Senate Environment, Communications, Information Technology & the Arts Legislation Committee
ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS ON NOTICE

Transport and Regional Services

Department of Transport and Regional Services

Budget Supplementary Estimates 2003-2004, (4 November 2003)


Question:  39**
Topic:  Christmas Island
Hansard Page/Additional: Post Hearing on-Notice
Output:  2.3 Services to Territories
Senator Wong asked:

How much does Phosphate Resources Limited pay in rehabilitation levies?

Answer:

Phosphate Resources Limited currently pay a conservation levy of $1.74 per shipped dry tonne of phosphate on a minimum of 350,000 tonnes per annum. In 2002/03 the conservation levy totalled $745,225.

**
This question on notice was forwarded by the Department of the Environment and Heritage to the Department of Transport for a response. 


This response relates to ECITA qon108 as listed in the ECITA Committee’s index of questions on notice

Question:  40**
Topic:  Christmas Island
Hansard Page/Additional: Post Hearing on-Notice
Output:  2.3 Services to Territories
Senator Wong asked:

Who collects and administers the levy?  How much is it per annum.

Answer:

The Department of Transport and Regional Services has collected and administered the conservation levy since 1 July 2002. In 2002/03 the conservation levy totalled $745,225.

**
This question on notice was forwarded by the Department of the Environment and Heritage to the Department of Transport for a response. 


This response relates to ECITA qon109 as listed in the ECITA Committee’s index of questions on notice
Question:  41**
Topic:  Christmas Island
Hansard Page/Additional: Post Hearing on-Notice
Output:  2.3 Services to Territories
Senator Wong asked:

Have there been any changes in recent times?  Please detail.

Answer:

Yes. In March 2002 the Government decided to redirect the payment of the conservation levy to the Department of Transport and Regional Services.

**
This question on notice was forwarded by the Department of the Environment and Heritage to the Department of Transport for a response. 


This response relates to ECITA qon110 as listed in the ECITA Committee’s index of questions on notice
Question:  42**
Topic:  Christmas Island
Hansard Page/Additional:  Post Hearing on-Notice
Output:  2.3 Services to Territories
Senator Wong asked:

Was Phosphate Resources Limited compensated for the surrender of leases required for development of the Asia Pacific Space Centre?  Please detail.

Answer:

Yes. The Asia Pacific Space Centre and Phosphate Resources Limited have entered into a commercial agreement for compensation, however the Commonwealth is not party to the agreement.

**
This question on notice was forwarded by the Department of the Environment and Heritage to the Department of Transport for a response. 


This response relates to ECITA qon111 as listed in the ECITA Committee’s index of questions on notice
Question:  43**
Topic:  Christmas Island
Hansard Page/Additional: Post Hearing on-Notice
Output:  2.3 Services to Territories
Senator Wong asked:

Was the company compensated for leases loss as a result of the development of the Immigration Reception and Processing Centre?  Provide details.

Answer:

Negotiations for compensation are continuing between the Commonwealth and Phosphate Resources Limited, in line with the mining lease.

**
This question on notice was forwarded by the Department of the Environment and Heritage to the Department of Transport for a response. 


This response relates to ECITA qon112 as listed in the ECITA Committee’s index of questions on notice
Question:  45**
Topic:  Christmas Island
Hansard Page/Additional: Post Hearing on-Notice
Output:  2.3 Services to Territories
Senator Wong asked:

re the lease documents publicly available?  Please provide copies.

Answer:
The lease document contains commercial information and has not been made publicly available to date.

**
This question on notice was forwarded by the Department of the Environment and Heritage to the Department of Transport for a response. 


This response relates to ECITA qon114 as listed in the ECITA Committee’s index of questions on notice
Question:  46**
Topic:  Christmas Island
Hansard Page/Additional: Post Hearing on-Notice
Output:  2.3 Services to Territories
Senator Wong asked:

Do the mining leases include a requirement to hand over the land to the Commonwealth upon cessation on mining?  Provide details of this requirement or any other similar requirement?

Answer:
Yes. Under Phosphate Resource Limited’s Lease a mining schedule details land to be handed back land to the Commonwealth as mining is completed.

**
This question on notice was forwarded by the Department of the Environment and Heritage to the Department of Transport for a response. 


This response relates to ECITA qon115 as listed in the ECITA Committee’s index of questions on notice
