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Dear Halya
Tharik you for the advice on Clearance of Media Releases.

The majority of the arcund 300 media reieases CSIRO produces each year report on our research and
fall into the category of ‘agency press releases of a technical nature’ or 'releases of a more routine
nature’.

While CSIRO releases may relate fo research in areas such as climate change, they are consistent
with our public comment policy {revised in 2006 following media suggestions that CSIRO or the
government were in some way gagging scientists). The public comment policy (a’tiached.) encourages
scientists to discuss their science but, consistent with the Government Guidelines for Official
Witnesses before Parffamentary Committees and Related Matters does not permit any cormment,
pasitive or negative, on the policies of any government.

In most cases CSIRO's media releases announce either a new pubiication that is reporting signif}oant
research results or an important event. Under the Uhrig reform "Statement of Expectations’ prowde_d
to CSIRO by the then minister in June 2007, CSIRO informs the minister in advance prior to ‘releasing
reports Gr papers relating to Australian Government policies or programmes’. Similarly, when GSIRO
is arranging 2 significant event that is likely to become the subject of a media release, we would be
inviting the minister or one of his colleagues to the event.

it may be useful for you to know that in addition to its own media releases, CSIRO issues around 50
further releases a year jointly with its partners. Moreover, our partners and other organisations
{including clients) may issues releases that refer to CSIRO and its research.

On occasion we may be operating o very tight deadlines to issue a release. This is especially the
case when research findings are to appear in a prestigious journa! such as Nature or Science and we
receive very short notice of its imminent publication.

I hope this provides the information that you need.

Regards,
Hipw Morgan,

Huw Morgan

Manager, CSIRO Media Liaison
Ph: 02 6276 6408

M 0417 834 547

£ huw.morgan@esiro.au
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L "Policy” encompasses any Government or Opposition position that the parties will {or will not} take a
particular course of action or act to achieve particular autcomes. The position may be made pubtic through
speeches, party platform documents, policy statements, interviews, or other means,
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