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Is there any feedback yet from this year’s higher education enrolment, whether universities are 
meeting participation targets for students from low SES backgrounds and other nominated 
under-represented groups? 
What problems have been identified; and what is the government doing to address them? 
Are there any particular types of universities that have had trouble meeting those targets at this 
stage? 
 
ANSWER 
 
Tables 1 and 2 show the baseline, latest available enrolment data for 2010 and 2011 
performance targets  with respect to universities’ low socio-economic (SES) and other 
underrepresented group targets.  Assessment of whether universities have achieved their low 
SES and other underrepresented group 2012 performance targets will be based on final 2011 
student enrolment data which is expected to be available in the December quarter 2012. 
Assessment of whether universities have achieved their low SES performance target is based 
on the interim low SES measure. 
 
The introduction of the demand driven funding system will enable more students to have the 
opportunity to benefit from a university education including those students from low SES 
backgrounds and other underrepresented groups.  Reward Funding of $27.6 million in 2012 
provides incentive for universities to lift the participation of students from low SES 
backgrounds and other underrepresented groups to ensure these students are not left behind 
with the introduction of the demand driven funding system.  In 2012, the Higher Education 
Participation and Partnerships Program (HEPPP) will provide $177.6 million to eligible 
universities to undertake activities and implement strategies that improve access to 
undergraduate courses for people from low SES backgrounds, as well as improving the 
retention and completion rates of those students. 
  
 



 
Table 1: Proportion of domestic undergraduates who are from a low SES background 
 

  



Table 2: Proportion of domestic undergraduates who are from an other underrepresented group 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



In 2012, the Government is providing $177.6 million through the Higher Education 
Participation and Partnerships Program (HEPPP) to assist universities to attract, support and 
retain students from a low SES status background. 
 
The program consists of two components: 

• A participation component to increase the participation of domestic undergraduate 
students from low SES backgrounds in higher education, and support the retention and 
success of those students. Under this component, universities receive funds based on their 
respective share of the indicator of domestic undergraduate students from low SES 
backgrounds.  

• A partnership component to raise the aspirations and build the capacity of people from 
low SES backgrounds to participate in higher education. This will be done through 
outreach activities with stakeholders, including schools, State/Territory Governments, 
Vocational Education Training providers and community groups. 

  
Universities reported in 2011 following the first year of HEPPP funding in 2010.  Universities 
were asked to report on their activities, including details of the activity objectives, rationale of 
the objectives, progress towards objectives and the cost.  
 
The reports did not indicate universities had identified problems in their chosen activities and 
strategies that would affect their ability to improve access to undergraduate courses for 
students from low SES backgrounds. Universities did not comment on problems associated 
with the retention or success of students from this cohort as a result of HEPPP activities. 
 
The department is currently working on a more focused reporting framework for the 2012 year. 
The sector will be consulted as a part of this process. Further consultation with universities will 
also inform longer term evaluation activities for the program.  


