
Senate Standing Committee on Economics 
ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS ON NOTICE 

Industry, Innovation, Science, Research and Tertiary Education Portfolio 
Additional Estimates Hearing 2011-12 

15 February 2012 
 

AGENCY/DEPARTMENT:  COMMONWEALTH SCIENTIFIC AND INDUSTRIAL 
RESEARCH ORGANISATION 
 
TOPIC:  Global Temperature 
 
REFERENCE:  Written Question –Senator Bernardi 
 
QUESTION No.:  AI-67 
 
In terms of global temperature, what has been the hottest year in the last century? 
 
ANSWER 
 
The World Meteorological Organization reported in 2011 that based on observational data “2010 
tied [with 2005 and 1998] for warmest year on record in records dating back to 1880.” 
 
2011 was the world’s 10th warmest year and the warmest year with a La Niña event.  
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