Senate Environment, Communications, Information Technology & the Arts Legislation Committee
ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS ON NOTICE

Environment and Heritage

Budget Supplementary Estimates 2003-2004, (4 November 2003)


Outcome:

1. Environment



Question No: 98

Sub-outcome:



Output:  

1.3 Coasts and Oceans

Division/Agency:

Parks Australia

Topic: 

Marine Protected Areas

Hansard Page ECITA:
104-105

Senator Wong asked:
It is a very simple question. There was a recent poster produced by the department entitled Commonwealth marine protected areas: benefits to all and I wanted to know where the funding came from and how much the poster cost to produce and distribute
Answer/s:

Two posters were produced under the title The Commonwealth marine protected areas: benefits for all as part of the Commonwealth Marine Protected Area program. 
Funding came from the Natural Heritage Trust

Production cost 
$4818.70

Distribution cost
$  298.34
Total


$5117.04
Outcome:

1. Environment


Question No: 103, 106, 107

Sub-outcome:



Output:  

1.9 Parks and Reserves

Division/Agency:

Parks Australia

Topic: 

Christmas Island

Hansard Page ECITA:
Post hearing on-notice

Senator Wong asked:


QNo 103.
How much has the Commonwealth spent on programs to protect red crabs? Please detail project type and expenditure?

QNo 106.
How successful have revegetation efforts been in restoring cleared vegetation to original condition after mining? Is it possible to restore mined areas to original condition? What is a realistic expectation for revegetation compared with original vegetation on mined areas?

QNo 107.
Has the success of revegetation works been monitored? By who? Is the monitoring ongoing? Are the reports publicly available? Can I get a copy?
Answers:

QNo 103.
How much has the Commonwealth spent on programs to protect red crabs? Please detail project type and expenditure?

Since 1985, international experts have averaged approximately 3 months a year undertaking management-oriented red crab research on Christmas Island. The operational costs of this totalled approximately $130,000. The Commonwealth has borne around 30% of these costs directly (most studies were ARC-funded). Total costs are however much higher as salaries and substantial support costs have been borne by various institutions and the Commonwealth – including Parks Australia. Outcomes have been reported in scientific papers, reports and books. 
More than $1.5 million of Federal funding has been used to control yellow crazy ants - $200,000 of which was funded under the Natural Heritage Trust. The protection of red crabs and the restoration of their habitat has been a key driver of yellow crazy ant control. 

In total 44 under-road ‘crab crossings’ have been installed at a cost of $4.4 million to reduce crab mortality due to traffic.

QNo 106(a).
How successful have revegetation efforts been in restoring cleared vegetation to original condition after mining?

Over the last three decades, over 200 hectares of native and exotic trees have been planted over a variety of former mine sites on Christmas Island. The quality and success rate of these plantings has been variable, mainly due to different rehabilitation methods and maintenance regimes applied over this period.
QNo 106(b).
Is it possible to restore mined areas to original condition?

Nearly all mined areas were originally rainforest. It is possible to restore rainforest provided sufficient soil is returned to mined sites. There is estimated to be only enough soil remaining on the island to restore, at best, 20% of the original rainforest that was cleared for mining.

QNo 106(c).
What is a realistic expectation for revegetation compared with original vegetation on mined areas?

A maximum of 20% of the mined areas can be restored to rainforest. Any rehabilitation to create vegetation other than rainforest on the mined areas is generally undesirable, because such vegetation increases the likelihood of invasive species affecting remaining intact rainforest (all of Christmas Island’s endemic species are rainforest species). 
QNo 107(a). Has the success of revegetation works been monitored? By who? Is the monitoring ongoing? 
Revegetation by Parks Australia has been monitored as follows:

· In 1980, a report on the rehabilitation of phosphate quarries was completed by CSIRO (Mitchell).

· In 1987, the ‘Rehabilitation of Mined Clearings on Christmas Island’ report was completed by Carew-Reid.

· In 1991, a review of the current rehabilitation techniques was completed by a consultant (Tracey, ex-CSIRO).

· In 1992, a report ‘Growth and Survivorship of the Christmas Island Rainforest Rehabilitation Program (CIRRP)’ was completed by ANPWS (Yorkston et al.).

· In 1996, an assessment of the CIRRP was completed by CSIRO (Hopkins et al.).

· In late 2000, a new rehabilitation methodology was adopted by Parks Australia. The methodology was designed by the Centre for Mined Land Rehabilitation, University of Queensland. 

In addition to the above, Parks Australia undertakes ongoing monitoring of rehabilitation it has managed.

Revegetation by Phosphate Resources Ltd has been monitored as follows:

Under the terms and conditions of the Commonwealth’s mine lease with Phosphate Resources Limited, rehabilitation is required to be undertaken prior to the surrender of areas of the mine lease. To date no areas have been returned however, we are working with Phosphate Resources Limited to have areas rehabilitated prior to the lease requirements. 

QNo 107(b). Are the reports publicly available? Can I get a copy?
All Parks Australia reports are available from the Department of the Environment and Heritage. 
In relation to PRL's current mining lease, no reports are available as no areas of the mine lease have been returned to the Commonwealth (refer QON 107 (a)). 


