.  ISONET and SAMP funding is focussed on activities that facilitate Australian industry, including SMEs, to gain better access to major projects and to global supply chains.

The SAMP Program is funded by the Department of Industry, Tourism and Resources and is administered by ISONET on the Department's behalf.  The Program provides funds for technical specialists to work directly with project developers to identify potential Australian suppliers for major projects.  Since the SAMP Program commenced in 1997-98, the Program has resulted in Australian industry securing over $700 million in contracts that might otherwise have gone overseas.

Under SAMP, project proposals are sought where potential exists to increase the level of Australian industry participation in major projects.  Priority is given to projects that facilitate participation by Australian industry in global supply chains and which demonstrate the development of partnerships or alliances between Australian companies.

SAMP has been a very successful Program.  One of the projects that commenced in 2000, the Victorian Metropolitan Tram and Train Project, had previously indicated its intention to source inputs from Siemens, a European manufacturer.  After a successful trade mission by Australian executives, Siemens announced it would use Australian companies to supply a number of the key components for the trams and trains.  There is now potential for significant contracts being obtained in the future.

Specific projects where access to global supply has been facilitated by ISONET or where potential exists for this to occur include:

· The Protech Steel Mill project at Kooragang Island, Newcastle, valued at approximately $500 million.

· The Mulwala Redevelopment Project at Benalla, NSW, valued at an estimated at $200 million.

· The Comalco Alumina Refinery in Queensland, valued at $1.4 billion.

· The Stanwell Magnesium Plant in Queensland, valued at $1.3 billion.

· The Regional Fast Rail Project in Victoria, valued at $410 million.
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REFERENCE:



HANSARD 03/06/02, PAGE/S E37

QUESTION:

Senator Lundy asked:

In relation to recommendations outlined in the Spatial Information Industry Action Agenda…“Could you take on notice to provide the committee, listed against each of those recommendations, action to date and action planned with time frames and as much detail as is possible about the implementation of the particular action planned?”  (p.37)

ANSWER:

The Spatial Information Industry Action Agenda was announced on 24 May 2000, and launched on 25 September 2001.  The Action Agenda “Positioning for Growth” report identified challenges facing the industry, and through five strategy directives, sought to develop and reposition the spatial information industry over the next 5 to 10 years.  A range of initiatives have been endorsed by industry and the Commonwealth Government, including the Spatial Information Industry Action Agenda report, Positioning for Growth; the formation of the Australian Spatial Information Business Association (ASIBA); the provision of free access to on-line government-held fundamental spatial data; and the merger of AGSO-Geoscience Australia and AUSLIG, under Geoscience Australia.

On 1 May 2002, the Commonwealth Government established a Joint Steering Committee to oversee implementation of the Action Agenda, and to identify priorities and to pursue objectives outlined in the report, or identified throughout the implementation phase.  The Steering Committee comprises industry, State and Territory and Commonwealth Government representatives, and is developing a 2‑year work plan to implement the Action Agenda. 

Industry has primary responsibility for implementation of the Action Agenda recommendations; ASIBA or the Spatial Sciences Coalition (SSC) are involved in implementing 37 of the 45 recommendations.

The status of the 45 Action Agenda recommendations (within the five strategic directives) are indicated in the following table.  A legend of acronyms has also been appended.  Five actions have been successfully completed, 38 actions are on ongoing, and two actions have yet to be commenced by ASIBA and SSC.

AGENCY/DEPARTMENT:
DEPARTMENT OF INDUSTRY, TOURISM AND RESOURCES

OUTCOME/OUTPUT:

OUTCOME 1, Output 1.1

TOPIC:
RENEWABLE ENERGY EQUITY FUND

REFERENCE:



HANSARD 03/06/02, PAGE/S E52

QUESTION:

Senator Lundy asked about:

Is there currently underway an interim review or report into the Renewable Energy Equity Fund?  (p.52)

ANSWER:

No.

AGENCY/DEPARTMENT:
DEPARTMENT OF INDUSTRY, TOURISM AND RESOURCES

OUTCOME/OUTPUT:

OUTCOME 1, Output 1.2

TOPIC:

CHANGES TO TAX ARRANGEMENTS FOR QUALIFYING INVESTMENTS FOR VENTURE CAPITAL

REFERENCE:



HANSARD 03/06/02, PAGE/S E52‑53

QUESTION:

Senator Lundy asked about:

In relation to the changes to the tax arrangements for qualifying investments for venture capital.  What is the process for expanding the list of countries where qualifying investment funds could come from, that get that tax advantage?  Would that require legislative change?”  I would like to know what the formal process is to expand that list to a greater number of qualifying countries and what tests Treasury are requiring to be imposed as far as integrity of the tax system of qualifying countries is concerned.  (pp.52‑53)

ANSWER:

The relevant legislation has not yet been finalised.  It is expected that the legislation will be introduced into Parliament during the Spring sittings.  Further advice on provisions for expanding the list of eligible countries will be provided as soon as possible.

AGENCY/DEPARTMENT:
DEPARTMENT OF INDUSTRY, TOURISM AND RESOURCES

OUTCOME/OUTPUT:

OUTCOME 2, Outputs 2.1 and 2.2

TOPIC:

PRE-SEED FUND – ICT CENTRE OF EXCELLENCE

REFERENCE:



HANSARD 03/06/02, PAGE/S E55-56

QUESTION:

Senator Lundy asked about:

Will the ICT Centre of Excellence be eligible to access funding under the Pre-seed Fund arrangements?  (pp.55‑56)

ANSWER:

The eligibility of the ICT Centre of Excellence for assistance under the Pre-Seed Fund will not be clear until the Government’s negotiations with the preferred applicant are finalised.  At this point in time the Centre’s legal and ownership structure has not been settled.  The National Office of the Information Economy (NOIE) has advised that they anticipate that these details will be finalised during July.  Subject to the finalisation of the ownership structure, the Centre may be able to apply for assistance under the Pre-Seed Fund.
AGENCY/DEPARTMENT:
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OUTCOME 1, Output 1.2

TOPIC:

VENTURE CAPITAL MONEY EXPENDED AS A RESULT OF CHANGES TO THE CAPITAL GAINS TAX

REFERENCE:



HANSARD 03/06/02, PAGE/S E85-86

QUESTION:

Senator Lundy asked:

“I asked questions earlier about the amount of venture capital money expended as a result of the first round of changes to the capital gains tax.  In answers to questions on notice, it was said that there was some $10.7 million spent on one investment.  I put on notice that I would like to know the name of the company that made that investment and what the investment was.”  (pp.85‑86)

ANSWER:

Twenty one registered Venture Capital Entities (VCEs) jointly invested in one qualifying investee business in the coal mining industry. The total value of the investment by the VCEs was $10.7 million.  These VCEs qualify for the capital gains tax concession for eligible foreign pension funds implemented by amendment to the Pooled Development Funds Act and the Income Tax Assessment Act on 10 December 1999.  The entities that invested in the business were:

· Alaska State Pension Investment Board

· Brinson Partnership Fund Trust - 1998 Primary Fund

· California State Teachers' Retirement System

· Colorado Fire and Police Pension Association

· Delta Air Lines Benefit Trust

· EDS Retirement Plan Trust

· GTE Investment Management Corporation

· Hawaii State Employeess' Retirement System

· Houston Police Officers Pension System

· Illinois Municipal Retirement Fund

· Los Angeles Board of Pensions Commissioners

· Massachusetts Pension Reserves Investment Management Board

· Minnesota State Board of Investment

· Orange County Employees Retirement System

· Rhode Island Employees' Retirement System

· San Fransico City & County of Employees' Retirement System

· State Universities Retirement System

· United Airlines, Inc. Group Investment Trust

· Utah Retirement Systems

· Virginia Retirement System

· Washington State Investment Board

