Senate Environment, Communications, Information Technology & the Arts Legislation Committee
ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS ON NOTICE

Environment and Heritage

Budget Supplementary Estimates 2003-2004, (4 November 2003)


Outcome:

1. Environment



Question No: 26

Sub-outcome:

Protection, wise use, understanding and enjoyment of the Great Barrier Reef
Output:  

1.1

Division/Agency:

Great Barrier Reef Marine Park Authority

Topic: 

Reasons for zoning of Egret Reef
Hansard Page ECITA:
71

Senator McLucas asked:
I am advised—and, once again, I have not seen this—that the reason for zoning Egret Reef, near Cooktown, was that it was important for the recreational fishery. How does that fit with what you have just said?
Answer/s:

Egret Reef is a small reef immediately offshore from Cooktown. Because of its very close proximity to Cooktown, the Authority is concerned that this reef has the potential to be subject to over use, which in turn could lead to localised depletion of target species and flow-on ecological impacts. Computer modelling has also previously indicated that Egret Reef is a source reef (i.e. because of the pattern of water currents, source reefs provide a source of larvae for adjacent reefs). Submissions have highlighted the importance of this reef to the Cooktown community and have also expressed concern about potential for localised depletion of fish stocks if appropriate limitations are not applied. 
Under the proposed Conservation Park zoning, Egret Reef remains open to both commercial and recreational fishing; however, appropriate limitations have been placed on the types of fishing and the apparatus that may be used.

Outcome:

1. Environment



Question No: 27
Sub-outcome:

Protection, wise use, understanding and enjoyment of the Great Barrier Reef
Output:  

1.1

Division/Agency:

Great Barrier Reef Marine Park Authority

Topic: 

Southern Cross Report

Hansard Page ECITA:
72-73

Senator McLucas asked:  
How much did the Southern Cross Report cost?

Answer/s:

The report you refer to as the “Southern Cross Report” is actually being conducted by the consultants PDP Australia. It cost $54,769.00 (including GST) phased over four milestones in the contract: 

· acceptance of tender - 10%; 

· preliminary report (summarising relevant data) - 30%; 

· report on Draft Zoning Plan (to finalise methods to use) – 25%; 

· report on revised Zoning Plan (35%). 
All but the last report were delivered, and paid for, in the 2002-03 financial year.

Outcome:

1. Environment



Question No: 28

Sub-outcome:

Protection, wise use, understanding and enjoyment of the Great Barrier Reef
Output:  

1.7
Division/Agency:

Great Barrier Reef Marine Park Authority

Topic: 

Visitation Numbers – Reef HQ

Hansard Page ECITA:
73

Senator McLucas asked:  
Thank you for the detail in question 12 on visitation numbers, which we now have to June 2003. Could I please have an update through to the end of last month, please?

Answer/s:

See table below:
	Reef HQ Total Revenue and Visitor Numbers

	Calendar Year
	Month
	Total Visitors
	Total Revenue $

	2001
	Jan
	7,523
	132,021

	
	Feb
	4,723
	86,345

	
	Mar
	5,643
	129,911

	
	Apr
	7,661
	89,910

	
	May
	6,684
	130,764

	
	Jun
	9,383
	159,256

	
	Jul
	11,970
	249,163

	
	Aug
	10,670
	198,550

	
	Sep
	9,303
	172,802

	
	Oct
	9,741
	175,355

	
	Nov
	7,599
	131,750

	
	Dec
	6,916
	116,084

	
	
	
	

	2002
	Jan
	9,428
	121,212

	
	Feb
	2,107
	43,096

	
	Mar
	0
	2,170

	
	Apr
	0
	5,650

	
	May
	0
	3,104

	
	Jun
	0
	2,089

	
	Jul
	384
	9,813

	
	Aug
	15,745
	290,094

	
	Sep
	11,920
	210,998

	
	Oct
	10,007
	194,602

	
	Nov
	8,235
	148,100

	
	Dec
	7,111
	144,462

	
	
	
	

	2003
	Jan
	9,158
	161,780

	
	Feb
	4,233
	92,655

	
	Mar
	5,853
	115,962

	
	Apr
	8,444
	155,020

	
	May
	6,182
	123,324

	
	Jun
	8,932
	180,160

	
	Jul
	13740
	273,555

	
	Aug
	10997
	214,322

	
	Sep
	10644
	200,053

	
	Oct
	10455
	198,637


Outcome:
1. Environment



Question No: 29

Sub-outcome:
Protection, wise use, understanding and enjoyment of the Great Barrier Reef
Output:  
All

Division/Agency:
Great Barrier Reef Marine Park Authority

Topic: 
Staffing at the GBRMPA

Hansard Page ECITA:
71

Senator McLucas asked: 

Question 14 was around staffing. Could I also have an update at the end of September on the current staffing, with the same data you provided, please?

Answer/s:

	Output
	30 Sept 2003

	Conservation, Biodiversity & World Heritage

(including RAP Task Force)
	14.00

	Water Quality and Coastal Development
	12.50

	Fisheries
	6.50

	Tourism & Recreation
	6.69

	Park Management

· Field Management
· Planning & Impact Assess

· Liaison

Sub-total Park Management
	6.00

19.00

7.00

32.00



	Information for Management
	29.20

	Communication & Education 

Reef HQ
	13.67

23.60

	Sub-Total Direct Outputs
	138.16

	Executive Management
	7.00

	Ministerial & Legal Services
	6.00

	Corporate Services
	20.75

	Total All Staff
	171.91


Outcome:
1. Environment



Question No: 30

Sub-outcome:
Protection, wise use, understanding and enjoyment of the Great Barrier Reef
Output:  
1.5

Division/Agency:
Great Barrier Reef Marine Park Authority

Topic: 
Public Environment Report (PER) 

Hansard Page ECITA:
74

Senator McLucas asked:  
Will that supplementary PER go through the same public comment process?

Has the supplementary PER been received and if so what chain of events will occur subsequent to that?
Answer/s:

The supplementary PER is required to be published. It was received on 21 November 2003 and will be made available through the GBRMPA website (www.gbrmpa.gov.au). The GBRMPA will prepare a report for the Minister on the Supplementary PER. The Minister will then provide advice to the GBRMPA prior to a GBRMPA permit decision. Formal public comment on the supplementary PER is not required.

