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Senator BUSHBY—The survey that was conducted in July-August, particularly as it relates to 
nuclear power, are you able to indicate what those results showed about the public’s opinion on 
that? 
Dr Paterson—As I indicated, I do not have the details to hand, and we will take the question on 
notice. 
 
ANSWER 
 
ANSTO conducted an unstratified survey in late July 2010.  This survey was focused on the 
Sutherland Shire area, with smaller samples being taken in other major cities for the purposes of 
comparison.  It was not, nor intended to be, a national survey, but rather have a localised focus.   
 
In relation to nuclear power, results from the survey found that at the time: 
• 89 per cent of the respondents thought that Australia should have a national debate about the 

advantages and disadvantages of nuclear power.  Eight per cent disagreed. 
• 56 per cent of the respondents thought that Australia should establish a nuclear power industry.  

Twenty eight per cent disagreed. 
 
 


