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Outcome 1, Output 1.1, 1.2
 





Question: 31

Topic: Question 262 from Budget Estimates 2006

Written Question on Notice

Senator Fierravanti-Wells asked:

I refer to question 262 from last Estimates about a report on World News TV on 5 April 2006 regarding an Israeli raid in Gaza. You said you had concerns about the accuracy of Ashleigh Nghiem’s report but could not discuss them with her because she was overseas. Has she returned and have you resolved this matter?  Please provide a further response.

Answer: 

The reporter in question has returned from overseas and has been spoken to about the matter. Due to the lag between the item going to air and the complaint, and subsequently the reporter's return from overseas, the source copy for the story is no longer available. 
However, it has been pointed out to the reporter that a web search indicated that there may have been an inaccuracy in the story concerning the source of the fire, and if so, that scrupulous attention must be paid to accuracy in all stories.

Outcome 1, Output 1.1, 1.2 






Question: 32

Topic: Dateline 1 November 2006 – Criticism on US campuses

Written Question on Notice

Senator Fierravanti-Wells asked:

I note you intend to broadcast a programme on Dateline on 1 November 2006, on what you describe as attempts to stop criticism of Israel and the US on American campuses. Have you ever broadcast a programme on Dateline or any other news and current affairs forum, on the alarming rise in anti-Semitism on American campuses?  Your attention is drawn to a report on a radical Islamic front group at Minnesota State University Moorhead, and Georgetown University getting $20 million to spread Islamic hatred of Israel. Also enclosed is an article on the increase in Nazi symbols being put up around at UC Irvine Campus. 
Answer: 

Dateline has not reported on these matters yet but could well do so in the new season. It has on many occasions in the past reported on the rise in neo-Nazi groups in Europe, the USA and Australia. It has also reported on Holocaust deniers here and overseas and on efforts to bring Nazi war criminals to court. In recent years it has reported on the rise in anti-Semitism in Russia. 

Outcome 1, Output 1.1, 1.2
 





Question: 33

Topic: Anti-defamation League

Written Question on Notice

Senator Fierravanti-Wells asked:

Also enclosed is a document from the Anti-Defamation League in the US, a very substantial document, which documents hundreds, if not thousands, of attacks against Jewish students and targets. Could you provide details of what coverage you have provided on this, on Dateline or similar news and current affairs programmes, including World View on SBS Radio and in your news?

Answer: 

Although the document cited in the question is substantial, it is nine years old, and therefore not the latest development on the issue. In reference to recent SBS coverage of attacks on Jewish students and targets: 

Dateline

Dateline has not reported on these matters yet but could well do so in the new season. It has on many occasions in the past reported on the rise in neo-Nazi groups in Europe, the USA and Australia. It has also reported on Holocaust deniers here and overseas and on efforts to bring Nazi war criminals to court. In recent years it has reported on the rise in anti-Semitism in Russia. 

World News Australia

30 July 2006 


Item on an attack by a gunman on a Seattle synagogue

1, 2 and 3 August 2006 
3 items on anti-Semitic remarks by actor Mel Gibson

World View

World View and the news on SBS Radio did not cover the issue. 
Outcome 1, Output 1.1, 1.2
 





Question: 34

Topic: SBS coverage of rise in anti-Semitism in Australian campuses

Written Question on Notice

Senator Fierravanti-Wells asked:

What coverage did SBS provide of the rise in anti-Semitism in Australian campuses? Enclosed is a relevant article from The Age.

What coverage did SBS provide of a six-fold rise in anti- Semitic attacks in Australia during the Israel-Lebanon War?  Enclose is a relevant article from The Bulletin for your reference.

Answer: 

Dateline   

Dateline has not reported on these matters yet but could well do so in the new season. It has on many occasions in the past reported on the rise in neo-Nazi groups in Europe, the USA and Australia. It has also reported on Holocaust deniers here and overseas and on efforts to bring Nazi war criminals to court. In recent years it has reported on the rise in anti-Semitism in Russia. 

World News Australia

31 July 2006 

Attack on a Parramatta synagogue

4 August 2006 
Reports from Indonesia that a radical Muslim group may send suicide bombers to attack Jewish targets overseas, including Australia.
SBS Radio

27 July 2006
World View broadcast a story about Muslim, Baha’i, Catholic and Jewish student groups’ plans to hold a national prayer chain for peace. The rise in anti-Semitism on Australian campuses prompted the initiative. The reporter interviewed representatives from the Australasian Union of Jewish Students, the Australian Catholic Students Association, and the Muslim Students Association of Australia.

11 August 2006  
World View broadcast an SBS Radio feature referring to Jewish leaders speaking of a rise in incidents of anti-Semitism and to both Jewish and Lebanese community leaders calling for calm. The rabbi of a synagogue hit by vandals was the first speaker in the story.

27 August 2006   
The Arabic language program produced and broadcast a segment on the impact of the war in Lebanon on both the Jewish and Muslim communities. Vic Alhadeff, CEO of the New South Wales Jewish Board of Deputies, detailed the significant increase in anti-Semitic incidents.

30 August 2006   
The English-language Alchemy program, targeted at younger audiences, ran its inaugural version of a show called Guess Who’s Coming to Dinner, hosting a forum of a dozen young Australians. The group consisted of six from the Jewish community and six from the Lebanese community, and they discussed the issues affecting their communities in Australia, as well as overseas. Those issues included rising anti-Semitism on university campuses. That program has now been shortlisted for an Australian radio award.

The Hebrew-language program was among several others that addressed the increase in anti-Semitic attacks. It ran interviews with Dan Goldberg, editor of the Australian Jewish News, and with Mr Alhadeff, mentioned above in the Arabic program.

Outcome 1, Output 1.1, 1.2 






Question: 35

Topic: Spanish language program

Written Question on Notice

Senator Fierravanti-Wells asked:

I refer to material from the SBS Radio Spanish programme which indicates it did not cover the May 2006 Federal Budget, except by way of Mr Beazley’s attack on it. Why wasn’t it covered adequately? 

You are referred to SBS material from its Spanish radio programme which indicates some very poor translating. Please provide a response on this.

Answer: 

The Spanish program had begun its coverage of the Budget by previewing the Treasurer’s speech with a news story on 8 May 2006, a story which included a grab from a government MP. The coverage continued on news bulletins until the Budget was delivered on the following night, 9 May 2006.

On 10 May, the entire afternoon show of the Spanish program was dedicated to the Budget. After a story in the news bulletin, a talkback show on the Budget followed. During that talkback show the program:

· provided a rundown of the Budget details;

· interviewed an independent, Brisbane-based, Spanish-speaking economist, Charlie Rios for analysis; and 

· opened up the phone lines for callers to ask him questions the for the remainder of the program. 
News about the Budget continued on the bulletin of that night’s Spanish program.

Mr Beazley’s official reply to the Federal Budget as Opposition Leader was the natural story on the day of 11 May 2006, two days after the Treasurer delivered the Budget. The Spanish news that afternoon included the news item previewing Mr Beazley’s reply and the Spanish program produced and broadcast a series of vox pops with other listeners’ opinions about the Budget. SBS considers the Spanish program covered the Budget issues very appropriately.

The material referred to from the Spanish program’s website has some poor translation by one broadcaster with the program. This is being addressed internally by program management.

Outcome 1, Output 1.1, 1.2
 





Question: 36

Topic: World View items

Written Question on Notice

Senator Fierravanti-Wells asked:

Enclosed are SBS transcripts from two World View items which contain very sloppy errors. Why was this?

Answer: 

SBS Radio policy states that only subedited versions, checked by the program’s executive producer, should be uploaded to the website. It is standard procedure for journalists to load their own stories onto the website.

The two items posted on the World View website on 20 September and 27 September this year were draft versions and contained errors, including spelling mistakes. However, the two journalists in question were new to World View and were unaware that only the subedited versions of their stories may be uploaded.

All staff members have been reminded they must load only those versions of their stories onto the website.

Outcome 1, Output 1.1, 1.2
 





Question: 37

Topic: World View item - drugs

Written Question on Notice

Senator Fierravanti-Wells asked:

Enclosed is a World View transcript about an item on drugs. Will SBS consider dropping references to these dangerous and illegal drugs as “party drugs”?

Answer: 

The story referred to was an in-depth feature on the dangers of the drug crystal methamphetamine. The feature made it abundantly clear the drug was highly addictive and extremely dangerous. Indeed, the introduction included the sentence, “As Greg Muller reports, crystal meth is contributing to the spread of HIV and is even implicated in terrorist activity.”

The introduction also reported the number of addicts of the drug in Australia was double that of heroin. The introduction briefly tracked the history of the drug and said, “Today, it’s a popular party drug with dangerous repercussions.”

In telling our audience the drug was “a popular party drug” SBS Radio was merely stating fact. The term “party drug” is a term widely used across the world. 
One element of the feature was an interview with a community activist who detailed how use of the drug was devastating many lives and also contributing to the spread of HIV-AIDS. 
Outcome 1, Output 1.1, 1.2
 





Question: 38

Topic: Cluster bombs

Written Question on Notice

Senator Fierravanti-Wells asked:

I refer to the SBS coverage of Israel’s use of phosphorus. What coverage did SBS provide of Hezbollah’s use of cluster bombs in Israel?

Answer: 

The war in Lebanon began on 12 July and continued until 14 August (although its formal end came on 8 September, when Israel lifted its naval blockade). Israel was accused throughout the war of using phosphorus weapons, and that received sustained news coverage around the world. 
Hezbollah’s use of cluster munitions in rockets fired on northern Israel was revealed much later, on 20 October, when Human Rights Watch reported it. Human Rights Watch explained, “Israeli authorities had, until now, prevented publication of details of Hezbollah cluster strikes in Israel, citing security concerns.” SBS Radio language programs, including the Arabic program, reported the development immediately after it was revealed.   

World News Australia on October 20 ran a story on the use of cluster bombs on both sides of the conflict, including that by Hezbollah in attacking Israel.
Outcome 1, Output 1.1, 1.2 






Question: 39

Topic: Jerusalem

Written Question on Notice

Senator Fierravanti-Wells asked:

Does SBS refuse to accept that any part of Jerusalem is in Israel?  If I can take you back to Estimates of May 2005: 

“Lee Lin Chin on your evening news of February 26, 2005, a Palestinian suicide bombing in the Israeli capital Tel Aviv.” 

SBS passed it off as an “inadvertent error”. It seems to be something of a recurring inadvertent error.

Answer: 

The Senator has repeated the line from a question by Senator Santoro in May last year. That matter was fully dealt with in the SBS reply to Question 107 from May Budget Estimates 2005. No other evidence has been offered by the Senator to support the claim of it being a recurring error.

Outcome 1, Output 1.1, 1.2
 





Question: 40

Topic: Procedures regarding status of Jerusalem

Written Question on Notice

Senator Fierravanti-Wells asked:

In your answer you also quoted guidelines about the issue of the status of Jerusalem. Following is part of what you said 

“SBS journalists should ensure that their own references to Jerusalem and Tel Aviv are neutral and neither is described by SBS as the capital.” 

What procedures are in place to ensure that such fundamental errors are not made?

Answer: 

An internal policy e-mail has been sent to all News and Current Affairs staff clarifying the status of the two cities and is documented in the guidelines section of the Newsroom computer system. The usual editorial checking and upward referral processes also apply to ensure such mistakes are not made.

Outcome 1, Output 1.1, 1.2 






Question: 41

Topic: SBS World Guide

Written Question on Notice

Senator Fierravanti-Wells asked:

I refer you to your SBS World Guide. 

“Israel. Cities. Jerusalem – brackets – capital.”  Please explain what is happening on this issue?

Answer: 

Many publications and books refer to Jerusalem as the capital of Israel. Responsibility for the content of the SBS World Guide rests with the publishers Hardie Grant Books. SBS only maintains a branding relationship with the publishers. 

Outcome 1, Output 1.1, 1.2 






Question: 42

Topic: Peak oil theories

Written Question on Notice

Senator Fierravanti-Wells asked:

SBS ran a story this year from Aarti Betagari on “Peak Oil” theories. What coverage did SBS provide of alternative theories, which were presented recently by visiting experts?  Enclosed are ABC and other reports of this.

Answer: 

SBS World News Australia did not provide coverage of the Asia Pacific Oil and Gas Conference in Adelaide. 
Outcome 1, Output 1.1, 1.2
 





Question: 43

Topic: SBS Executive – experience in multicultural broadcasting

Written Question on Notice

Senator Fierravanti-Wells asked:

What experience of multicultural broadcasting do members of the SBS Executive hold?

Answer: 

The SBS Executive has the necessary experience for the fulfilment of their duties. Some of the executive team have many years experience in multicultural broadcasting at SBS. Due to an organisational restructure late last year and departures of some senior executives, the current SBS Executive contains some members who, whilst they are relatively new to SBS, come from a diverse range of media and broadcasting backgrounds in Australia and overseas with specific skills relevant to the needs of SBS. 
Outcome 1, Output 1.1, 1.2
 





Question: 43

Topic: SBS Executive – experience in multicultural broadcasting

Written Question on Notice

Senator Fierravanti-Wells asked:

What experience of multicultural broadcasting do members of the SBS Executive hold?
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The SBS Executive has the necessary experience for the fulfilment of their duties. Some of the executive team have many years experience in multicultural broadcasting at SBS. Due to an organisational restructure late last year and departures of some senior executives, the current SBS Executive contains some members who, whilst they are relatively new to SBS, come from a diverse range of media and broadcasting backgrounds in Australia and overseas with specific skills relevant to the needs of SBS. 
Outcome 1, Output 1.1, 1.2 






Question: 44

Topic: Monitoring of the Arabic program

Written Question on Notice

Senator Fierravanti-Wells asked:

What monitoring of the Arabic programme was conducted during the recent conflict in Lebanon?  What were the results of any monitoring?

Answer: 

Program and station managers met with the executive producer of the Arabic language program on an almost daily basis during the crisis to ensure the events in and around the conflict were covered in a balanced and comprehensive way and as much information as possible was provided for Australian listeners on the fate of their families and friends in the region, especially in Lebanon and Israel. Examples of this were regular talkback segments from the ports and other departure points where Australians were gathering to escape the fighting. Messages were transmitted through SBS Radio’s programs to listeners in Australia who could not make contact with their loved ones.

The program-management teams were satisfied that broadcasts were professional, useful to their audiences and within the SBS Codes of Practice. No complaints of their coverage were received, despite significant cross-listening by Arabic speakers from other communities. 
The National Editor and program managers were also in regular contact with broadcasters from the Hebrew and Yiddish language programs to give similar support and ensure similar service and content standards were met.

Outcome 1, Output 1.1, 1.2 






Question: 45

Topic: Complaints upheld since January 2006

Written Question on Notice

Senator Fierravanti-Wells asked:

Please provide details of any complaints upheld since January 2006.

Answer: 

From 1 January 2006 until the 30 November 2006 SBS has had 6 formal complaints upheld and 6 complaints partially upheld. Details are provided in the table attached.

SBS Complaints Upheld:  January –November 2006

	No.
	Date
	Service
	Program Type
	Program
	SBS Determination
	Code Issue/s

	1
	13.01.06
	Radio
	General
	Farsi Language 
	Partial Uphold
	Accuracy and Balance

	2
	25.01.06
	Radio
	General
	Turkish Language 
	Uphold
	Community Information

	3
	13.04.06
	TV
	News and Current Affairs
	Dateline
	Uphold
	Balance / Accuracy / Fairness

	4
	14.07.06
	TV
	News and Current Affairs
	World News Australia
	Partial Uphold
	Accuracy

	5
	09.08.06
	TV
	News and Current Affairs
	Dateline
	Uphold
	· Balance

· Prejudice/Racism/Discrimination

	6
	15.08.06
	TV
	News and Current Affairs 
	World News Australia
	Partial Uphold
	Balance

	7
	16.08.06
	TV
	News and Current Affairs
	World News Australia
	Partial Uphold
	Balance

	8
	22.08.06
	TV
	News and Current Affairs 
	World News Australia
	Uphold
	· Accuracy

· Balance

	9
	14.08.06
	TV
	News and Current Affairs
	World News Australia
	Partial Uphold
	· Balance

· Prejudice/Racism/Discrimination

	10
	11.09.06
	TV
	News and Current Affairs
	World News Australia
	Uphold
	Prejudice/Racism/Discrimination

	11
	13.09.06
	TV
	News and Current Affairs
	World News Australia
	Uphold
	Prejudice/Racism/Discrimination

	12
	28.09.06
	TV
	News and Current Affairs
	World News Australia
	Partial Uphold
	Balance


Outcome 1, Output 1,1, 1.2 






Question: 46

Topic: Selection procedure for Director of Radio

Written Question on Notice

Senator Fierravanti-Wells asked:

What was the selection procedure adopted by SBS for replacement of Mr Luu?  Please provide a copy of the selection criteria, including an assessment of how Ms Masselos met each aspect of the selection criteria?

Answer: 

The position of Director Radio was filled by merit selection. The position was advertised nationally via the SBS internet site, and in the Sydney Morning Herald, The Australian and The Age on 20 July 2006. The selection panel comprised Ms Carla Zampatti AM (SBS Chairman), Mr Shaun Brown (SBS Managing Director), Ms Jacquie Riddell (SBS Director Marketing) and Mr Abd Malak OAM (Director Transcultural Mental Health Centre and Honorary President of the Federation of Ethnic Communities Council of Australia). Applications were assessed by the selection panel and shortlisted candidates were interviewed on 25 August 2006.

Applicants were assessed against the attached statements of the role and responsibilities of the position of Director Radio. It would be inappropriate to provide detail as to how individual applicants met each aspect of the selection criteria. The selection panel found that Ms Paula Masselos demonstrated the strongest claims to the position.

DIRECTOR OF RADIO

Reporting Relationships 

The Director of Radio reports to the Managing Director and is a member of the SBS Executive.

Role and Responsibilities

This is an established position responsible for managing SBS Radio to provide multilingual and multicultural programming that informs, educates and entertains all Australians.

The position is required to work with other members of the SBS Executive to achieve results consistent with the SBS Charter and the goals set out in the SBS Corporate Plan which include: increasing audience growth, diversity and engagement through creating and delivering an increased range of distinctive radio and on-line content; increasing the quality and quantity of SBS content and services available to audiences on different platforms; and contributing to the growth in commercial and other external revenue for reinvestment in SBS Radio content and services. The primary responsibilities of the position are:

· Manage the people and resources in SBS Radio for the provision of SBS Radio services to the Australian community, in particular those of non-English speaking background. 
· Contribute to the growth, diversity and engagement of the SBS Radio audience through the inclusion of innovative and distinctive local and overseas content that reflects the charter obligations of SBS.

· Work collaboratively with other SBS managers and members of the SBS Executive to formulate programming strategies including extensions or variations of the services of SBS Radio and the integration of radio services with other content formats and delivery platforms. 
· Play an active and collaborative role on the senior Executive and in the Corporation’s strategic planning process.

· Ensure available funds are used efficiently and that strategies are put in place that retain and build audiences. 

· Represent the interests of SBS Radio to Government, industry organisations and in public forums and liaise with community organisations to ensure that the service reflects the charter obligations of the SBS Corporation.
Skills, Knowledge and Experience

· A strong record in leading and managing a large workforce engaged in Radio program production.  

· A demonstrated capability to build effective radio programs and schedules capable of retaining and building audience share.

· Extensive knowledge of the radio industry and markets. 

· High level management skills - proven experience leading and managing creative employees and teams to achieve results. The ability to provide a clear sense of direction, inspire a positive attitude and a desire to succeed among team members and to steer others towards successful goal and task accomplishment. 
· Proven experience in building and maintaining strategic relationships with business partners and a broad network of local and international industry contacts. 

· Demonstrated ability to manage relationships with community organisations and other stakeholders.

· High level communication, negotiation and influencing skills and the ability to represent the needs and interests of SBS to Government and in external forums.

· Strong financial and resource management experience and skills, preferably from within the radio or media industry.

· An understanding of the changing broadcasting and media environment and the new and emerging broadcasting technologies and content delivery platforms that will impact on traditional Radio broadcasting.

· An ability to manage organisational change in the context of policy, technology, market and demographic changes that will directly affect SBS Radio.

Personal Characteristics 

· A strong interest in broadcasting and the role of public broadcasting in the Australian media environment. 

· Innovative and original thinking, creativity and an ability to identify and select appropriate content.

· Initiative – able to originate action, seize opportunities and actively influence events.

· An inclusive and effective leadership style.

· A strong communicator who is comfortable dealing with industry representatives and negotiating strategic partnerships.  

· Cross cultural awareness, a commitment to diversity and multiculturalism and an understanding of the role of SBS in Australian society. 
Outcome 1, Output 1.1, 1.2
 





Question: 47

Topic: SBS Radio Budget

Written Question on Notice

Senator Fierravanti-Wells asked:

How has the budget for SBS Radio changed in the past five years?  Please provide a comparison with other areas of SBS including reasons for any reduction of staff and budgets for SBS Radio?

Answer: 

The changes to the SBS Radio budget over the past five years are illustrated in the table and explanation below.

SBS Divisional History

	Expenditure

(all figures in $000)


	2001-02

Actual
	2006-07

Budget
	Variance (%)

2006-07 to

2001-02
	Percentage of Total Budget in 2001-02
	Percentage of Total Budget in 2006-07

	Radio
	19,253
	18,172
	-5.61%
	11.36%
	7.75%

	Television
	74,077
	52,164
	-29.58%
	43.70%
	22.25%

	Technology & Distribution
	39,750
	89,603
	125.42%
	23.45%
	38.22%

	Sales
	7,304
	15,120
	107.01%
	4.31%
	6.45%

	Support
	7,440
	8,257
	10.98%
	4.39%
	3.52%

	Corporate Costs
	21,647
	18,619
	-14.10%
	12.79%
	7.94%

	Marketing
	
	10,392
	
	0.00%
	4.43%

	News & Current Affairs
	
	22,092
	
	0.00%
	9.42%

	
	169,498
	234,419
	38.30%
	100.00%
	100.00%

	Radio Average Staffing Level
	248.9
	231.3
	
	
	

	Note: A change in accounting treatment of internal budgets from a largely cash basis to a fully accrual approach has occurred during the last five years.

Financial year 2006-07 includes depreciation, super, accrued leave entitlements etc whilst 2001-02 is on a cash basis.


The reduction in the Radio and Television Divisions expenditure is mainly due to organisational restructuring during this period. For example Radio and Television broadcast engineering services were transferred from Television and Radio and centralised within the Technology and Distribution Division. More recently News, Marketing and Broadcast Operations functions have also been relocated from Radio and Television to be managed on a Corporation wide basis.

The rollout of the digital and analogue networks over the last five years has also significantly changed the SBS budget and further complicates any comparison over this timeframe. The transmission and distribution funding accounts for the majority of the significant increase in the Technology and Distribution Division’s budget and the overall increase in the SBS budget.

The change in average staffing levels in SBS Radio is due to changes in the SBS organisational structure (see response to Question 48) and from operational efficiencies.

Outcome 1, Output 1.1, 1.2 






Question: 48

Topic: Reorganisation of SBS

Written Question on Notice

Senator Fierravanti-Wells asked:

Please provide an outline of any reorganisation of the divisions/areas of SBS?
Answer: 

The SBS divisional structure was reorganised over the period from 16 December 2005 to 30 June 2006. The organisational structure and areas of responsibility include:

Chief Financial Officer: Responsible for Finance and Corporate Services.
Director - News and Current Affairs: Manages all news and current affairs activities across radio, television and online platforms. 
Director - Commercial Affairs: Responsible for revenue activities on television, radio and online together with merchandising, program sales and language services. 
Director - Technology and Distribution:  Responsible for managing the technical operations of television and radio, the operational side of online and has a developmental role in the area of new technology. 
Director – Marketing: Responsible for marketing across all television, radio, online and corporate. 

Director - Strategy and Communications: Responsible for the development of strategic options and communication strategies for the corporation. 
Director - Content (Television and Online):  Responsible for television content, programming functions and Online content. 

Director – Radio: Responsible for SBS Radio. 
Director - Human Resources: Responsible for Human Resources. 
Outcome 1, Output 1.1, 1.2 






Question: 49

Topic: Radio budget

Written Question on Notice

Senator Fierravanti-Wells asked:

What percentage of the SBS budget goes to SBS Radio compared to five years ago?

Answer: 

The SBS Radio budget in 2006-07 represents 7.75% of the SBS budget compared to 11.36% in 2001-02. The reasons for this change are set out in the answer to Question 47.

Outcome 1, Output 1.1, 1.2 






Question: 50

Topic: SBS Radio programming 

Written Question on Notice

Senator Fierravanti-Wells asked:

Please provide an outline of the usual weekday programming on SBS Radio including a summary of the language in which programs go to air, the nature of the program and who usually conducts that program.

Answer: 

SBS Radio broadcasts more than 13,500 hours of programs in 68 languages, including English, each year. Generalised outlines are, therefore, difficult, but the following provides the summaries required:

Attachment 1:  SBS Radio schedules showing which languages are broadcast in Sydney (including Wollongong and Canberra), Melbourne and on the National Network to the State and Territory capitals, Newcastle and the Hunter, Young (NSW), Wagga Wagga and Bathurst.

Attachment 2:  A language-by-language summary of the main elements of each program showing the nature of content.

Attachment 3:  A list of the number of on-air staff by language. Please note this is a mix of full-time and part-time staff.

Outcome 1, Output 1.1, 1.2 






Question: 51

Topic: National Radio Network
Written Question on Notice

Senator Conroy asked:

1.
I understand that many parts of Australia cannot receive the full range of SBS radio services. Can you identify these locations?

2.
What sort of programs (eg language services) are not available outside of Sydney, Melbourne and Canberra?

3.
Has SBS made any estimates of the cost of rolling these services to other major cities and regional centres?
Answer: 

1.
SBS provides two radio services on separate frequencies in Sydney, Melbourne, Wollongong and Canberra. SBS also provides a single radio service (the National Radio Network (NRN)) to Adelaide, Adelaide foothills, Brisbane, Perth, Darwin, Hobart and the Newcastle/Hunter region. In addition, the SBS NRN service is provided on a self help basis to Bathurst, Lightning Ridge, Young and Wagga Wagga in NSW, and to Mintabie in South Australia.

SBS Radio services can also be received through a digital set top box or integrated digital television receiver tuned to SBS digital terrestrial television transmissions. SBS has converted over 60 percent of its analogue television services to digital. SBS expects to complete the conversion of the remaining analogue television sites during the next two years.

The SBS National Radio Network service is also available via direct-to-home satellite receiving equipment, as well as to subscribers to pay television services provided by Foxtel, Austar and Optus Vision.

2.
The following language services are not provided on the NRN service (because the NRN is the only SBS radio service provided outside Sydney, Melbourne Wollongong and Canberra): Albanian, Assyrian, Bengali, Bosnian, Bulgarian, Cook Island Maori, Fijian, Gujarati, Kannada, Kurdish, Maori, Nepalese, Norwegian and Samoan

3.
SBS has estimated of the cost of rolling out these services to other major cities and regional centres. However, these costings are commercial-in-confidence.
Outcome 3, Output 3.2 






Question: 52

Topic: SBS Annual Report
Written Question on Notice

Senator Ludwig asked:

With regard to each agencies (and the department itself) that fall inside the department’s portfolio, could the department indicate
1. What date the agency’s 2005-06 Annual Report was tabled before parliament?
2. If the annual report was not tabled by 31 October 2006, could the department indicate:
a. When the report was tabled, or if it remains untabled what date the report is expected to be tabled by.

b. Whether the agency’s own legislation provides an alternative timeframe for its annual report. If so, could the department provide:

i. A description and reference to the relevant provision and legislation.

ii. An explanation of why the agency cannot meet the general timeframe set out in the Department of Prime Minister and Cabinet’s Requirements for Annual Reports, and so requires an alternative timeframe?

c. Whether the agency was granted an extension under section subsections 34C(4) - (7) of the Acts Interpretation Act 1901?  If so, could the department provide:

i.  The date for finalizing the report as set out in the extension.

ii. The reason given for granting the extension.

iii. The date that the Minister tabled in Parliament a statement explaining why an extension was granted.

iv. A copy of the Minister’s statement.

d. Where the agency’s legislation doesn’t provide for an alternative timeframe (as per question b) nor was the agency granted an extension (as per question c) could the department provide:

i. Explanation for why the Annual Report was tabled outside the timeframe set by DPM&C despite there being no provision alternative timeframe set out in the agency's legislation nor there being any formal extension granted. 
ii. Details of any other arrangement in place for the tabling the agency's Annual Report.

Answer: 

1. 8 November 2006

2. The SBS is required under section 9 of the Commonwealth Authorities and Companies Act 1997 to provide its annual report to the Minister for Communications, Information Technology and the Arts by 15 October. The SBS met this obligation.
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