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Outcome 1, Output 1.1, 1.2, 1.3 





Question: 53

Topic: Bastard Boys

Hansard Page: ECITA 73/74

Senator Fierravanti-Wells asked:

Senator FIERRAVANTI-WELLS—…..I wanted to ask him about the waterfront series, the Bastard Boys. I have here a notice from a union website which says that the ABC asked for unionists to take part in filling at Port Botany. It also says that this involvement with the ABC gave them an opportunity to promote the anti-government, Your Rights at Work campaign. 

Did the ABC provide a bus to transport the unionists, and did it also take them up to a protest outside a local company, Botany Cranes? I am reliably informed that, on 16 September, a group of unionists who were being filmed by the ABC as extras were also taken up to that company and staged a protest outside the firm’s front gates. Did anyone at the ABC organise this protest, or at least provide the transport to and from the protest? Were these people paid by the ABC?

Mr Scott—I will have to take that question on notice. 

………………………….

Senator FIERRAVANTI-WELLS—If indeed it is true, as I suspect that it is, can you also advise the committee what action you may take in relation to it?

Mr Scott—Let me check the veracity of it and then I will provide you with advice.

Senator FIERRAVANTI-WELLS—Thank you. I also wanted to say to Mr Dalton that one of your presenters, Corinne Grant, The Glass House, is also the public face of the union’s anti-government IR campaign. She has also evidently produced a radio ad for the unions. 

Mr Scott—I have not seen that campaign.

Senator FIERRAVANTI-WELLS—Again, that is on Your Rights at Work. I will produce a copy of that for you.

Mr Scott—Thank you.

Answer: 

The ABC did not provide transport nor payment to the extras in question, nor provide them with transport to any other event. The program was commissioned by the ABC from an independent producer. The ABC has been advised by the independent producer of the program that it approached union members to be acting extras.

The ABC understands that in August 2005, Ms Grant decided independently to act in the role of MC for a union organised event and made a radio advertisement to publicise that event. Ms Grant’s contract with the ABC to appear on ‘The Glass House’ ceased at the end of November 2006.


Outcome 1, Output 1.1, 1.2, 1.3 





Question: 54

Topic: First Tuesday Book Club

Hansard Page: ECITA 75

Senator Fierravanti-Wells asked:

Senator FIERRAVANTI-WELLS— I want to take you to the new program called First Tuesday Book Club. I understand that the first First Tuesday Book Club had an auspicious start and that one of the presenters made a jibe along the lines of ‘not like John and Jeanette invading Iraq’. It was bad enough that this comment was made on an arts program, but why drag Mrs Howard into it? Will you investigate that? Is this the sort of program that is now going to be covered by the editorial policies?

Answer: 

The comment was made by a guest, the literary editor of The Age, Jason Steger, in the first episode of the First Tuesday Book Club. In referring to his first memory of reading, Mr Steger mentioned the children’s book series ‘Janet and John’ and made a spontaneous remark which, it would appear, he intended humorously. Like all other ABC programs, First Tuesday Book Club is required to adhere to the ABC’s Editorial Policies. 

Outcome 1, Output 1.1, 1.2, 1.3 





Question: 55

Topic: Terrorists 

Hansard Page: ECITA 82

Senator Ronaldson asked:

Senator RONALDSON— I know you can find me plenty of examples of JI being described as a terrorist group. Can you give some examples in the Middle East, for instance, where someone has been described as a terrorist?

Mr Scott—Let me take that on notice and come back to you.

Answer: 

Below are a number of examples where groups have been described as terrorist groups, and the reference to the report found online at www.abc.net.au.

http://www.abc.net.au/pm/content/2003/s931812.htm - MARK COLVIN: "Israel has hit again at the terrorist organisation Hamas....."

http://www.abc.net.au/pm/content/2003/s960993.htm - MARK COLVIN: "The Sydney man, Bilal Khazal - still under surveillance by Australian authorities over his links to suspected al-Qaeda members and a Lebanese terrorist cell.......the Lebanese-based group, Asbat al-Ansar."

http://www.abc.net.au/news/newsitems/200304/s835927.htm - 'The US military also said Khala Khadr al-Salahat, an "international terrorist" from the Palestinian Abu Nidal organisation...'

http://www.abc.net.au/news/newsitems/200208/s651492.htm - "The Afghan Foreign Minister Abdullah Abdullah says he is certain terrorist mastermind Osama bin Laden..."

http://www.abc.net.au/pm/content/2003/s866820.htm - MARK COLVIN: "The Federal Government and Opposition have become locked in a battle over who has the best plan to ban the terrorist wing of the Lebanon-based militant organisation Hezbollah."

Outcome 1, Output 1.1, 1.2, 1.3 





Question: 56

Topic: Mr Zananiri 

Hansard Page: ECITA 83

Senator Ronaldson asked:

Senator RONALDSON— Do you know if this Mr Zananiri was a Palestinian who stood for election in the Palestine elections and works for a church group that is strongly anti-Israel?

Mr Scott—No, I am not aware of that.

Senator RONALDSON—Can you take that on notice?

Mr Scott—Yes, I will.

Senator RONALDSON—What is the process with fixers? What editorial or other control do you have on the use of fixers? What are the guidelines?

Mr Scott—I will take that on notice too and come back to you.

Answer: 

Mr Zananiri is a Palestinian (although one with Israeli identification papers). Mr Zananiri did not stand for election in the Palestinian elections. He was listed to stand as a candidate for Fatah. However, Mr Zananiri withdrew his nomination before polling day. Prior to Mr Zananiri’s withdrawal of his nomination, the ABC had instructed him that the Corporation could not engage anyone actively involved in politics or anyone running as a candidate for a political party. 

Mr Zananiri works as a physical education teacher at Saint George's School in Jerusalem. The school is run by the Anglican Church.

Mr Zananiri has a blue Israeli ID, meaning he is allowed by Israel to be a resident of East Jerusalem and to travel throughout Israel. In the past he has also been accredited with an Israeli Government Press Office (GPO) card. These authorisations can only be acquired after thorough background checks by Israeli authorities. If Mr Zananiri were involved in "anti-Israel" activities he would have his blue Israeli ID revoked. 

The ABC also employs Israeli fixers in the region to…? Mr Zananiri is highly regarded by the ABC staff who have been based in the Middle East.

The engagement of a fixer on an ongoing basis is approved by the Head of International Coverage, News & Current Affairs. The background of the fixer is checked (by what mechanism?) before they are engaged. The ABC controls the work done by the fixer on its behalf and takes this background into consideration in assessing the information provided. The editorial responsibility for what goes into stories rests with the correspondent.

Outcome 1, Output 1.1, 1.2, 1.3 





Question: 57

Topic: Raid into Israel

Hansard Page: ECITA 83

Senator Ronaldson asked:

Senator RONALDSON— I am going to ask you some further questions. It was the Palestinians who actually launched the raid into Israel, wasn’t it, to capture these soldiers? I presume you want to take that on notice as well. And here is a caption from a photograph the ABC published on its website:

... smoke rises after Israeli jets fired missile on the village of Rachaya Al-Fokar near Chibaa in south Lebanon after Hezbollah guerillas captured two Israeli soldiers in attacks in south Lebanon

Again, they were captured inside Israel, weren’t they?

Mr Scott—I will take that on notice.

Answer: 

The ABC website caption inaccurately described the location of the capture of the Israeli soldiers. This error was corrected when it was brought to the ABC’s attention. 

Outcome 1, Output 1.1, 1.2, 1.3 





Question: 58

Topic: Jonestown

Hansard Page: ECITA 92

Senator Conroy asked:

Senator CONROY— In total, how much money did the ABC spend on the Jonestown project?

Mr Scott—Around $100,000. That would include the advance to Mr Masters for the work, but also prepublication work that was completed, much of which was refunded to the ABC from Allen and Unwin.

Senator CONROY—Can you provide a breakdown of the costs?

Mr Scott—I can give that to you on notice.

Answer: 

A breakdown of costs incurred is as follows:

Editing
$13,055.00

Typesetting
$2,000.00

Picture research 
$1,750.00

High resolution pictures
$5,953.50

External legalling
$54,368.00

Advance to Author
$50,000.00

TOTAL
 $127,126.50

The ABC has recouped $49,626.50 in costs from Allen and Unwin. 
Outcome 1, Output 1.1, 1.2, 1.3 





Question: 59

Topic: Mr Robb’s speech

Hansard Page: ECITA 99/100

Senator Fierravanti-Wells asked:

Senator FIERRAVANTI-WELLS—…..This is the question of Mr Robb's speech where he only referred to the words 'integrate', but your journalist referred to it as 'assimilate'. It is question No. 169…. I want you to go back and have a look at the speech that Mr Robb gave.

Mr Scott—…We will come back to you on that
Answer: 

On review of the speech, the ABC accepts that Mr Robb made a distinction between a policy of assimilation and one of integration, and that in a political and policy context this distinction is understood.

As explained in the answer to Question 169 from the May 2006 Estimates, the word ‘assimilate’ was used because the reporter wished to avoid repeating the word ‘integrate’ and considered the two words interchangeable. There was no intention to misrepresent Mr Robb’s speech. 

See also answer to Question 82. 

Outcome 1, Output 1.1, 1.2, 1.3 





Question: 60

Topic: Fundraisers

Hansard Page: ECITA 104

Senator Conroy asked:

Senator CONROY— Have you attended any other political party fundraisers since you took up your position with the ABC?

Mr Scott—No party fundraisers, no. I do not expect to attend any fundraisers.

Senator CONROY—Are any other board members attending?

Mr Scott—I cannot answer for the board.

Senator CONROY—Do you think it is appropriate for ABC management to attend political party fundraisers?

Mr Scott—I have not considered the issue. I do not intend to—

Senator CONROY—I am happy for you to take it on notice and give us your considered view.

Mr Scott—Yes, I will respond to you on notice on that.

Answer: 

The ABC does not think it appropriate for ABC senior executives to attend political party fundraisers.

Outcome 1, Output 1.1, 1.2, 1.3 





Question: 61

Topic: Changes in Presenters

Hansard Page: ECITA 104

Senator Conroy asked:

Senator CONROY— What are the reasons behind the substantial changes in presenters on ABC Radio, Illawarra?

Mr Scott—I will have to take that on notice.

Senator CONROY—Why are three longstanding presenters not currently broadcasting on the local station?

Mr Scott—I will take that on notice and come back to you.

Senator CONROY—Is there any truth—and we may even be able to confirm this right here and now—in the rumour that one local presenter was stood down following a complaint from Senator Fierravanti-Wells?

Mr Scott—There has been an issue with an announcer down there, but let me take that on notice and come back to you on it.

Senator CONROY—Was it in regard to a complaint from Senator Fierravanti-Wells?

Mr Scott—Yes. Thank you. I will come back to you on notice on ABC Illawarra.

Answer: 

Senator Fierravanti-Wells complained specifically about two on-air interviews conducted by Peter Hand on 97.3 ABC Illawarra Mornings. This was investigated by the ABC in line with standard complaints handling procedure, which does not differentiate according to the origin of complaints. It was determined that the ABC's Editorial Policies had been breached on both occasions. Mr Hand was removed from on-air duties while further investigation took place. Mr Hand is now working in his position as a producer at the station. 

Other staff absences relate to illness, maternity leave and a temporary staff transfer.

Outcome 1, Output 1.1, 1.2, 1.3 





Question: 62

Topic: Fraud in the ABC

Hansard Page: ECITA 105

Senator Wortley asked:

Senator WORTLEY— A former ABC employee will face trial in Sydney in November for allegedly defrauding the ABC by using false petty cash claims, invoices, Cabcharge dockets and ABC credit cards between May 2000 and October 2004. How many members of your staff have been investigated and had allegations of negligence directed at them in relation to this case?

Mr Scott—I am not sure that we are in a position to answer that because it does relate to a matter that is before the court, as you suggest, and will be before the court in November. I cannot answer any question that is related to issues from within the ABC that will come up for trial in November.

Senator WORTLEY—This is not in relation to the court case as such but in relation to what you consider to be negligence.

Mr Scott—It is in relationship to incidents that are going to be reviewed before the court in November, and so, of course, I cannot answer that.

Senator WORTLEY—Can you take the questions related to this on notice and provide the answers following that.

Mr Scott—Following the resolution of the court case, yes, we can.

Senator WORTLEY—How many of the staff members that are being or have been investigated came under the alliance and CPSU agreement and how many came under the senior executive agreement or AWAs?

Mr Scott—We will put that on notice for after November and the case resolution, assuming the legal processes are complete and no longer before the court.

Answer: 

The ABC is not in a position to respond while these matters remain before the courts. The trial date set for November was vacated and a new trial date has been set for 21 May 2007. 

Outcome 1, Output 1.1, 1.2, 1.3 





Question: 63

Topic: Independent Complaints Review Panel

Hansard Page: ECITA 106/107

Senator Wortley asked:

Senator WORTLEY— In 13.7.14 you refer to the Independent Complaints Review Panel. It reads:

Reviews will be conducted entirely informally, without legal representation. 

I take it that these reviews will include reviews with ABC staff?

Mr Green—They may do.

Senator WORTLEY—In relation to that, there have been some concerns raised because it talks about legal representation. Will staff be entitled to union and/or legal representation at those reviews?

Mr Scott—It has not come up before. Let me take that on notice and come back to you formally.

Answer: 

The reviews referred to in this question are reviews undertaken by the Independent Complaints Review Panel (ICRP). This Panel was established by the ABC Board in 1991 to review complaints relating to allegations of serious cases of bias, lack of balance or unfair treatment arising from an ABC broadcast or broadcasts. In 2005, the Board announced some changes to the operation of the Panel, including the extension of its jurisdiction to allegations of serious cases of factual inaccuracy, and the publication of material on ABC Online. 

The ICRP process is a process of review. A complaint can only be referred to the Panel for review once the ABC’s normal complaints handling procedures have been completed, or in circumstances where the ABC has not responded to the complainant within a specified time and the Panel concludes that the ABC has failed to provide an acceptable reason for the delay.

The Editorial Policies set out the Panel’s jurisdiction and procedures. These have always included a clause to the effect that reviews will be conducted entirely informally, without legal representation. This clause serves to remind all parties of the nature of the ICRP process: it is not a judicial process or a disciplinary process; it is a review process which considers whether a particular program or publication has complied with relevant Editorial Policies.

The ABC is not aware of any staff concerns about the availability of legal or union representation in the course of ICRP reviews. Should such a concern be raised, the ABC would consider the matter taking into account the particular circumstances of the case and the staff member’s individual concerns. However, the ABC would emphasise that it is a misunderstanding of the ICRP process to construe it as a legal process where legal representation of parties is advisable. It is also relevant to note that the review process is typically conducted by exchange of written material, and editorial staff are involved in the preparation of the ABC’s submissions to the Panel.

Outcome 1, Output 1.1, 1.2, 1.3 





Question: 64

Topic: ABC Prize Money

Hansard Page: ECITA 107

Senator Wortley asked:

Senator WORTLEY— I understand that there was discussion with the relevant unions regarding ABC prize money for radio journalists being distributed back to the specific program team that the journalist or program maker was part of, but that the ABC did not honour the undertaking and has implemented or put forward the policy.

Mr Scott—I am not aware of that. I will have to take that on notice.

Answer: 

ABC Radio is not aware of any undertaking to unions regarding cash prizes. ABC Radio's policy and practice is to distribute any prize monies to the relevant program area.

Outcome 1, Output 1.1, 1.2, 1.3 





Question: 65

Topic: Women’s Netball

Hansard Page: ECITA 108

Senator Lundy asked:

Senator LUNDY— I have one question. Can you ever envisage a time when the ABC would be willing to pay for the rights to broadcast the national women’s netball league or, indeed, the tests?

Mr Scott—I do not have the details of the commercial arrangements before me now, but I am happy to come back to you on that.

Senator LUNDY—If you could take that on notice, and also the ratings of the recent test series, that would be very interesting.

Answer: 

Netball Australia provides access to their various competitions which allows for the ABC coverage. Neither party provides financial consideration as part of this commercial arrangement. If Netball Australia were to impose an access fee (on top of the ABC’s cash and resources commitment for the broadcast), the ABC would review its arrangement with Netball Australia.

The average audience across the five cities was 68 426 for the match on 12 October, 269 911 for that on 14 October and 209 079 for the match on 16 October 2006.

Outcome 1, Output 1.1, 1.2, 1.3 





Question: 66

Topic: Comment by Sarah McDonald

Written Question on Notice

Senator Fierravanti-Wells asked:

I refer to an item on Sydney Radio 702 on 4 August 2006 in a chat with Barry Cassidy about comparisons between Bob Hawke’s comment that by 1990 no Australian child will live in poverty, and a similar statement from Kim Beazley, Sarah McDonald made this comment:

“Bob Hawke lived to regret that comment, let’s hope Kim Beazley doesn’t”. 

Why is it a matter of concern for an ABC broadcaster whether or not the Labor leader comes to regret one of his comments?

Answer: 

Presenter Sarah MacDonald's comment related to Labor leader Kim Beazley’s promise that within two terms (six years) the standard of living for remote Aboriginal communities would be brought up to first-world standards. The comment was an expression of hope that standards will be improved, rather than a literal reference to whether Mr Beazley would or would not live to regret his words.

Outcome 1, Output 1.1, 1.2, 1.3 





Question: 67

Topic: Matt Abraham

Written Question on Notice

Senator Fierravanti-Wells asked:

On 7 July 2006 Adelaide radio host Matt Abraham made the following comment about a letter from David Hicks to his father:

“It really is quite heart-rending.” 

Is that sort of editorialising on behalf of an accused terrorist and war criminal appropriate? 

Would the ABC look into the enclosed matter from the same programme’s guest book: 

“Come on Matt, you really are sounding a bit boring with your continual jibes about the most recent appointments to the ABC Board. The more you carry on, the more we start to think that maybe there is an entrenched culture at the ABC.”   

Please comment on this.

Answer: 

Matt Abraham’s comment referred to the tone and emotive language of David Hicks’ letter. The wide‑ranging discussion also questioned whether it was David Hicks' own work or whether he had had some assistance in writing such an emotive letter. 
891 ABC Adelaide Mornings discussed the appointment of Mr Peter Hurley to the ABC Board. As a well-known Adelaide identity and a South Australian appointment to the Board, there was local public interest in Mr Hurley’s new role.

ABC Guestbooks are intended to allow for open discussion and critique of programs.

Outcome 1, Output 1.1, 1.2, 1.3 





Question: 68

Topic: Christine Wallace

Written Question on Notice

Senator Fierravanti-Wells asked:

I note on the same programme the Canberra commentator you engage, Christine Wallace, speaking about the death of the Al Qaeda leader in Iraq, described him as: “the famed Zarqawi.”  Not notorious or infamous, but famed. Why?

Enclosed are a series of summaries of other comments she has made on this programme, because as the ABC will no doubt know, she is married to Kim Beazley’s former Chief of Staff Michael Costello. Ms Wallace appears to be using this show to push Labor Party propaganda.

Answer: 

The ABC believes "famed" – meaning famous, notorious - was an appropriate description. 
Ms Wallace was employed as a specialist political commentator in Canberra on a short-term basis in the absence of regular commentator Tony Wright from The Bulletin. Ms Wallace’s relationship with Mr Costello was regularly raised during her discussions on the program.

The program also takes analysis and commentary from Philip Coorey of The Sydney Morning Herald and Samantha Maiden from The Australian.

Outcome 1, Output 1.1, 1.2, 1.3 





Question: 69

Topic: Cindy Sheehan

Written Question on Notice

Senator Fierravanti-Wells asked:

Why did the ABC published on the Radio National web site, a promotion for an event organised by the Maritime Union of Australia involving the American political activist Cindy Sheehan. Is this appropriate? 

Answer: 

A reference to two events under the title Unity for Peace Concerts was published on the online playlist on Radio National’s world music program The Daily Planet. The ABC acknowledges that the online entries should have given greater emphasis to the musical performance components of these events, which was the basis for their publication on the program’s playlist.

Outcome 1, Output 1.1, 1.2, 1.3 





Question: 70

Topic: Virginia Trioli

Written Question on Notice

Senator Fierravanti-Wells asked:

Would the ABC explain this comment from Virginia Trioli to Greg Combet the trade unionist: 

“I mean don’t we have a problem there if a Labor premier is actually arguing something that is clearly counter to the view you’re holding Greg Combet.” 

Is it her and Combet versus the premiers? 

Answer: 

It is clear from the transcript that Ms Trioli was using ‘we’ in the third person sense to refer to Mr Combet having a problem – namely a potential rift between traditional political allies. 

Outcome 1, Output 1.1, 1.2, 1.3 





Question: 71

Topic: Geraldine Mellet

Written Question on Notice

Senator Fierravanti-Wells asked:

Enclosed is a transcript of an apparent exchange on Perth Local Radio from 9 June 2006 between caller “Jack” and the host Geraldine Mellet. This appears to be a case of a Labor Party plant being able to get on the airwaves in the guise of an ordinary talkback caller.

Answer: 

The ABC cannot identify callers’ affiliations if they choose not to declare them, or if they make false statements. 

Outcome 1, Output 1.1, 1.2, 1.3 





Question: 72

Topic: Jennifer Byrne

Written Question on Notice

Senator Fierravanti-Wells asked:

Jennifer Byrne, standing in for Richard Glover on Sydney radio on 4 October 2006, appears to have made this comment about the Prime Minister’s attendance at the 50th anniversary dinner for “Quadrant” magazine: 

“I think what struck me was that the Prime Minister was making no excuse for his attendance at this.” 

Is it the view of left-wing ABC journalists that the Prime Minister should have to provide an excuse whenever he talks to a conservative audience?

Answer: 

It is not the view of the ABC that the Prime Minister should have to provide an excuse for talking to a conservative audience and that was not the intent of the comment quoted.

Outcome 1, Output 1.1, 1.2, 1.3 





Question: 73

Topic: Richard Margetson

Written Question on Notice

Senator Fierravanti-Wells asked:

Did radio presenter in Darwin, Richard Margetson, make this comment when he was interviewing the Prime Minister on 4 October 2006:

“Twenty three past ten, John Howard is with us, he is the Prime Minister of Australia in case you’ve never heard of him, I’m sure you have.” 

Wasn’t this a gratuitous, smart-alec comment which has no place at a professional broadcaster?

Answer: 

The comment was made during an extensive 20-minute interview with the Prime Minister.

The irony of the comment in light of the duration of the interview and Mr Howard's tenure as Prime Minister, and in its delivery, is obvious when listening to the audio, rather than merely reading an excerpt from the transcript. The interview was conducted in a professional manner in a format designed for an ABC Local Radio audience, with a lighter touch and more a conversational style than an ABC News or Current Affairs interview.

Outcome 1, Output 1.1, 1.2, 1.3 





Question: 74

Topic: Alan Sunderland memo 

Written Question on Notice

Senator Fierravanti-Wells asked:

A. News executive Alan Sunderland has issued a memo about the picture of David Hicks firing or holding a bazooka. ABC reporters now have to make sure, “that care should be taken to ensure it is used appropriately.”  What does that mean?  Does it mean that it should only be used if one of your stories refers to his time in Kosovo?  Have you caved in to pressure from the Hicks’ lobby?

B. How many times has the ABC broadcast that photo since the memo was issued in about September?  And would it equally be appropriate to use the picture of Hicks in a sweater at home in Adelaide, only if your story referred to his time in Adelaide?  How many pictures of Hicks do you have, to use?   

Answer: 

A:
The Head of Network and State Coverage for ABC News and Current Affairs, Alan Sunderland, issued the following note to editorial staff:

‘Subject: DAVID HICKS PHOTO

There is a well-known photo of David Hicks holding a rocket launcher. This image is sometimes used in our stories.

The background to this photo is that it was taken in Kosovo, not Afghanistan, when David Hicks was briefly with the Kosovo Liberation Army, fighting against Serbia. There are a couple of important points to make about the photo.

· It does NOT depict David Hicks at a time when he was a member of an armed group fighting against the US or against Western forces generally.

· It was a 'staged' group photo showing David Hicks and others with an unloaded rocket launcher. There is no evidence that he ever used one or fired one himself.

Because of that, caution should be exercised if and when this photo is used in a story, otherwise it may mislead our audience into believing it is a genuine photo of David Hicks, armed with a rocker launcher, engaged in activity in Afghanistan which resulted in his detention at Guantanamo Bay.

Supporters of David Hicks have asked that the photo not be used at all, but we are not banning its use. However, care should be taken to ensure it is used appropriately. If in doubt, refer upwards as always.

Alan Sunderland

Head of Network and State Coverage’

The memo reminds reporters of the sort of care that needs to be taken with news images at all times – that they be used appropriately and in a way that does not have the potential to mislead.

It does not mean that the photo should be used only in a story which specifically refers to Kosovo or that the ABC has ‘caved in to pressure from the Hicks’ lobby”.. 

B.
A search of ABC News bulletins indicates that the image has not been used since the memo was distributed. 


For the same reasons that the image of David Hicks in Kosovo is not restricted to use only in stories about Kosovo, neither is the image of David Hicks in Adelaide restricted to use only in stories about Adelaide.


A search of the ABC News library archive indicates that there are eight still images on file featuring David Hicks.

Outcome 1, Output 1.1, 1.2, 1.3 





Question: 75

Topic: Rafael Epstein

Written Question on Notice

Senator Fierravanti-Wells asked:

It is noted that your London reporter Rafael Epstein publicised his personal opposition to the Iraq War, during an item on Correspondents’ Report on 1 October 2006. Do you think this is appropriate?

Answer: 

Mr Epstein was not expressing his personal opinion. He was speaking in a conversational style, which is common on Correspondents Report, and describing the abilities of the British Prime Minister to engage a hostile audience through his oratory skills.

The transcript follows.

RAFAEL EPSTEIN: Nothing can really prepare you for the oratorical force of a speech by Tony Blair.

I've been wowed by the Dalai Lama and Nelson Mandela simply answering journalists' questions. I've watched the electricity pass through a room when Cathy Freeman and Ian Thorpe walk into it.

And I've seen big set speeches from John Howard and Kim Beazley.

But while some of the most impressive people have a special aura that can affect you, only Tony Blair can sweep you up with a rhetorical flourish and find you nodding your head in complete agreement with something that for many years you've completely opposed.

Everything from privatised hospitals, invading Iraq and ID cards somehow just for a moment become part of one coherent whole, something that British Labor 100 years ago would have endorsed as "progressive", whatever that means.

While no small quote can do the experience justice, he is in my judgement the best political orator of his generation, so much so the British press like to call him an actor politician.

TONY BLAIR: The next election won't be about image, unless we let it be. It'll be about who has the strength, the judgement, the weight, the ideas for Britain's future in an uncertain world - and we do. This party does!

RAFAEL EPSTEIN: The next best thing for a journalist at the British Labor Conference is access. Normally, we at the ABC's London office would be knocked back with predictable monotony if we wanted to interview a cabinet minister, but not at this conference.

Outcome 1, Output 1.1, 1.2, 1.3 





Question: 76

Topic: Complaint against Daniel Hoare

Written Question on Notice

Senator Fierravanti-Wells asked:

It is noted that a complaint was upheld against reporter Daniel Hoare and the “AM” programme for failing to produce a balanced broadcast on an immigration matter. You found that the programme failed to contact DIMA for a response, and that the web site headline for the story was also wrong. Was the producer of “AM” Mr Burgess counselled over this serious lapse?

Answer: 

The producer of the program was not counselled. Management counselled the reporter, which was the appropriate course of action. 

Outcome 1, Output 1.1, 1.2, 1.3 





Question: 77

Topic: Party Drugs

Written Question on Notice

Senator Fierravanti-Wells asked:

The ABC agreed with an issue raised at May Estimates, that illegal drugs should not be referred to as “party drugs”, at least in news and current affairs. Virginia Trioli used this reference, to “party drugs”, on 27 September 2006 at about 10.45am. Would you consider extending this policy to all areas, not just news?

Answer: 

Ms Trioli’s use of the term was not inappropriate.

In her introduction to an interview with Professor Ernest Ducker, Ms Trioli said, "Tomorrow in Darling Harbour at the Convention Centre, a two-day conference will be held examining amphetamines - its use, abuse and the epidemic of the kind of amphetamine - the terms, they come and go, but the concept of that use - sometimes called - and mistakenly for some - party drugs."  

Throughout the 12‑minute interview the term "illicit drugs" was used. 

Outcome 1, Output 1.1, 1.2, 1.3 





Question: 78

Topic: Style Guide

Written Question on Notice

Senator Fierravanti-Wells asked:

The ABC continues to breach the news and current affairs style guide in relation to reporting the size of anti-Government trade union protests. Enclosed are another five examples of your reporters referring to “more than” a certain number of protestors, making it seem like the ABC is impressed with the size of the union protests.

Answer: 

The ABC does not accept that the examples quoted indicated the ABC was ‘impressed with the size of the union protests’. In one of the examples quoted the reporter quoted a range of estimates and noted the Melbourne crowd was “20,000 people short of what organisers had hoped for”. 

Outcome 1, Output 1.1, 1.2, 1.3 





Question: 79

Topic: Union Protests

Written Question on Notice

Senator Fierravanti-Wells asked:

It is noted that, once again, you helpfully provided full details of the time and place of union protests in a news story, this time on ABC News Online on 28 June 2006:

“In Darwin workers will hold a rally at Raintree Park in the city at noon.”  

What action was taken subsequent to this?

Answer: 

The ABC agrees that it would have been preferable to avoid publication of the rally details. 

The fact that a rally or protest is taking place however is often newsworthy, particularly if it causes community or traffic disruption.

Outcome 1, Output 1.1, 1.2, 1.3 





Question: 80

Topic: David Peetz 

Written Question on Notice

Senator Fierravanti-Wells asked:

The ABC continues to use one David Peetz as some sort of impartial commentator on IR issues, without ever disclosing his links to the union movement, including his role as official bard for the union publication “Workers Online.”  Why?  Will his conflict of interest be declared from now on? How many times has he appeared on the ABC over Industrial Relations, and what other experts has the ABC used?  Please provide full details.

Answer: 

A search of the ABC’s News and Current Affairs program websites revealed only one occasion since May 2006 in which Mr Peetz has been interviewed on industrial relations issues. Also interviewed in the same story was Mark Triffitt from the Business Council of Australia. Mr Peetz was introduced as “Dr David Peetz heads the Department of Industrial Relations at Griffith University.”  News and Current Affairs programs have used a range of people to comment on industrial relations issues. 

Outcome 1, Output 1.1, 1.2, 1.3 





Question: 81

Topic: Terry Hicks

Written Question on Notice

Senator Fierravanti-Wells asked:

The ABC also publicised details on 25 June 2006 of a rally in Brisbane involving Terry Hicks, in a news story, which urged people to attend. Why?

Answer: 

The ABC did not publicise details of where or when the rally was being held. The ABC did not urge people to attend. The ABC quoted Terry Hicks as urging people to attend. 
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