Senate Economics Legislation Committee
ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS ON NOTICE
Industry, Tourism and Resources Portfolio
Additional Estimates 2004-2005, 16 February 2003

AGENCY/DEPARTMENT: ALL AGENCIES

TOPIC: DETAILS OF CONSULTANCIES
REFERENCE: WRITTEN QUESTIONS ON NOTICE
QUESTION No.55

(Written QON)

Senator Carr asked:

Please provide a table listing details of all consultancies for the 2003/04 financial year, for the department
and all associated agencies. Please include the following:

®* The costs for ali completed consultancies, both budgeted and actual;

*  The costs for ongoing consultancies, both budgeted and for the 2003/04 financial year;

® The total costs for all consultancies, both the amount expended in the 2003/04 financial year, and the
total budgeted value of all consultancies running in the 2003/04 financial year,

* The nature and purpose of the consultancy;

* The method by which the contract was let;

* The name and details of the company and/or individual who is carrying out, or carried out, the
contract.

ANSWER

The Australian Government requires all agencies that are subject to the Financial Management and
Accountability Act 1997 (FMA Act) to report on certain details about consultancy services.

Details about contracts entered into with a value of $10,000 or more are reported on as part of the Annual
Report. The details that must be published include a description of the contract, the name of the
consultant, the value of the contract, the selection process used and an explanation of why an external
consultant was required. These details can be included in the Annual Report itself, or made available in
the Internet or on request. In the case of the Department, the details are provided by way of a link in the
Annual Report to the Department’s website.

The Department, Geoscience Australia and IP Australia have complied with this requirement for the
2003-04 financial year. For the Committee’s convenience, these details are provided in Attachments A
{Department), B (TP Australia) and C (Geoscience Australia). Details for NOPSA have not been included
as this agency did not commence operation until 1 J anuary 2005.

The Department appreciates that this information does not completely address the question on notice,
However, the preparation of a complete response to this question would require a significant diversion of
resources and the Department does not consider that this is justified in the circumstances. The
Department could provide additional information regarding specific contracts if the Committee requires
further details.

Tourism Australia is the only portfolio agency that is not subject to the FMA Act. Details of its
consultancy services will be provided separately.
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