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Question: 1

Topic: Vietnamese News Service
Hansard Page: ECITA 4

Senator Conroy asked:

Before the decision was made to broadcast the [Vietnamese language] program were any transcripts of the programs obtained and studied.

Mr Milan Yes

Senator Conroy Could we get copies of those - preferably translated?

Answer: 

The transcripts for bulletins of 22/09/03, 23/09/03, 24/09/03, 25/09/03, and 26/09/03, are attached.

Attachment 22/9/03

VTV News and Current Affairs 22/09/03

Headlines:

1/ Ceremony to start construction of the infrastructure of the new residential development in Hoa Vuong, Nam Dinh province

2/ The Vietnamese version of the World Bank’s report on the World Development is officially available in Vietnam.

3/ Even though our economy ranks 2nd in Asia, after China, what is behind the 7% annual growth – the investment effectiveness issue

4/ Today 21 September – we are marking the anniversary of the establishment of diplomatic relationship between Vietnam and Japan.

Bulletin

Presenter:

1/ Today, like other people in the world, Vietnam welcomes the release for the first time the Vietnamese (language) version of the 2004 World Report on Development by World Bank. The report’s title is ‘Services Improvement for the Poor’.

Reporter: 

The World Report on Development, 2004 by the World Bank points out that usually education, health care and clean water supply services have rarely been available for poor people. Even when the poor had access to these services, they often found it of bad quality or unaffordable. The World Bank considers this situation will create difficulties in meeting the target for development the new millennium, which is to reduce by half the population in poverty by 2015. 

However, in the report, Vietnam is singled out as an example of success in providing its poor people with education, health care, clean water supply and transportation. The bank has used data of living conditions from Vietnam and other countries in firming up its evaluation.

Martin Rama, World Bank’s economist in Vietnam: (Sart English) ‘Half a dozen of …. opportunities…(end English) …  (Start translation) There are up to 6 examples of the provision of services to the poor , which relate to Vietnam. We use Vietnam as an example of success in bringing public services to the poor. Although Vietnam is still a poor country, the statistics in its social development are much higher than those of other countries, which have the same level of growth. (end translation)

Reporter: . 

The World Bank comments that Vietnam has done better than others in providing essential services to its poor people because it has correctly and timely reformed its fully state planned economy into a market-based economy. Besides, as the poor were involved in the making and supervising policies, they helped bring success to poverty alleviation programmes, which have been funded by both the government and donor countries. The programmes have substantially helped improve the living standards in various deprived areas.

However, Vietnam is still faced with more tasks in to continue improve their services for its poor people. 

The report also says that services projects should not be wholly owned and managed by the private sector, as some of the results so far show that the quality of privatized education and health care projects did not meet the requirements from the community. 

(Reps: Trung Kien & Ngoc Anh )

2/ Pres: Our economy is now ranked 2nd after China in Asia. But behind the over 7 % growth in GDP, there’s looming a danger of an unsustainable development. This has been a subject for debate among macro economists, who often use phrases, such as ‘investment ineffectiveness hence poor growth’. To better our understanding of the issue, the following report deals with two important basic concepts, which are used to analyse an economy. First, the equation between investment fund and produce increase (ICOR) to assess investment effectiveness. Second, indicators on productivity enhancement (TFP) to test production. 
Caption: GDP quality assessed by various indicators

Rep: the effectiveness of investment is one of the essential factors to assess an economy and an important parameter to measure its growth. One could detect clearly ineffectiveness in various recent investment projects. The 8-year-long sugar production programme with a total investment of 10 000 billion Dong is now facing a loss of more than 2000 billion Dong. Every year, the government subsidies 44 000 billion Dong from its budget for development, but a sizeable part of which have been bogged down in uncompleted projects. This has not taken into account the vast amount of funding to compensate to free up sites and ground for new facilities, which often budgeted up to 30 % of the total investment capital. 

This brings up the ICOR concept, which deals with the question: how many units of investment are needed to create 1 unit of GDP. For Vietnam at the moment, 1 GDP unit needs 5 investment capital units, hence 1:5. But the standard ratio to make a profitable/effective investment is 1:3. 

Dr le Dang Doanh (senior economist): if we site 1992, the first year of reform. At that time, we only needed 2.6 unit of capital to create 1 unit of GDP. In following years, we needed 4 capital units. And now, according to some economists, we need 5.3 units – that’s too high. 

Rep: production efficiency is also an important parameter to measure the economic growth. It is measured by the experts using TFP – speed of productivity in major areas (literally translated??). This has been established on data of Vietnam’s industrial production in 1991-99 period, which shows clearly the inefficiency in its industrial production. 

Pie shows: 70.6% capital fund, 14.6 labour force, TFP = 14.8.

(in order to create 01 unit of industrial growth, funding accounts for the lion share while productivity is much insignificant. This shows that industrial growth in our country means increase in capital/subsidised funding, NOT due to increase of productivity. It also means that the country is investing in unprofitable or loss-making industries. 

Dr Tang Van Khien (Head of Science Institute of Statistics) – If we cannot lift productivity, we won’t be able to reduce the total costs, thence we can’t cut prices of products, then how are we to compete? It means we produce but we can’t sell. 
Rep: In any economy, investment efficiency and productivity are vital measurement for both policy makers in government as well as managers in enterprises. Using such parameters, they are able to foresee and decide where and how to put their money. 

3/ Pres: this morning, the Nam Dinh People’s Committee opened the construction of the infrastructure of Hoa Vuong urban residential area, located in Loc Hoa and Loc Vuong communes. Attended the ceremony were first deputy Prime Minister Nguyen Tan Dung and comrade Truong Tan Sang, poliburo member, head of the Central Economic Committee. 

Rep: the new urban residential site is on a 51 ha area with a total government fund of nearly 470 billion Dong. The main investment method is to prepare infrastructure and offer land to attract funding for construction. The Nam Dinh – based Nam Cuong construction company has been appointed as the main investor. It is tasked to complete the primary (infrastructure) phase within 01 years – including road and public facilities. The residential site will then be tendered out for constructors to build houses and dwellings for consumers. When completed, the new area is on the traffic route connecting Nam Dinh city with other provinces. Addressing the ceremony, deputy PM Nguyen Tan Dung highly praised the local government on its efforts to create a new urban area for its people.  Dung also remind the government and investors to compensate adequately local peasants, who have transferred their land for the development project. According to its new plan, Nam Dinh province will build 7 new urban residential areas by 2010.

4/ Pres: Vietnam General Corporation of Agricultural Machinery offers soft loans to support peasants in some of the Mekong delta provinces. This is to step up the mechanising process for agricultural production. The farmers there are offer 100 percent loan to buy machines and equipment for their production. As a result, the production has started to grow and the living conditions for the farmers are being improved.

Caption: agricultural incentive policy to provide machinery for southern area. 

Rep: Ploughing machines and grain processing machines and equipment have been in operation since the beginning of this year. The farmers could borrow up to 2-third of the cost to pay for the machine, interest free. Mr Nguyen Ngoc An has 3 ha cultivation land has tried the scheme for one season. He could reduce manual work and quickly has increased productivity.

Nguyen Ngoc An: ‘Lower cost, higher efficiency for the start. Secondly, saving time. Third, lifting productivity. I earnestly wish to have in this scheme, that is more funds to be widely available for those who have the need’

Rep: From the genuine demand of the peasants and the experience extracted from the 1 billion Dong investment experiments in Dong Nai province, Vietnam Corporation for Machinery for Agriculture has provided for farmers in a number of other provinces in the Mekong Delta. In Can Tho province, the scheme was welcome and supported by various levels of authorities. Currently there are areas in four of its districts, Vi Thuy, O Mon, Phung Hiep and Vi Thanh and two plantations with a total investment of nearly 5 billion Dong. 
Nguyen Thanh Son, Head of Agriculture and Rural Development dept, Can Tho – ‘It is great to have government funding to support the peasants. This is the important step in the process to bring machines to the rural area. Better equipped, the farmers will increase productivity in agriculture as well as their fishery activities. I think this is a very interesting idea’.

Apart from supplying hundreds of pieces of machines for the farmers to work on the field, fish farms and other agricultural manufacturing, the corporation is also set to supply accessories and totally free technical instruction support, demonstration and promotion of products. 

Nguyen Van Vu, Dep General Director of Corporation – ‘although newly implemented, the scheme was widely supported and welcome by the local authorities and farmers. We hope very much that with the scheme, people in the Mekong Delta can overcome difficulties in the coming flood and rainy season’.

Rep: With the new investment incentive policy, the interest free offer in particular, the initiative is supposed to help the people in the area to save more labour force, increase productivity and expand their production seasons, especially during flood period.

5/ Pres: An item on education to end the domestic news. The programmes of abolition of three shifted school classes, makeshift classrooms of cheap (bamboo) materials and rebuild classroom, Classroom Consolidation programme (CCP), have begun. The first stage saw the amount of 700 million Dong distributed to 53 provinces and cities, but also created puzzles in the way in which it was to be managed. Local authorities are at a loss as they see various gaps between the fund available and the actual demands, which, they sense, can be good soil for corruption and embezzlement to rise. 

Rep: Kim Quang school, Yen Son, Tuyen Quang province has been built on the consolidation programme and started to receive students. 1.4 billion Dong for 14 classrooms, or 100 million Dong on each. Had it only expected central government funding, the classroom would have been of substandard quality. Therefore, in called financial support from the local authorities. When meeting between the local government and the education ministry, a total of fund of 106 billion Dong was assigned for Tuyen Quang province to upgrade 2800 classrooms, for the period until 2005. But even when the first 24 billion was disbursed, problems arose. How could the fund be channelled to and managed in remote and mountainous areas? As some schools need a upgrading as a whole while some only need to rebuild a couple of classrooms, how will the priorities set? 

Do Van Chien, Dep Chairman of Tuyen Quang People’s Committee – ‘We have various mountainous and remote areas, that’s why we have different projects for different period of time. In our calculation, for those schools with feasible conditions, we set out to build strong 2 story buildings. For those with less favourable conditions, we reinforce material, rebuilding individual classrooms. We definitely will get rid of makeshift classrooms’. 

Rep: another dilemma facing local authorities started from how to implement the programme, including the understanding of the basic perception. Different interpretations were given to the term ‘consolidating school’. Does it also mean ‘building with concrete’? Another question is ‘how would the authorities decide which schools to be rebuilt totally with concrete, and which to get by with old classrooms with only patchy brick work – the 4th graded room?  

Ms Huynh Mai, Deputy Minister for Education and Training – ‘4th grade, 3rd grade or 1st grade, what they may be is well understood by different levels from central to local government and the public. The question is how the local authorities and people handle the projects. If together with the funds from central government, through the CCP, the local authorities themselves contribute and/or call for supplementary funds from the people and businesses, they should be able to rebuild very proper schools for their kids. By that, I mean the implementation of the process of socialisation (partnership – translator’s clarification) of education. 

Rep: the Ministry of Education and Training points out that local authorities cannot rely totally on the funding from central government. It will hold the forthcoming education conference in October to discuss with the questions and experience in relations with the current consolidating classroom programme.

WEEKLY PRESS REVIEW

Pres: 

a/ The Vietnam’s efforts to enter WTO membership has been welcome and supported by many governments and international organisations. 

Journal on International Affairs: Switzerland praises Vietnam as an example of successful economic transition and international cooperation in the annual meeting on cooperation and development 2003 in Louzan.

Rep: This year, the Swiss Organisation for Cooperation and Development (SOCD) picks Vietnam as a typical case of successful socio-economic development, which achieved great success in its cooperation with Switzerland. Ending the conference, Swiss economic minister said that Vietnam had bought to Europe cool rains after such a long period of heating days. The Vietnamese delegation, headed by dep PM Vu Khoan, has achieved significant success. 

Belgium, while reducing bilateral assistance to  other countries, continues to commit its ODA to Vietnam. 

Sweden will finalise their cooperation programmes with Vietnam for 2004-08 period. 

Nhan Dan, Quan Doi Nhan Dan and Tuoi Tre 17/09 also carry articles pointing out views by Germany and the UK, in which they are willing to give Vietnam favourable conditions in their cooperation and development programmes. 

In the talks with Vietnamese counterpart in London 15/09, foreign secretary Jack Straw said that the UK would continue to give Vietnam high priority in its development aid programmes for many areas, including in education and training. 

Highly praising successes in various cooperation areas, Germany, when seeing Vietnamese foreign minister when he visited, pledged to continue its financial support for in Vietnam in poverty alleviation, infrastructure development and other projects in the Asia-Europe framework and Mekong basin.

b/ Pre: Back to the US after his Vietnam’s visit, Mr Jame Vazquez (spelling), chairman of US veteran association, deputy mayor of New Jersey city, will speak to the US congress on what he terms ‘great steps by Vietnam to improve its people’s living standards’. His view was carried on the daily, the Jersey City Reporter. 
Quan doi Nhan Dan 17/09 and Nhan Dan 16/9, and Thanh Nien quote his comments: Mr Vazquez said ‘people say that it seems the Vietnam restricted religious freedom, but it’s not true. I did not see any evidence of the restriction on religion and beliefs. There are hundreds of pagodas, temples and churches in Vietnam. Vietnamese authorities ensures the people’s rights even better those in developed countries, including the US’. Mr Vazquez also said that ‘Racism is still there in the US but it does not existing in Vietnam, where 53 different peoples co-inhabit.’ Mr Vazquez commented ‘Vietnam enjoys a strong economic growth. People there are free to travel without being monitored. I was the same. I travelled on my own without being under any surveillance. They are developing the country in the right direction. The (US) human right act will put obstacles to the development. Vietnamese people possess strong sense of dynamics and creativity’.

c/ Pre: 14-19/09 a Danish prince (Henrik) paid a visit to Vietnam. The trip is another mark in the prince’s 3 generations, which have been involved with Vietnam since 1921. ‘hen… and his Vietnamese childhood’ is the title of the article on Tuoi Tre (wrong image on screen). 

Rep: meeting with the media, he said ‘back to Vietnam, I touch on my deep personal relationship. My grandfather’s graves tomb is still in Hanoi. The purpose of my trip this time is to encourage more Danish people to visit this country. I always cherish my desire to have more people in the world to know about Vietnam, one of the loveliest countries’.

In an interview with the Lao Dong 16/09, the prince also expressed his intention to support the relationship between Vietnam and Denmark. He said the relationship has been developed well in recent years, we have achieved better understandings in areas of cooperation, economic and cultural exchanges. Accompanying in this trip are representatives of Danish industry, agricultural and tourism... Let’s hope that after the trip there will be more business delegations to come to Vietnam to seek opportunities. 

d/ On the occasion of the exhibition ‘the Autumn in Hanoi’ 18/9-10/10, female painter Van Duong Thanh, a Vietnamese Swedish has arrived in Hanoi. She talked to The Thao Van Hoa. A lovely lady, she said that it was so fortunate for her to have her work included in the collection of the Vietnam’s Fine Art Museum when she was 22 years of age. And she said the most fortunate of all to her was to have been born in Vietnam, something she appreciated always the more she travelled in the world. 

Pres: that ends our review of weekly press. 

SIG TUNE

6/ Pres: On this date 30 years ago, Vietnam and Japan signed an agreement establishing their formal diplomatic relationship. After 3 decades, the relationship mainly based on economic interests has developed well and truly. Japan has become the most important partner in economic and trade with Vietnam. This has been enhanced recently when both countries decided to upgrade the level of links to one of mutual trusted and sustainability. 

Rep: The Thang Long Industrial park, the Highway No1, the Power plant Phu My 1, or the Hai Phong port…are some to the few hundred economic projects that have been invested by the Japanese in Vietnam, particularly since Japan resumed its official direct assistance (ODA) to Vietnam in 1992. Vietnam-Japan links started not 30 years ago, but can be traced back to the 16th century, when the first Japanese business people set foot on Hoi An harbour. Driven mainly by mutual economic interests, the Viet-Japan relationship accelerated within the past 30 years. ODA from Japan for Vietnam tops the rank at 8,2 billion USD in total for the past 11 years; trade volume reached 2 billion USD by last year. Both sides are preparing to sign an agreement to protect investment.

Japanese ambassador to Vietnam Norio Hattori – ‘the main purpose of the agreement is that we want to improve the investment environment in Vietnam for Japanese investors. This will psychologically encourage potential investors in Japan. We hope we can sign the agreement this moth or next month’. 

Deputy PM Vu Khoan – ‘I think the agreement will bring about more momentum in investment sector. But in bilateral trade, although the volume has been high, it halted in the past one or two years. So we need to discuss further about enhancing bilateral trade. Recently Japan took steps to open its market for Vietnamese goods, that is something we want to see’. 

Yamasaki Taku, Head of Japan-Vietnam Parliamentary Alliance – ‘the reason Japan keeps increasing ODA to Vietnam is that it considers Vietnam as a stabilising factor for peace in our region. In the coming time, the Japanese investment in Vietnam, by private companies inn particular, will go on for 3 reasons. The labour force in Vietnam is highly skilled, the people’s relationship is strong and friendly and Vietnam possesses strong potentials’. 

The opening of the new flight route Hochiminh city – Fukoka recently has opened fresh opportunities in trade and investment, and peoples exchanges between the two countries. There is a fever in Japanese tourists wanting to go to Vietnam. And quite a few Vietnamese people have started to be familiarised with the Japanese tea-service tradition.

7/ Pres: from 17-20/09, Vietnamese foreign minister Nguyen Dy Nien officially visited Canada. This was to mark the 30th anniversary of the relationship of the two countries. During the trip, minister Nien informed the Canadian officials on different socio-economic achievements Vietnam had in recent time. He also talked of difficulties Vietnam has to face currently, including complicated developments in international and regional situation. He reaffirmed the cause of economic reforms, the pursuit of independent diplomacy and the willingness to extend relationship with other countries for mutual benefits.

The Canadian side welcome Vietnam’s successes and praised the Canadian-involved projects in Vietnam, which are in poverty alleviation, environment, education and health care etc. It pledged its supports for Vietnam’s application for WTO membership and the hosting of APEC summit in 2006. 

Today 21/09 is the day to celebrate the World Peace day. A ceremony has been held in the UN headquarter in New York to call for peace in the whole planet as well as marking the deaths of the UN official in Iraq a month ago. 
8/ Rep: Secretary General Kofi Anan hosts the ceremony, ringing the bell to call for peace, in the UN head quarter. Speaking at the ceremony, Anan reminded particularly on recent sad incidents during the past year, particularly the bombing that killed the UN official in Iraq a month ago and the split within UN member countries over Iraq. He said ‘a moth ago, in Baghdad the bomb exploded, killing a number of our colleagues our friends, today, we ring the bell, praying for peace for all countries in the world, for Iraqi people and all people of the world….’ 

Pres: Calls for peace are also heard in the Middle East. Yesterday, thousand of Palestinians and Israelis took to the street to protest against war and violence. 

9/ Rep: thousands of Left-wing Israeli people get on streets in Tel Aviv to support the peace process with the Palestinians. They marched from Rabin Square to the Defence Department building, holding burning torches and banners calling for peace, calling on the Israeli government to withdrew from the West bank and stop its occupation of Palestinian land. 

Man with torch- ‘We march to protest the occupation of the West Bank since 1967. We want to have peace and stability for the Middle East’

Rep: Meanwhile, in the West Bank and Ramalla, thousands of Palestinians marched to support chairman Arafat after the UN passed a resolution calling on Israel to withdraw its threat to remove or kill Mr Arafat. They shouted slogans against president Bush’s speech, which was against chairman Arafat. 
10/ Pres: Iraq continues to face violence. While the US forces continue to chase loyal forces of the former Iraqi president Saddan Hussein, more attacks are waged against the US soldiers and their local political allies. 

Rep: This morning, US forces attacked Tikrit, the native land of former president Hussein, chasing his loyal forces. Yesterday, Ms …. Member of provisional administration of Iraq was shot and seriously injured, by unknown hit men, outside her home in the outskirt, West of Baghdad. Two of her brothers and 2 body guard were also injured. This is the first killing attempt aimed at pro-US politicians since the topple of the Hussein government. After an operation, the woman remained in stable conditions. No one has claim responsibility for the shooting. Attacks at US forces are continue, injuring at least 5 US soldiers in the North and Central Iraq. 

WEATHER FORECAST ENDING PROGRAMME 

Attachment 23/9/03
VTV4 News and Current Affairs 23/09/03

The Headlines

National Assembly Standing Committee meets to discuss new bills

Tu Du hospital successful produces its 1000th IVF baby

In the World News – Japan’s new cabinet is welcome by the public

World major powers step up cooperation on energy issues

1/ PRE: And here’s the detail, Ladies and gentlemen. Today the 12th session of the National Assembly (NA) Standing Committee met. It was chaired by NA chairman Nguyen Van An. 
REP: To be discussed at this session are bills on amendments of the re-structuring of credit unions, the civil laws and company bankruptcy law …The committee will later listen to the government’s primary report on socio-economic development and first draft of budget for 2003, and its outlaid tasks for 2004. The NA committee will discuss new projects such as the construction of a new parliament house, new provincial demarcation, its external relations activities and other issues. The session lasts until 30/09.

2/ PRE: Huong Yen provincial party organisation met in mid-term session to review its activities in light of its 15th resolution. 

REP: During the first half term, the party organisation successfully directed production in all areas in the province. Gross products are up 1.6%; the province has  6 industrial (concentrated) zones, and 10 areas for traditional handicraft production. It created jobs for about 60000 people. The province is continuing its calls for external cooperation and investment. 

The session also reflected on shortcomings and mistakes from the party direction with a view to strengthen party’s organisation. The party is aiming to push overall growth of the province at over 11% by the end of the year.

3/ PRE: Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Development (MARD) held the annual conference today on ‘International programme for rural development’. It was attended by representatives of International organisations, NGOs and donor countries.

REP: This is a forum that serves as a coordinating body for different donors to follow up and discuss phases of their rural development projects. The attendants are government officials, representatives from donor countries, NGOs and financial institutions. They agreed on the fact that Vietnam is making a right headway in its cause of rural development. But the donor organisations continue to call for further efforts from the Vietnamese government to contribute more to the infrastructure and social security systems in the countryside to help projects in mountainous and remote areas in the country. The main issue for Vietnam, the donors say, is to make transition from the current concentrated agricultural production system to one that is responsive to market pricing, in which job security remains essential.

4/ PRE: Quang Tri province this morning held the ground-breaking ceremony to build Cua Tung bridge, an important project for the province’s development. With the total fund of 53 billion Dong, the bridge is to be over 460 meter long, over 9 meter wide. Construction is expected to finish in 17 months time. This bridge connects the two banks of the river that used to divide the North and South Vietnams during the war. The project, long awaited by the local people, will help improve the local infrastructure, also creating an area for fish-people to hide away from storms. The area will also be a tourist resort as well as a seafood-processing zone. 

5/ PRE: Con Cuong district in Vietnam-Laos borderline has always a poor area. Recently, soldiers from the 11th army division, funded 30 billion Dong by the government have built Mon Son dam, a irrigation project for the area. The project is used to assist Da Lai tribal people and others to change and improve their cultivation tradition, thus reduce as a whole the level of poverty in the area. 

REP: A new village established. A new irrigation with a grit of canals surrounding rice fields…. All appeared following the newly built important dam, Mon Son, by the 11th army division with government fund. The dam has helped improve socio-economic conditions for the tribal groups in this border village. 

La Van Tham, village chief of Da Lai village, Nghe An – ‘due to the efforts from the party and state, we have been resettled in this new area. Our lives have changed. We are very happy to have the dam. Just like living down there in the delta areas’. 

REP: This is the new angle in defence policy for border and offshore areas. The ministry of defence is set to assign units of army to be involved in development projects wherever they are stationed. They carry out two simultaneous tasks: maintaining security and national defence and actively contributing to the local socio-economic development. 

Gen Pham Van Tra, Defence Minister – ‘Con Cuong used to be a very important sanctuary for us in the war. It continues to be very important nowadays in terms of defence and security. That why, like in other areas, army units have been despatched to the area in the West of Nghe An province to consolidate security as well as participate in alleviating poverty. This is also an effort to enhance the local economy’.

REP: Mon Son irrigation system, built in Gianh river, is connected to a sand exploitation project. The dam is 14 meter high from the water surface. Water supplied from the reservoir is used for 600 ha of cultivation land of two communes. This project shows the close relationship between people’s and the army and helps change the obsolete lifestyle of the local tribal peoples. 

6/ PRE: Sugar cane growing is known as a specialty of Tay Ninh province. There are 33000 ha of land to grow sugar cane. Recently, to support their local growers, the local authorities are set to subsidise and support the selling of all products.

REP: According to the arrangement between sugar plants and the provincial branch of the Bank for Agriculture, for each ha of newly grown sugar canes, the peasants receive 8 million Dong in advance, in funding. And 4 million Dong per each ha of old cane. At the same time, the growers are receiving from factories more highly productive sugar cane stems as well as new technical supports. The growers are to adhere to their contracts. The contractual system is aimed to support the growers as well as maintain the supply of 1.5 million tons of material for factories in Tay Ninh. 

7/ PRE: The 1000th IVF baby boy came out, through caesarean this morning at Tu Du hospital, Ho Chi Minh city. The hospital has used the most advanced method, Meshta Eshi.???, to create the embryo. It shows great opportunities for cases of childless couples or difficult reproduction. 

REP: The statistics from the Difficult Birth (literal trans) ward of Tu Du hospital shows that one third of IVF cases has been successful so far; while the causes of such cases vary. The hospital has been using different methods and techniques of support the fertility and induction. In the case of Nguyen Thi Dung, 34, as the difficulties are from the farther, sperms were extracted from him and injected into her womb. The baby is expected to be as healthy as others.

Thanh Tien, relative of mother – ‘I was aware of how difficult it would be. But we decided to have it, with much hope, the number 1000th is such a coincidence’

REP: The 1001st IVF baby girl was born 15 minutes later, weighs 2.2 kg. Both babies and their mothers are doing well.

Dr Pham Viet Thanh, dep director of Tu Du hospital – ‘In future, apart from more investment in personnel, facilities and equipment, we are planning to transfer the IVF technologies to other provinces, especially to big ones that have proper facilities. We will support them to set up IVF centres.’ 

REP: IVF technologies have been practised in Tu Du hospital for the past 6 years, for thousand of couples in need. However, its booking is full until 2005 already. A doctor  comments that it is due to the over capacity of the hospital but not reflect any increase in birth difficulties in Vietnam.

8/ PRE: As we have reported, Vietnam Airlines has opened a direct flight from Hochiminh city to Fukuaka, Japan. This is a significant development in the two countries relationship.

REP: In such a short time, Vietnam Airlines has opened a total of 4 direct flights to cities in Japan. There will be 3 trips per week from Hochiminh city to Fukuoka. Fukuoka, a southern province of Japan, has great tourist and business potentials. Its business community have been exploring opportunities in Hochiminh city and other southern provinces.

Hiroshi Yamano, dep mayor of Fukuoka – ‘We hope that the new route will connect Fukuoka and Hochiminh city better and more people from Fukuoka will come to Hochiminh city. I myself would love to come to Hochiminh’.

REP: Vietnam is a tourist attraction to the Japanese. 200- 300 thousand Japanese tourists are arriving each year in Vietnam. The rate increases up to 30 % annually. 

Luong The Phuc, dep Gen Director of Vietnam Airlines – ‘We will continue to assess the situation based on demand in the market in order to regulate flights in these cities. At the moment, we are using Boeing 767, but by the end of this year, we are thinking of putting Vietnam’s first Boeing 777 in these routes. We hope to promote better products and services and attract more Japanese to Vietnam’.

REP: the opening of the new flight route brings the total weekly flights from Vietnam to Japan to 20. This signifies the strong development of the bilateral relations of the two countries. 

9/ PRE: Lao Cai is a northern border province of Vietnam. It continues its socio-economic development at the border site, in the light of the national development strategy.

REP: A province, which shares over 240 km border line with China. The provinces has systems of roads, railways and will have airways, Lao Cai is set to intensify its local friendly relationship with the southern China’s border province of Yunan. 

Nguyen Ngoc Kim, dep chairman of Lao Cai people’s committee – ‘First, we have a very close relationship with Yunan. We are cooperating to manage the border entrance effectively in an open manner. For Vietnam, we continue to coordinate all agencies and authorities to support the business transactions at the border area’.

 REP: Cooperation and coordination between authorities of the two provinces have been strengthened. Many agreements have been signed, all to support sound commercial transactions by businesses from both sides. 

Tran Quoc Viet, dep Gen Director, Binh Tien Trading Co. -  ‘the authorities in China side has been helpful for us to bring in our goods. In Vietnam side, the authorities, particularly the customs, also support our business’.

Phung The Hung, head of Customs, Lao Cai – ‘Apart from our general duties, we also support and give favourable conditions for the import-export activities at the entrance. As such, we try to minimise paperwork and bureaucracy to help businesses.’

REP: As such, local authorities and agencies like tax office, customs and border security forces are instructed to act with much support, but strict law enforcement, to businesses from both countries. Lao Cai border entrance has been named as the most successful one in Vietnam with the highest business growth. 

SIGTUNE TO MOVE ON TO EXTERNAL AFFAIRS NEWS

10/ PRE: Minister for Trade Truong Dinh Tuyen has just finished his trip to the US, from 14-20/9. While in the US, he met with his counterpart, with whom, he talked on the Vietnam’s economic reform and its application for a WTO membership. The host reconfirmed their support for Vietnam’s cause of reform and the application.

11/ In Japan, PM Koizumi has announced a new restructured cabinet, by which he intends to revive the second world’s largest economy.

REP: The decision was announced today by the head of the cabinet office. The new cabinet has its fresh face finance minister while the foreign affairs and economics and financial services posts remain. Ms K… continue to be the foreign minister of Japan. 

Takenaka, reappointed minister for Economics and Financial Services – ‘There have been different comments on my appointment for the post, but PM Koizumi reappointed me. This shows his commitment to reforms.’

REP: The restructuring is welcome by the Japanese people.

Man on street – ‘We hope everybody will work with one another to bring better changes to the society and the economy’.

REP: the tasks ahead are significant. Externally, Japan has to decide on the issues of sending its troops to Iraq as well as its financial commitment to the reconstruction of the country. Internally, the cabinet has to sort out the increase in the Yen’s value against the USD, which has been affecting the country’s export.

12/ PRE:  Russia and the US are discussing the energy issue through the conference ‘US-Russia Energy Forum’ in St Petersburg and the bilateral summit on this weekend. President Putin met yesterday with energy officials from the US.

REP: At the talk with the US secretaries of Trade and Energy, Mr Putin offered that his country could supply the US petrol and cooperate in other areas such as coal, natural gas and nuclear energy supplies. US secretary for Trade, Evans said that the cooperation was important for the world economy and Russia could be in a position to compete with US traditional suppliers, which were Canada and Mexico. 

Evans, Trade Secretary – ‘the issue on cooperation will be discussed by the two presidents. We should always look at possibility to diversify energy sources in the world’.

REP: US Energy Secretary Abraham disclosed that the US was interested in the oil exploitation in Russia’s Sakhalin island and the construction of a pipeline system from the sea of Caspian. He met recently with the head of the (Russia’s) world largest gas supplier and very interested in the project in the sea of Barren. Another project involves a possibility of gas supply from Russia’s Murmansk city to the US.

13/ PRE: At the same time Russia is looking at the possibility for energy supply with China. This includes extending a Russia’s oil pipeline into a province of China. The project is expected to supply 20 million tons of oil per annum by 2005 and 30 mil tons p.a by 2010. Currently the Chinese are receiving around 1.8 mil tons per year from Russia. Chinese and Russian PMs are to meet soon and oil will be on their agenda.

14/ PRE: Violence intensifies in India’s Kashmir. Yesterday Islam extremists let go a bomb outside a bottle shop in the … district of Kashmir, killing 4, and injuring 28. The explosion brought the total of death to 268 since 30/8 in Jammu and Kashmir state. The finance minister of the state said yesterday that violence could not solve any thing. He said the only way to settle disputes was through dialogues. 

15/ Pakistan announced yesterday that it has built a submarine.

REP: The first sub built by Pakistan has been sea-tried and safely came back to base yesterday. 

Sea Admiral Harroon – ‘this is a significant landmark. The sub is to be deployed whenever necessary’. 

REP: The announcement came out one week after India reached a 1 bil USD contract to by weapons from Israel during Israeli PM’s visit to India. However, the international community hope that both sides will not use their new weapons. 

SIGTUNE FOR VIETNAM SEAGAMES 22 – STARTING SPORTS NEWS

16/ We would like to bring to you a surprise from Vietnamese sports in preparation for Seagames 22. At the Asia Track and Field competition in Manila, the Philippines, Vietnam’s Bui thi Nhung jumped and got over 1.88 meter. She got a gold medal and became the first Asian champion on the sport. This is important, as Nhung has reached the current SEAGAMES record. High jump has not been the strong point of the Vietnamese team.

Following are news on pre-SEAGAMES 22 Asian Female Volleyball competitions.

REP: Although having defeated the New Zealand team by 3-0, the Vietnamese team has exposed some mistakes in their defence. At Phan Dinh Phung court, Hochiminh city, they tried hard at the standing champion from Japan, Vietnamese team was beaten 0-3. However, the team has shown better techniques this times than last year.

Other results: 

China and Taiwan beats New Zealand and the Philippines both at 3-0, respectively. S Korea beats Australia 3-1. Tonight, Vietnam is meeting Thailand, which punters say, will have lots of surprises. 

PRE: Vietnam Net is the official electronic press for SEAGAMES 22. The press is excitedly preparing its staff and facilities to cover the games, the most important event of Asia to be held for the first time in Vietnam. State-of-the-art technologies will be deployed.

REP:  the My Dinh national stadium will be the key ground for SEAGAMES 22. There will be hundreds of media people, Vietnamese and foreign, coming here to cover the event. Quang Dung of Vietnam Net arrives to test the video phone technologies by sending images back to base. 

Quang Dung, sports reporter explains – ‘with this device, reporters sent to cover events will be able to send images back to the server at base. The coverage will then be processed and updated and published by the minutes’.

REP: The preparation at base has been fervent for the page to come out in the next few days. Coverage will be sent from 8 field reporters. Contribution is also called for from Vietnam Net’s stringers. 

Nguyen Anh Tuan – Editor in Chief VN Net – ‘we are officially to cover the games and information will be supplied directly and timely to the audience. We are in the sole position to best utilise the electronic interface facilities’.

REP: Vietnam Net has increased its investment in mainframe servers and lines to prepare for sudden increase of information during the events. 

Nguyen Xuan Truong, Network Administrator – ‘to prepare for the Games, we have upgraded the transmit capacity from 4 Meg to 100 Meg,… with a total fund of 1 mil USD. We are able to serve millions of people surfing our pages’. 

REP: Vietnam Net, one of the three key websites in the country, has a total of 300 million rounds of surfers per month. 

END WITH WEATHER FORECAST

Attachment 24/9/03
VTV4 News and Current Affairs 24/09/03

PRE (Thanh Lan)

The Headlines

· Party (central) secretariat meets with Son La provincial party leaders on implementation of the 9th (party) Congress Resolutions;

· Deprived people in remote areas are offered loans to produce;

· Villagers in Lai Chau surf the net to learn new technologies – they even have their own website. (There is no story on this in the body of bulletin) 

1/ PRE: In Hanoi today, the Party’s secretariat (General Secretary included) met with party leaders of Son La province to review the latter’s implementation of the resolutions from the 9th party Congress and its own 11th resolution. They also set tasks for the coming years. General Secretary Nong Duc Manh chaired the meeting.

REP: The officials from Son La reported on their achievements. The province has enhanced substantially its advantages in agriculture, forestry and tourism. Its growth is averaged at 9.63% per annum. Its geography allows for the construction of a major hydro-power plant, which has been underway. Son La party officials also reported their successes in consolidating defence and security, party building and a stable relationship between Kinh and minority groups. Son La party leaders also acknowledged their short comings in some areas of development, such as limited results in poverty alleviation, which have led to seasonal starvation in some remote areas. Ending the meeting, General Secretary Manh praised the province’s achievements and endorsed new tasks for the party organisation. He emphasised the utmost importance of the hydro-power project in the province, which is the biggest in the country. 

2/ Today 23/9 Hochiminh city held a meeting to mark the 58th anniversary of the Southern Resistance (against the French colonialists). The meeting was attended by former PM Vo Van Kiet and the city’s party chief, Comrade Nguyen Minh Triet. 

REP: The attendants relive the day in 1945 when southern Vietnam, after 23 days of independence, took up weapons again to fight the French. It was the time when the French force, backed by allies, invaded Saigon- Giadinh. The southern revolutionary command led their forces in the city in fighting back, killing the enemy, cutting its logistics supplies. The resistance from Saigon was then supported by Vietnamese forces in the whole country. After the calls by Hochiminh and the party, many ‘Southward marching’ regiments were formed and sent to support the resistance in the south. The southern resistance was the initial stage that led to the country-wide resistance the next year which lasted for 9 years. In the meeting, leaders of the city pledged to implement their development tasks for the city to deserve its name, Hochiminh city. 

3/ PRE: People in the Mekong delta today held ceremony to mark the 135th year since the perish of the peasant hero Nguyen Trung Truc. The main ceremony was held in Rach Gia, capital of Kien Giang province. 

REP: The ceremony to mark his death is held by the Mekong delta people, annually in Rach Gia, the hero’s native land. The ceremony is used to remind people of the anti-invader spirit of the Vietnamese people. Nguyen Trung Truc led the local people in their uprising at the end of the 19th century to try to drive out the French occupation force. Many battles were fought, especially the one, in which a French military boat was burned in Nhat Tao river, Long An, 1861. Speaking at the ceremony, heads of Long An province pledged to bring the hero’s spirit into today’s action, defending and building successfully this part of the country.  

4/ PRE: Dep PM Nguyen Tan Dung received in Hanoi this afternoon a delegation greatly devoting people (literal trans – these are normally those former revolutionaries who had themselves of their relatives fought/contributed exceptionally to the two wars), of Long An province. Mr Dung praised the efforts of the provincial leadership in raising funds and other financial supports, from the local people and businesses, for the people who contributed whole-heartedly in the revolutionary cause. Implementing a policy, the province has built sufficient accommodations for these people, especially for relatives of Vietnamese missing in action, war invalids, creating jobs for their children and grandchildren. 

5/ PRE: In preparation for the coming National Assembly (NA) session, in which Ca Mau gas supply project to be finalised, one of the five national projects, head of NA’s science department Ho Duc Viet visited Ca Mau province.

REP: In Ca Mau, the team looked at the new connection point on shore of the gas pipeline from T3 well in the sea. The point was moved here to save the length of the pipeline on shore from 45 km down to 30 km, circumventing various high density residential areas. At the meeting with the NA team, the project management explained some phases of construction were slow due to poor conditions in local infrastructure.

6/ PRE: A commune in Hai Duong province meet to review their efforts of  strengthening democracy in the grass root level. They claim that after 3 years, these efforts have help make great progresses in the local people’s lives.

REP: Hundred of little patchy plots of rice fields have been joined together – productivity is lifted as a result. Peasant Le Van Tu of Hiep Sach commune, was able to buy himself a 5-million Dong grain processing machine after his last year’s harvest. The peasants actively invest in the production system. They widened the road network for machines to access. They put in 50 % of the cost to build this irrigation system; the government met the rest of the cost. 

Nguyen Van Xuat, Nam Sach, Hai Duong – ‘a group of our people was appointed to directly supervise such projects as irrigation system and road building’.

REP: The local people have been more active in approaching the authorities. They put together initiatives, petitions and proposals on production and development issues and discuss them with local administrators. They asked for removal of fences, land use, or fund to build new schools. This soccer field is an example. This secondary school is another, where 72 % of students graduated to high school this year, a much higher percentage against that 2 years ago. 

Nguyen Dinh Kinh – party chief of Hiep Cat commune – ‘We are used to the practice that people come straight to our homes to ask, to propose for things. We listen and then discuss amongst the administration and then work out what to do next. When listening to people, we ask them to clarify the purposes of the proposals’. 

REP: Hai Duong provincial administration is to hold a conference, in which they will discuss and multiply the example of Nam Sach in the rest of the province. The people is seen to be more directly involved in project designing and management, for their own benefits.

Nguyen Duc Thuan, dep head of Public Relation Dept, Hai Duong – ‘the Fatherland front and other relevant agencies will be asked to make more efforts in strengthening democracy in various levels in the local community’.

REP: Meanwhile, people in Hiep Sach commune continues to participate actively in their own local projects. They are assuming the true sense of master-ship of their lives.

7/ Following is a story on alleviation of poverty. For the past 2 years, people in Ea-hleo, Dac Lac province have been making the best use of the quadrangle system, which is the combination of businesses-women’s union-the bank-peasants to foster production. The combination is mainly used to provide fund and technologies for the cultivation of a new species of maize. 

REP: This year’s Spring-Summer crop, this family harvested 17 tons of maize. It is the result of the loan in 2002 with the backing from the local women’s union. The union on behalf of the peasants, applies for loans at the bank and for nursery plants from companies. The loans are used to pay for nursery plants and other production costs. Other families in the district have been using the same 4-side regime/scheme to boost their production. Good results have shown. 

Hoang Thi Hai, Ea Hleo, Dac Lac – ‘We have been supported with plants and technologies…

Mai Thi Phuong, Chairperson, women’s union, Ea Hleo district – ‘We confidently approach businesses and the banks, asking them to advance peasants with new plants and supply technology and instructions. We are very happy with the initial results’.

REP: The motto is – we do not take over your job – local businesses have been showing the peasants new methods for cultivation while the union together with the creditors, supervising the spending of the money. The peasants are now well equipped and even expanding cultivation on new areas in hilly tough land. 

 Nguyen Duc Luyen, dep director, Agriculture and Rural Development, Dac Lac – ‘This is a very new and effective programme. The peasants are very confident and grateful to have the women’s union represent them to borrow money and get seeds from the (agricultural) companies. This 4-side programme should be expanded.’

REP: However, the combination of help has only been supporting the INPUT for the peasants, not the OUTPUT yet. The peasants are still struggling to sell their products in the currently fluctuating agricultural market. 

8/ Another 4-side programme is applied to the efforts to support peasants with machines. The good news for agricultural support companies is that farmers have started to be fond of the machines they are supplied.

REP: Instead of using water buffaloes, this year Vinh’s family used the ploughing machine. It helped him a lot. 

Vinh, farmer – ‘Due to the new policy, we were able to borrow 10 million (Dong) from the bank and bought this machine. We saved heaps of labour, harvested well and could then afford a grain (separating) machine. Without the loan, we would just as well keep stepping behind a buffaloes for the rest of our lives’.

Luu Duc Hanh, Hung Dao commune Hung Nguyen, Nghe An – ‘the total of machines in our commune is 63, ten times higher than, say, 1995. 

REP: The 4 actors this time are machine companies, the bank, local authorities and the peasants. The bank offers loans for the peasant to meet up to 70-80% cost of a machine. The company gives technical supports. Local government pays 100% the interest rate. The loan is to be repaid within 3-5years. In so doing, the machine supplier sold more than 13 thousand machines, taking over the market in more than 20 provinces. Machines are used in 30-35 % of agricultural production in Vietnam nowadays. The market for them is therefore of great potential. Currently 150 million USD is spent each year to import machines and equipment for agriculture work, some of which were smuggled into the country. The local machine manufacturers, mindful of the competition, will try to use the 4-side programme to expand their products to the whole 63 provinces of the country and occupy at least 70 % of the market within the next 7 years.

9/ PRE: In Hochiminh city this morning, an exhibition of energy machines was co-hosted by Industrial ministry, Electricity Corporation and Coal General Corporation. This is in conjunction with the 13th conference on international and regional energy, which is underway at the same time. 

REP: Over 115 stalls, on which products by more than 100 major regional producers are displayed. Products include generators, turbines operated by coal, hydro power and gas.. and other equipment. The conference began this morning discussed themes on power supply and their impacts on environment. The conference looked at energy demand in Asia in years to come. Vietnam alone will need 2 billion USD per year for energy supply in the next 10 years to meet its demand, which rises at 10-11% annually. 

10/ PRE: In Hanoi this morning, an international anti-illegal drugs conference was held. More than 80 representatives have signed a memorandum of understanding on ‘Joint Efforts for East Asia’. Representatives of the UN’s drugs and crimes prevention organisation also took part in the conference. The meeting set ground for discussion in the coming ministerial meeting on the same topic, which is to be held on 25/09.

REP: This is the second time Vietnam hosts this meeting. Country members of East Asia today meet and discuss with international drugs and crimes prevention agencies over the achievements so far and set out new tasks for the future. Vietnam’s police minister Le Hong Anh reconfirms the government’s determination to get rid of drugs from the community. 

Le Hong Anh, Minister of Police – ‘this is a very important conference, in which we exchange information and experience of each member in fighting and preventing illegal drugs. We will assess the situation and discuss new strategies for bilateral and multilateral cooperation in the future’.

REP: During the 2 days, member countries will report on their own effort in this field. The attendants have confirmed the new threats of the expansion and ganging up between several drugs trafficking groups, setting up trans-national cartels. New illegal drugs have been discovered in East Asia, such as ATS, which are used in parallel with the traditional opium and others. 

Hoc Uong, Burmese rep – ‘In recent years opium cultivation land in my country has been reduced from 200 thousand ha down to more than 8 thousand ha in 2002. The reduction is important, but to prevent the re-cultivation is a big problem for us. The question is what plant to substitute the opium plant to help maintain the people’s wealth fare’.

Rasami Vistaver, Thai rep – ‘it must be said that 2002 is the year of drugs in our country. Every effort has been made. Our PM committed himself to fight illegal drugs. Much money has been invested in the fight and a campaign has been launched from this year till 6/2004. The first haul we seized worth around 15 million USD. We have to further our cooperation in our region’.

REP: The target set out in the communiqué’ ‘Hanoi 2003’ includes commitment to get rid of illegal drugs in EA by 2015. 

SIGTUNE TO MOVE TO WOLD NEWS

11/ UN 58th assembly began today in New York, which is participated by heads of member countries. Post-Iraq construction issue once again caused splits between members when the US wants to use the session to call for more supports for its action in Iraq. Other issues are peace plan for the Middle East, North Korean and Iranian nuclear programmes and the reconstruction of Afghanistan. 

REP: In his address, Gen Sec. Anan pointed out that last year was the challenging one to world peace and security. The war in Iraq has seriously tested the UN’s principles as well as its collective efforts. He said, however, the UN would continue to be the monument of peace and equality to nations in the world. Mr Anan called on countries to make use of the UN to help coordinate for the mutual benefits and those of each country. In today’s discussion, Iraq is the main issue. The US has now to go back to the UN for support since it has already exhausted its own resources. But its draft of resolution has not been given sufficient supports from member countries. To go on lobbying for the draft, US Colin Powell met yesterday with his counterparts of China, Kazakhstan and Monrovia. 
Powell – ‘We put together a 7-step plan to return totally power to Iraq after it has a new constitution and election. This is the opportunity for the Iraqi people to exercise their rights to select their leader’.

REP: US president is expected to give a speech at the assembly today. One year ago, Mr Bush made a speech to call for wider supports for his own campaign. He failed. It is unclear how the response will be for him this time. 

12/ Not only in the UN, US administration also continue to seek supports in the US for its post war plan for Iraq. Yesterday, US administrator in the Iraq Paul Kremer called for approval from the Congress for the huge 87 billion USD Iraq bill. 

REP: Yesterday at the hearing in the Congress, Paul Kremer explained the sum of money and why the US has to continue to run Iraq. But many congressmen rebuffed the proposed spending. 

Robert Byrd, West Virginia – ‘the request for 87 billion USD for Iraq effort is a scam. This was put forward at the time when the US people are questioning the unilateral action in Iraq and the consequences of the war. They are asking why US soldiers are sill being shot at in the country. They realised the administration was wrong when it thought US soldiers would be welcome in Iraq. They realised that administration was wrong when refusing to share rights and responsibilities in Iraq with other countries’.

REP: After what happened in Iraq, the US people have become more sceptical to the administration. The easier it was to win the military battles then, the much more difficult it is now for the administration to seek supports for its action, both externally and internally. 

13/ In Beijing today a meeting was held by the Shanghai Group (SCO) members, consisting of Russia, China and 4 Central Asian nation. They signed 6 documents including an anti-terrorist joint agreement and an economic cooperation arrangement. 

REP: At the conference, PMs of member countries agreed to set up an anti-terrorist centre in Uzbekistan. This is a long contemplated idea and even now, SCO is yet to hammer out practical ways to operate such a centre. The members also confirmed their intentions to further economic links toward the establishment of a free trade zone. 

Press conference, Chinese minister – ‘What we agreed include further links on security, transport and cultural exchanges between members. We are happy with the results of the meeting’.

REP: The SCO cooperation is significant for the security in Central Asia, the area known to be a fertile soil for Islam separatism to grow. In August, SCO members carried out an anti-terrorist exercise on the Chinese border. 

SIGTUNE FOR VIETNAM SEAGAMES 22 – STARTING SPORTS NEWS

NEW REP: 

15/ In Hanoi this morning, the national Shooting and Archery competitions ended after 8 days. Top rank went to Hanoi team with 25 gold medals in shooting and all 12 gold medals in archery, making the big gap between itself and Army team, which came second with 13 gold medals, no gold in Archery. This year’s competitions see 10 national records have been broken and quality of all the teams up-lifted. 

16/ In Phan Dinh Phung court, Hochiminh city last night continued the Asian Female Basketball tournament. As expected, Vietnam played the most important march against the Thais, Seagames champions of last year.

REP: On the way to Seagames 22, day three of the tournament …and in front of more than 3000 spectators. Unfortunately, Vietnam’s team was lack of confidence at all positions. They lost all three games to Thailand 25-18, 25-12 and 25-14, respectively. 

END WITH WEATHER FORECAST

Attachment 25/9/03
VTV4 News and Current Affairs 25/09/03

PRE (Van Anh)

The Headlines

· Prime Minister Phan Van Khai attends the 2nd party conference of the Vietnamese Aviation

· Celebrating 25 year partnership between Vietnam and UNDP

· Vietnam – Japan cooperation in Information Technology

· Seminar for businesses to amend the Land Law 

1/ PRE: Ladies and gentlemen, today PM Phan Van Khai attended the 2nd party conference of Vietnam General Corporation of Aviation. The conference is used to review party-directed aviation work in the past 5 years and set targets for the next 5 years. 

REP: Vietnam aviation grew well during the past 5 years despite complicated developments in the world. During 1998-2002, its revenue reached 44 billion Dong, around 16% annual growth. It concluded a number of contracts to purchase new carriers. The corporation also acknowledged at the conference some areas that need much improving: the services quality was not quite consistent and the IT equipment in it system are of low standard. These are to be dealt with together with new efforts to improve quality of party and personnel work in the organisation. PM Khai spoke highly of the achievements and expressed his hope to see Vietnam Airlines to become highly competitive in Asia and the world. Vietnam Airlines currently reach 23 destinations, of which 20 by direct flights.

2/ PRE: A meeting of 200 representatives of women’s unions from the country’s Catholic areas was organised today in Hanoi. Dep PM Vu Khoan and Vietnam Fatherland Front chairman Pham The Duyet attended the meeting. 

 REP: Reports at the meeting point to various achievements of women’s unions in those Catholic areas. They co-ordinated with local authorities, especially in those with hot spots, in a number of efforts to maintain security and order, supporting both lay and non-religious people in economic activities and the fights against poverty. However, conference participants acknowledged they needed to do more to enhance staff capability. Discussed at the conference were new methods and strategies for women’s unions in the coming time. They are set to pay more attention to disseminate party and state policies and support local development projects. Other government officials in charge of community work also met with the representatives in this occasion. They set various new tasks, including ways to deal with attempts by bad forces, which use religions to instigate divisiveness between religious and non-religious people. 
3/ PRE: A celebration marking 25th anniversary of the partnership of Vietnam with the UNDP was organised this morning in Hanoi, attended by dep PM Vu Khoan and visiting dep director of UNDP -  dep Sec.Gen of the UN and other officials. Vu Khoan had a separate talk with the visiting dep dir of UNDP on its projets in Vietnam, the South-South  cooperation and the integration of Vietnam in the world economy. The ceremony listened to a letter from Mr Kofi Annan, which praises the country’s commitments on UN objectives for the future. For 25 years presence in Vietnam, the  UNDP has been effectively instrumental in supporting and advocating for donor countries to fund great numbers of assistance and developmental projects. 

REP: UNDP first arrived in Vietnam in 1977, just after the country gained its membership with the UN. The 25-year partnership see Vietnam’s transition in 3 stages – post-war recovery, economic reforms and further integration for sustainable development. Assistance funding, which has been administered by the UNDP, accounted for one-third of the total assistance from UN members to Vietnam. Typical projects are in areas of production, technology transfers, government officials capacity enhancement and infrastructure building. The people are ones that benefit directly from these projects.

Zephirin Dlabre, dep.Gen.Sec UN – dep dir UNDP – ‘ I would say that 25 years of partnership between the UNDP and Vietnam has been effective. Of course, our contribution was only one part of all the foreign support to Vietnam, but we can see that it has worked well if we look at the country development. For example, the poverty percentage was 70 % in the 80s has been now cut down to the current 30 %, which is substantial. Vietnam’s economy is enjoying a GDP 7% growth which is very high compared with other developing countries. Foreign investment is up and a market economy has been established. All are very promising. We have helped on the technical side. We hope for more successes in the coming time. 

REP: The partnership with Vietnam has shifted in nature, from traditional project-based mechanism to advisory one for policy design. 

Vu Khoan, dep PM – ‘UNDP wants to specialise in certain areas instead of wide spread activities. We agree with that. They want to focus on poverty alleviation, governance enhancement, administrative reforms and support our economic integration. These coincide with what we want’. 

REP: The have been ups and downs in the partnership in the past 25 years. But the nature of the partnership remains unchanged – all for the development. 

4/ PRE: A conference on Vietnam’s Energy was organised today in Hochiminh city in the context of the current Asian energy exhibition. Representatives of more than 100 energy international and regional government officials, producers and suppliers attend the conference. 

REP: Reports at the conference reflect aspects of Vietnam’s energy development in the future and its investment market research. For electricity, Vietnam aims to achieve 21000 MW by 2015 and 30 000 MW by 2030. 

5/ The ASEAN Science and Technology Committee also held a conference today, the 46th , in Hochiminh city to review 8 topics of its programme of action for 2001-2004 and set target for 2005-2009 period. 

REP: The committee reported on the timely and successful completion of its 2001-04 plan of actions. Coordination has been expanded within ASEAN members over IT, biotechnology, high-tech training and establishing online services on technology centres in the group members. The conference called for further contribution from ASEAN members to fund new important projects. Its proposed further access to funding and technology from such countries as Korea, China and Japan. It also talked about involving the private sector into technology development programmes. The committee are preparing for two ASEAN meetings in October, on Food supply in Hanoi and the Technology ministerial meeting in Luanpra Bang, Laos. 

6/ PRE: Vietnam and Japan have struck new deas for IT and communications cooperation. These come following the 8-day visit to Japan by dep PM Pham Gia Khiem. In his entourage were ministers of Science-Technology and Post and Telecommunications (VNPT) and heads of 20 Vietnamese companies. The delegation confirmed with the host their keen interests in a partnership with Japan and expressed intention of reaching out to the world market.

REP:  Several talks and meetings, this was the first time IT and communication was the sole purpose of a high-ranking visit to Japan. Yesterday, dep PM Khiem witnessed the signing of a memorandum of understanding (MOU) between VNPT and Fujitsu group. The latter will help train Vietnamese specialists and coordinate woft-ware production with the Vietnamese. Before then VNPT signed an agreement with Mitsui group, in which the latter is to work on communications projects in central highland of Vietnam. Vietnam and Japan has agreed to set up a software joint venture, in which Vietnamese technicians will be trained in Japan, then produce and manufacture Japan-patented products in Vietnam. 

Truong Gia Binh, Chairman of Viet software associations VINASA – ‘Mr…(Japanese) points out that the joint venture will be composed with 7 Japanese companies and 6 Vietnamese ones under the supervision of 2000 members of ANIA???. And hopefully it will succeed. Japan is the number 1 strategic ally on software production of Vietnam. It is the fact’.

REP: To the host, dep PM Pham Gia Khiem repeatedly pledged his country’s support to IT partnership with Japan. 

Dang dinh Lam, dep minister of VNPT – ‘dep Pham gia Khiem, himself head of the National committee on IT and Telecom, has raised strong confidence within the Japanese business community. We came this time when the Japanese are very keen on the subject. They have lots of initiatives in IT development in Asia’.

Mukai Koichi, director, Comture – ‘In IT, the Japanese have expanded successfully  in China and India. The third country they look at is Vietnam. Partly to spread the risk, but mainly, we highly regard the quality of Vietnamese technicians. However, there are two compulsory conditions: they have to learn Japanese language and its IT technology. 

REP: Japanese IT is regarded as at the top level in the world. 

Thu Hang (reporter) – ‘this is an electronic pen produce by Hitachi. A little camera is built in the pen to capture all data on this special form sheet. The data will then be transferred easily into a computer. The process will sort out tons of paperwork fast. This is only one little example of the advanced level of Japanese IT’. 

REP: Staff development is of priority of Japan. A project to open a training centre in Vietnam has been agreed. Japanese partners are Keo university and Hitachi group, which will work with Hanoi Polytechnics university. 

Manabu Furukawa, E-learning, Hitachi – ‘We hope to open the school in 3 years time. First year it will receive 100 thousand students, the next years to have 500 thousand each (dubious figure!). Graduates will receive a BA qualification after one year Japanese language and 3 years technical training. The school will be taught by Japanese teachers in Japanese language’. 

REP: The market is promising; and the potentials are available for the partnership.

7/ IMF put Vietnam’s GDP at highest level , second in Asia, in its estimation, possibly 7.4 %. This is phenomenal while growth in other part of the world appears slow. IMF attribute the growth to rapid expansion in the industry in Red river and Mekong deltas, some of which enjoy 30% growth in the first 9 months this year.

REP: The industrial expansion in Hai Duong started in 1997; it was stagnated in the next 6 years due to the slow relocating sites and bureaucracy. It completed the preparation for 6 industrial sites within the last 2 years. So, 8 years altogether. 

Van Thanh (REP)  - ‘Nam  Sach as you can see. The duration was expected to be 18 months to prepare this site. But because of the strong word from the investors, Hai Duong authorities intervened. So 90% of work for the site in Nam Sach was completed within 6 months only. 

REP: Another 300 investors are queuing for their approvals in the province. Dong Tai garment factory was up and running and going to recoup their first 4 mil USD of capital. They are planning to build another 2 factories as well as 100 orbit workshops in local households. This plan can create 5000 jobs for the local people. 

Nguyen Quoc Thuan, dep dir of Dong Tai ltd – ‘We can say now that we have overcome the first difficult phase. We are moving on to a more stable phase of production. This is good news for foreign investors, who, we think, are keen to look at those provinces like Hai Duong’.

REP: Hai Duong’s pace of industrial development is seen as not much behind that in other major cities such as Hanoi and Hohiminh city. 

Bui Van Xuyen, dep, Hai Duong people’s committee – ‘We make the best use of our geographical conditions – transport and land; we then loosen up the bureaucracy and land price regime. We must improve our local infrastructure’.

REP: The local authorities appreciate the contribution of their industries to the national economy. But they warn against the threat of over supplying and over capacity in some production areas (showing sport shoes production run).

Nguyen Doanh Chau, Head of Local Industries dept, Ministry of Industries – ‘There should be proper planning and coordination between different local areas’. 

REP: Production of local industries is accounted for about 40% of the total national production, which is still rising. The authorities suggested the local people to balance the scale and consider industrial allocation with proper access to material sources and speed up their support for new projects. 

8/ This morning in Hanoi, the National Assembly’s Budget committee co-held a seminar with the management of USA-Vietnam cooperation (STA Vietnam). The seminars’ title is ‘US Vietnam Trade deal and the NA’. 

REP: At the seminar, it was agreed that the US Vietnamese Trade  agreement (BTA) had paved a way for the Vietnamese business community to enter the US vast market. The implementation of the deal helps Vietnam to lift up its business system to international standards in its preparation for the country to enter WTO. It also opens up greater challenges, eg. the competition world wide. Vietnamese NA deputies are expected to reach further understanding of the US-Viet BTA to prepare proposals and voice opinions in their legislation work. The seminar finishes on 26/09.

9/ Another seminar for the business community was organised this morning by Vietnam Commerce and Industry Chamber (VCCI) and NA Budget Committee. It was a dialogue to seek advice on the draft of amended Land Law, as property market has been a hot subject for both the business circle and the people. 

REP: Beside business people, there were solicitors and law research fellows attended the seminar. When advising their clients in transactions on land and properties, they have been faced with enormous amounts of obstacles and problems, which could not be settled under the current land law. They carefully collected and compiled various cases and brought them to the organisers. Contentious and complicated issues in discussion included property pricing, planning process and the duration for approval of land use etc. They said the new draft seemed to encompass these issues but not comprehensive enough. It seems that there is no basic common ground for different situations. Take, property pricing for example: some suggested the state set the ceiling prices for properties while others proposed they must be determined by the market. The atmosphere at the seminar was cooperative.

10/ Hai Van land-road tunnel, the biggest in Vietnam and one of the 30 most modern in the world is expected to be ready for traffic in next month. At this stage, the proximity between the north and south completed points is around 400 meter. Both north and south projects are joint ventures with foreign partners. The tunnel is expected to be 6247 m long and in operation in the middle of next month. 
SIGTUNE LEADS TO WORLD NEWS

11/ The world news. In yesterday’s UN assembly, Gen.Sec Kofi Annan pointed out their most pressing task is to completely restructure this world body. Mr Annan said that the UN work was seriously challenged by various new concepts, especially the one on pre-emptive strike, which threatened to destabilise the balance in the world to date. He sited the case of Iraq where pre-emptive strike was exercised even when the main reason, the WMD, was not proved. 

REP: In his address at the UN assembly, the US president once again talked of the war in Iraq and called for support of the US running of this country at present. 

Bush, US president – ‘any new democracy needs supports from friends. Iraq needs support. Any nations with goodwill, please come to provide their support’.

REP: But these arguments were not sufficient to persuade many member countries. They said the US had bypassed the UN to conduct its unilateral war in Iraq. Gen.Sec Annan criticised the US pre-emptive strike against Iraq, saying the action created dangerous precedence and might lead to wide spread of the use of violence, upsetting the stability in the world and threatened seriously international law and conventions. Annan’s address was backed by French president Jacques Chirac. 
Chirac, French pres – ‘In today’s world, no one can live in isolation; no one can represent everybody to act; no one can accept violations of international laws. The war in Iraq waged by the US without approval from the Security Council, has broken all provisions of international laws and conventions. 

REP: The US occupation and the building of Iraq are topics in most of the discussions in the assembly. The US is seeking backing for its draft of resolution on reconstruction of Iraq. The US wanted to hold on to power in Iraq while president Chirac called to have the UN to manage the country and hand over power to the Iraqi in a clear time-table. However, the French say they will not obscure the US post war plans. 

12/ PRE: Meanwhile, people in Iraq, facing with day to day hardship, appear sceptical over what was said by the US president yesterday. They said Mr Bush only cared for his own plans. 

REP: People in Iraq follow Mr Bush’s speech translated into Arab language, in the local TV.

Man – ‘the speech is all empty promises. We want someone who could deliver in this country. They promised to pay us salaries, but we got nothing until now. I will die soon as I can’t buy any food in this unstable situation,’

REP: Mr Bush in his speech promised to give the UN little power but much responsibility in Iraq.

Man – ‘I am not convinced by Mr Bush’s speech. They talk much but do nothing’.

REP: The US soldiers in Iraq, who are waiting to come home, seem disappointed.

Private Dugan, soldier – ‘I am not particularly interested. Old stuff. The UN has not responded to it’.

Almost all the US soldiers in Iraq say the speech has nothing new. 

13/ PRE: Families of the US soldiers in Iraq are protesting against the proposal to extend the length of the reservists’ forces for Iraq to another year. They set up a website to campaign. A number of US politicians say that with the extension, the soldiers’ morale will be affected. At the moment, there are 20 000 reserved soldiers for Iraq and Kwet, together with 127 thousand in the regular service. 

14/ PRE: the US policy to weaken the USD has been criticised. Wall Journal, the influential paper yesterday said that the weakened USD was seriously shaking bonds and securities markets in the world, affecting the recovery in Japan as well as the US itself. 

REP: the ‘weak USD’ policy is aimed to solve the US trade deficit, which is at record high 5.1 % of GDP. Weak USD could stall import into America. Another reason for the weak USD is the call by G7 members last weekend to have variable/flexible exchange rates. Weak USD and strong Yen will affect the export-driven economies in Europe and Japan. All let to the lowest value of the USD. While helping the US economy at bit, experts say, the ‘weak USD policy’ is a double-edged knife. 
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1/ Today, president Tran Duc Luong met the visiting dep Secretary General – dep. Head of UNDP, Mr Zephirin Diabre. 

REP: The president praised the efforts of the UN, and UNDP in particular, in striving for world peace and security and support for Vietnam in the last decades. Mr Diabre highly regarded Vietnam’s achievements in socio-economic development and alleviation of poverty. He also appreciated the recent trip by president Luong to various African countries. He said UNDP would continue to support Vietnam’s entry into WTO and further integration in the world economy. President Luong on this occasion extended officially an invitation to the UN S.G Annan to visit Vietnam. 

2/ PRE: This afternoon, PM Phan Van Khai met with the ministers who attended the anti-drugs conference, which ended today. 

REP: The PM congratulated the conference, highly praising joints efforts by the East Asia sub-region and support from the UN agencies. On behalf of the conference, Lao representative expressed their thanks and informed the PM on the content of the ‘2003 communiqué’. 

3/ The Conference ended successfully today. 

REP: The conference gave strong warning on the new serious situation of wide spread of illegal drugs and narcotics, especially the new ATS. Speaking at the conference, dep PM Vu Khoan highly regarded the partnerships and cooperation in the region and the world at large, in the fight and prevention of various trafficking activities of the drugs. At the conference, representatives of the 6 member countries and the UN drugs prevention agency agreed to strengthen cooperation on: cutting and alleviating both the supply and demand of all categories of illegal drugs; substitute the opium plantation with other crops to support the community; strengthen the law enforcement in each country and expand bilateral and multilateral cooperation. This is the first time the member countries agreed on sharing the costs of their projects on the issue. 

4/ The recent storm/shower has seriously affected development of Thai Binh province. But at its mid-term party conference, the provincial administration determined to carry out their 5-year development targets.

REP: For 10 days since the flood receded, Dao Xuan Dac has been checking on his rice fields. The plants look normal but the grains are hollow. Another disaster for the local rice growers. 

Dao Xuan Dac, Binh Nguyen, Kien Xuong, Thai Binh – ‘My family has 600 m2 of rice fields. It could have been a bumper crop, but after the flood, it looks like each grower has lost around 60-70% on average of their crop’. 

REP: On Average, the size of lands for farmers have been gradually shrunk. Struck by storms and floods, rice growers continue to suffer. At the mid term (review) party conference of the Thai Binh administration, the total loss reported is 600 billion Dong, 25% of the GDP of the area. The concern was share between the party and the people. But the party is determined to press on with their 5-year development plan, in which 2003 is the key.

Bui Si Tieu, Party chief, Thai Binh – ‘the first years we are faced with difficulties. But with the support from the central government and our own efforts, we will see to the good end of our development plan’.

REP: The new momentum of their development is reflected in the major shift onto industrial development. Tan De bridge and the highway 10 are first steps to bring the province out of isolation. Within 2 and a half years, 600 billion Dong was invested in new industrial sites.

Bui Si Tieu, Party chief, Thai Binh – ‘We have allocated 300 ha of land for industrial development. We planned to add about another 800 ha for the same purpose’. 

REP: The growth rate of 7 % last year and the first months of this year reflects the stabilised situation in the province. In the past years, numerous public complaints and grievances were submitted in 39 communes. But since the end of 2002, only 1 commune administration has been faced with mild complaints from its people. Despite the flood, if one looks at what Thai Binh achieved in the past 2 and a half years, one can be sure that it will succeed in the end.

(Note – Thai Binh, biggest rice producer in the north, is where the biggest peasants’ uprising took place in the early 90s. Peasants, who had often been meeting exceedingly all tax rates and making voluntary contributions to the government, captured local government buildings and arrested local officials, accusing them of corruption. Until now, foreign media and foreigners were often barred from entering the province) 

5/ Poverty alleviation is the focal point in all party’s resolutions of Hoa Binh province. The local government continues to pump investment into different projects in the mountainous and remote areas. But the implementation of policies has never been that easy. In Da Bac district, Hoa Binh, where two third of the population are tribal people, simple attempts have been made to fight poverty. Simple they may look but pretty rewarding they have turned out.

REP: This axe used to be the traditional and indispensable tool in the local life. It is now shelved away, together with other wood cutting tools. This family used to chop down heaps of valuable logs in the forest in the past 20 years. They, Tiem and Duong, of Tay minority, are now joining other in taking up wet rice growing. In the past, on 600 m2 field, they harvested 400 kg of rice per year, therefore staying starving for 6 months of a year. Now, on the same field, they harvested abundant of rice and got themselves out of starvation. Like other people in the village, the couple grow 2 crops each year, using the high productivity strain of rice. 

REP: In the past, the party organisation of this commune was inept and divided while bits of forest were cut down gradually and starvation perpetuated. All instructions and resolutions were stalled due to the inefficiency in cadres’ work. Things started to changed when an agricultural technician was dispatched by the district management to become deputy chairman of the commune. It took over two years, for the new work ethics to be introduced, in which cadres went to the growing fields to work with the peasants, supporting them with new technologies. The lesson, reported at the Hoa Binh party’s mid term conference, is to dispatch managers to support the local levels.

6/ The Khmer Don-ta (pron/spell) traditional festival has begun for 5000 people of 2 districts of Tra Vinh province. It coincides with the inauguration of the Cha Va dam/lock for irrigation in the local area. The project has suffered several delays for the past 3 years due to criticisms and protests from the local farmers. 

REP: Handshakes like this are something normal in the society. But they used to be very rare between the people and the local officials in the past 3 years. The farmers were unhappy with the construction of the Cha Va lock. They said because of the project, neither could they not grow rice nor run their prawn farms. As it was impossible to complain to the project designers, they unleashed their grievances to the local cadres. But today, the local cadres come to visit Kim Truong, a farmer, on the occasion of Don Ta festival. Kim Chuong is happy as after all expenses and tax paid, he still retains over 100 gia of rice (gia - local measurement - not sure how many kg) – enough for his family. He offers the guest some drinks. His family used to be doing well but got poorer when the construction of the lock began. For the festival, he went and caught this bucket of prawns. Even though not enough to sell but the bucket is sufficient for him to cook to offer Gods and shout the monks that he invites to pray for his family. Out of 50 households in his village, 30 often invite monks in the traditional festival. Not afforded to do it in the past 3 years, they felt rather disrespecting. The local pagoda has 40 monks. On this occasion, there is only one stays in, the rest have gone to families to pray. This shows that life is getting better. 

Huynh Thanh Son, party chief, Cau Ngang district, Tra Vinh – ‘We have corrected our mistakes. Now the whole irrigation system has been refurbished, which is operating normally. The ecological system has been improved’. 
REP: Cha Va lock has been rebuilt which is bringing joys to the local people, apart from fish and prawns.

7/ Today is also the beginning of Ka Te festival of the Cham tribal people, who worship Indian Gods. Cham people has come to Ninh Thuan province, the heart of the community, to celebrate Ka Te festival.

REP:  A lot of dancing and music performed by the Cham people on the occasion of the harvesting time. They thanked their Gods and ancestors and asked for better climate for the coming crops. They are singing also to show their appreciation to Hochiminh and party and state for support on the local development. A number of projects have been underway to support production in the local areas. The Cham people are trying to enjoy both their traditional life as well as receiving modern cultural values. Ka Te festival in Ninh Thuan is now an attractive tourist event for both foreigners and the local peoples.

8/ The ‘City for Tourism – City for Seagames 22’ campaign has been launched in Hochiminh city this morning. Many activities have been organised such as exhibitions on tourism 2003-2010 and promotion for the games, which attract very positive responses. As part of the campaign, the city administration is to call on the people to clean up the city. 

9/ Tourism partnership is also upgraded between Vietnam and Laos. New tourist routes are to be set up on land between Laos and the north west and central highland of Vietnam. This is the agenda of the ministerial meeting by heads of tourism of Vietnam and Laos in Hanoi today.

REP: The new proposals aim to open up the border check point at Tay Trang (Vietnam) – Phong Saly (Laos) in the north. The point is expected to be international immigration checkpoint, partly to issue visas on the spot to, for instance, tourists from Thailand crossing Laos to Vietnam. Coming attractions in Vietnam include the 50th anniversary of Dien Bien Phu and Seagames 22. Vietnam proposes to support Lao tourism in terms of staff training and tourism governance. Last year 75000 Vietnamese tourists, 10% of the total international tourists, visited Laos. 

10/ Also in Hanoi this morning, Vietnam’s Interior minister Do Quang Trung met with Indonesia’s minister for Administrative reforms. They talked about reforms in governance and bureaucracy, the pressing topic to both governments. The Indonesian visitor highly regarded what have been achieved in Vietnam. He met with Vietnamese minister for investment and other officials to exchange information on reforms in some key areas.

11/ Finance minister Nguyen Sinh Hung and the head of UNDP Vietnam have signed today the agreement to provide training on capacity enhancement for financial governance for Vietnam. Attending the signing was visiting deputy head of UN – UNDP and other officials. The project costs 980 000 USD, funded for 3 years by the ministry of finance, to help upgrade Vietnamese officials’ capacity in budget planning. 

12/ Another signing took place this morning between the education minister and Vietnam TV (VTV) with a view to upgrade education promotion. Under the agreement, VTV2 and others channels, will be upgraded to cover more information on education and training. The proposal by VTV for a separate channel, exclusive for distance education, is expected to be finalised for government endorsement by the end of this year. 

13/ The 2-day seminar on ‘How to access the UK market’ has ended today in Hochiminh city. The two key products Vietnam wants to bring more into the UK are leather footwear and wood products. Footwear products made in Vietnam have assumed the top position in the market but products made from wood have been slow, as their quality and brands are not up to the common standards.

REP: Of the 300 mil USD volume of wood-products imported into the UK, those made in Vietnam has a modest share. This company has approached 19 UK companies but only concluded deals with 4 of them. Its direct competitors are from China, Indonesia and Thailand. Meanwhile, footwear products from Vietnam account for 11% of the UK market, but most of the products are from Vietnam-based processing zones of major brands such as Adidas, Nike…

Nguyen Huu Tam, Director, Nam Viet Trading Pty.Ltd – ‘at the moment, foreign buyers have to go through various levels of agencies in Vietnam for products. This affects the pricing. In the future, producers should directly contact wholesalers and even retailers in the UK’.

REP: The other issue relates to the weak co-ordination between different producers in Vietnam. Not working together, they actually reduce their capability to compete. 

Kat Callo UK market strategic consultancy – ‘I think you must look at the Chinese experience for lessons. The quality has to be consistent. You can’t have the best quality in this lot but substandard one in the next. Producers must upgrade and maintain their capability. 

REP: The paradox at the moment is that if compare 2 pairs of shoes, Chinese-made and Vietnamese - made, of the same price, same quality, in the market, the Chinese producer can earn twice the profit from their pair. This may explain the Chinese superior capability and cost management. 

SIGTUNE TO WORLD NEWS

14/ The world news. Yesterday heads of the opposition parties of Japan, Democratic and Liberal parties, signed to join force and to set up a new opposition party, which will be established officially on 5/10 in Tokyo. Analysts say that the new alliance, which occupies 204 seats in the parliament, will bring a great challenge to the ruling party of PM Koizumi in next month lower house election, although supports for his reform plans are rising.

15/ Before the anniversary of the establishment of his country’s army, yesterday, South Korean president expressed his wish for his country to co-exist in peace on the Korean peninsular. 

REP: Yesterday, at the celebration for the country’s army, the president called on the north to abolish its nuclear programme to sustain peace and security in the region. He promised to give assistance to North Korea if this country carries out a nuclear disarmament. 

S. Korean president – ‘the best way for North Korea now is to get rid of its production of nuclear weapons. Once it is done, we will take the lead in all efforts to assist the government and people of the People’s Democratic of Korea’.

REP: At the end of the event, the president held hands with S. Korean students, singing the song ‘our wish is unification’.

16/ Thailand foiled an attempt by JI to attack an Israeli airliner 3 months ago. This is confirmed by the Thai PM yesterday. 

Thai PM – ‘One member of the terrorist organisation said that they were plotting to attack the Israeli Airlines in Bangkok. We then took necessary action to protect the airlines’.

REP: The PM did not give more details. But an unnamed Thai security official disclosed that the terrorist was a Malaysian national and member of JI, which was linked to Al Qaeda and behind various attacks in the region including the Bali bombing. To prepare for the APEC summit next month, Thai police has heightened security in Thailand and Bangkok. The Thai PM reiterated that his force is capable of protecting the summit.

17/ The ASEAN summit will be underway in Bali from 7-8/10. Speaking to the media, ASEAN general secretary said the hosting the summit in Bali, where the bombing killed 202 people; ASEAN leaders want to show their confidence on the island, despite terrorism threats and SARS. He said anti-terrorism is included but not as a key subject, in their agenda, as may have been expected.

18/ World oil price increases significantly following the sudden decision to cut production by OPEC yesterday in Vienna. Analysts say that the decision not only causes the oil price to rise but will affect the global economic growth. 

REP: OPEC decided to reduce 900000 barrels per day from 1/11, which would reduce the oil amount to 24.5 mil barrel/day from the current 25,4 mil barrel/day.

Ahmed Al Sabah – Kuwaiti minister of oil – ‘the price is still between 22 –28 USD. But since Iraq starts to supply again, OPEC is forced to reduce their supply’.

REP: This is the first time Iraq attended the OPEC summit since the end of the war. 

Iraqi Oil minister – ‘Iraq is still a full OPEC member. We will now supply 900000/day barrels to foreign market. We plan to export 1.5 mil barrels/day in the end of this year and 1.8 mil/day barrels by next March’.

REP: With the reserve of 112 billion barrels, Iraq is the world second bigger oil producer, following the Arab Saudi. 

SIGTUNE – SEAGAMES 22

19/ NEW PRE: As reported, on 21/9 Tran Thi Nhung of Vietnam jumped over the 1.88 m height. She got herself a gold medal at the Asian Track and Field tournament and a new national record. Nhung arrived in Hanoi this afternoon.

REP: Although the flight from Hochiminh city arrived on time, people who came to pick her up, were anxious still. Nguyen Hong Minh, of the sports ministry has not been able to calm himself down from excitement since he heard the news.  

Bui thi Nhung, Asian champion in height jump – ‘I’ve lost my voice. Couldn’t hear anything because my instructors kept shouting. It was a surprise when they raised the bar from 1.84 m to 1.88 m level. I thought ‘it is OK – let’s have ago’.

REP: The tournament was a challenging event for Vietnam team. Nhung will now go to Hai Phong, her home city. She has 4 days to rest then has to go back to training. The biggest destination for her and her teammates now is Seagames 22. 

20/ PRE: After 100 day in medical care, athlete Le Thi Hue has made substantial recovery. She was injured in the spine in training and thought she had to be attached forever to a wheelchair. But after very good treatments in hospital she can now start to practise walking. Unable to compete but she is set to help in training if possible.  

WEATHER FORECAST TO END PROGRAMME
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