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QUESTION:

Senator Lundy asked:

“…in real terms, given the foreign currency impact and the advertising inflation impact, how does the ATC’s budget today compare with its budget four years ago as far as purchasing power goes?”  (p.100)

ANSWER:

In 1998‑99 the Commission received an appropriation of $88.7 million, in 2001‑02 the appropriation was $97.9 million, an increase of $9.1 million.

Acknowledging that foreign exchange rates are constantly changing, if the Commission's 1998‑99 foreign exchange currency needs were purchased on 17 June 2002 then the cost would be $6 million greater than in 1998‑99.

Further, acknowledging that there is currently limited information available regarding global media inflation rates (the ATC has recently taken steps to improve the receipt of this information), if an estimated 4% pa is applied to the 1998‑99 level of marketing expenditure, it would cost an additional $7 million by 2001‑02.

In recognition of this increased media cost, the Commission has over the recent years changed its mix of marketing activities to increase emphasis on cost effective activities such as visiting journalists and public relations.
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QUESTION:

Senator Lundy asked:

“What have the ATC staffing levels been since 1995-96?  Can you provide a breakdown between the staffing in the Australian and overseas offices over that period?…And could you provide explanations for any fluctuations that have occurred from that period…?”  (p.100)

ANSWER:

ATC staffing levels since 1995‑96 are outlined in the table below.

	Staff numbers as at 30 June 

	
	1995
	1996
	1997
	1998
	1999
	2000
	2001
	2002

	Australia
	64
	66
	66
	77
	76
	86
	89
	99

	Overseas
	94
	94
	96
	99
	115
	116
	114
	114

	Total
	158
	160
	162
	176
	191
	202
	203
	213


Explanation of Major Staffing Level Fluctuations

1997 to 1998 (+14)

· Opening of new Asian Office
New sections established in Sydney Office to enhance trade marketing

1998 to 1999 (+15)

· Opening of new Asian Offices
Additional overseas staff to leverage Olympic focus within marketing

1999 to 2000 (+11)

· Additional Sydney staff to manage Olympics related programs

2001 to 2002 (+10)

New Sydney Office structure
Conversion of long term contracted positions into employees
Establishment of internet related roles

QUESTION:

Senator Lundy asked:

1. How many DITR staff work primarily on tourism issues?  How does that compare with staffing levels in 1995-96?

2. What has been the annual level of departmental staffing for tourism since 1995-96?

ANSWER:

Average annual staffing figures for tourism from 1995‑96 are not readily available.

Estimates of the resources applied to tourism (based on the full time equivalents working on tourism issues as at 30 June of each year) are provided below.  These figures include the Bureau of Tourism Research.

	Date
	Staff Numbers

	30 June 1996
	136 (1)

	30 June 1997
	88

	30 June 1998
	85

	30 June 1999
	81

	30 June 2000
	82

	30 June 2001
	87

	30 June 2002
	78


Notes:

1. The Department of Tourism was abolished following the March 1996 Federal Election.  Changes to the Administrative Arrangements Order saw the Department of Tourism merge with the Department of Industry, Science and Technology to establish the new Department of Industry, Science and Tourism.  The reduction in tourism staff numbers after 1996 can be attributed largely to the transition of tourism from a free‑standing department of state to a division within a department, and the consequent rationalisation of corporate services and administrative activities as well as the general downsizing of the new Department of Industry, Science and Tourism in that financial year.
