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Senator EGGLESTON asked:

In the Productivity Commission's Staff working paper on fertility rates in Australia
the return to more acceptable rates of fertility was attributed in the main part to
recuperation or in other words older women catching up on previously postponed
births and secondly to anticipation of women bringing babies forward in response to
good economic times.

1. With the current downturn, many older women who are contemplating
childbirth are now making this decision against a backdrop of lowered
superannuation values and for younger women, there is no longer economic
security with which they can plan. To what degree does the Commission see
this downturn affecting fertility rates?

Answer:

The Productivity Commission has not conducted any specific research on the impact
of the current downturn on fertility rates, but we noted in the report that:

‘...reflecting the effects of the slowdown in global growth, there may be a short-lived
‘relapse’ in fertility in 2008 and 2009 (as has occurred during other slowdowns).’
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