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Question: 200

Topic: Online Content Review – Final Report
Hansard Page: ECITA 88-89 

Senator Harradine asked:

Mr Chairman, can I ask through you whether the department would provide the committee with a copy of that [Online Content Scheme] review when it is available?

Answer: 

The statutory review of the online content scheme is required under clause 95 of Schedule 5 to the Broadcasting Services Act 1992. In addition to setting out the scope of the review, clause 95 requires that the final report be tabled in Parliament. Once all statutory requirements have been met, a copy of the report will be made available to the Committee.
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Question: 201

Topic: Television Broadcasting
Written Question on Notice

Senator Mackay asked:

Can the Government confirm the timetable for when it must review the number of television licenses in operation and has the Government yet formed a view on whether there is a need for a fourth commercial television licence in Australia?
Answer:
The Broadcasting Services Act 1992 requires the Government to conduct a number of digital broadcasting policy reviews before 1 January 2005, including:

· a review of simulcast requirements for commercial television broadcasting licensees;

· a review of prohibitions on free‑to‑air broadcasters offering subscription television and other services;

· a review of provisions for underserved markets;

· a review of whether broadcast spectrum has been allocated efficiently;

· a review of arrangements for the conversion of datacasting transmitter licences to other uses from 2007; and

· conditions to apply to commercial television licenses from 2007.

There are also legislative requirements to conduct:

· a review of high definition (HD) TV quotas and HDTV in remote areas before 1 July 2005; and

· a review of the duration of the simulcast period before 1 January 2006.

All of these reviews impact on considerations relating to the moratorium on new commercial television broadcasting licences, which expires on 31 December 2006.

No decision has yet been taken as to how these reviews will proceed. The Government is giving consideration to this issue and will make an announcement at an appropriate time.
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Questions: 202 and 203

Topic: Television Broadcasting
Written Questions on Notice

Senator Mackay asked:

Can the Department update the Committee on the current number of households using digital television?

and

What percentage of total households is that figure?
Answer:
Free-to-Air

According to Digital Broadcasting Australia (a cooperative organisation of national and commercial TV broadcasters, electrical suppliers and retailers and installers) over 200,000 digital TV receivers had been sold to retailers and installers by the end of October 2003. The sales have increased significantly compared with total sales towards the end of 2002, which were around 35,000.

The Department understands that the total number of TV households in Australia is 7.1 million. The Department does not have figures on the number of digital TV households in Australia; it is possible that some households have bought more than one receiver and some receivers would be bought by persons other than private citizens (eg businesses).

Pay TV

The Department understands that digital pay television services are available to over 600,000 satellite subscribers through Austar and Foxtel. The Department does not have figures on the level of subscriptions held by households (rather than, for example, businesses).
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Question: 204

Topic: Television Broadcasting
Written Question on Notice

Senator Mackay asked:

What is the Government’s current policy for accelerating digital uptake?
Answer: 

The digital television framework legislation adopted by the Parliament provides for a managed transition to digital television broadcasting on the basis that ongoing certainty is in the best interests of the community, whose access to services must be maintained, and broadcasters, which must make significant capital investments.

Key features of the digital television regulatory framework include a requirement to commence digital terrestrial television broadcasts on 1 January 2001 in mainland capital cities (achieved), and in regional areas between 1 January 2001 and 1 January 2004 (progressing). Commercial Television Australia has indicated that by the end of 2003 it is expected that 75% of the Australian population will have access to the full suite of digital services. 
In recent months, over 20,000 digital receivers per month have been sold, a significant increase on the rate of sales earlier this year and in previous years. This increase in sales after low initial sales is consistent with trends in take-up of other new technologies.

The availability of improved picture and sound quality, additional services such as electronic program guides and program enhancements, as well as wide screen and high definition programming, and an increasing range of set top boxes, are factors that are likely to be contributing to the evident increase in digital uptake.

In addition, the commercial television broadcasters instituted a television campaign promoting digital television earlier this year.

A series of statutory reviews are scheduled over the next two years into aspects of the digital policy framework. These will enable the Government to consider a range of issues and make changes, if indeed they are considered necessary.
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Question: 205

Topic: Television Broadcasting
Written Question on Notice

Senator Mackay asked:

When is the scheduled review for multi-channelling due and will the Government consider allowing commercial television stations to multi-channel?
Answer:
Under clause 60 of Schedule 4 to the Broadcasting Services Act 1992, the Government is required to conduct a review of simulcast requirements for commercial television broadcasting licensees before 1 January 2005. No decision has yet been taken as to how this and the related reviews will proceed. Part of the purpose of the review is to consider whether commercial broadcasters should be allowed to offer digital multichannel services.
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Question: 206

Topic: Television Broadcasting
Written Question on Notice

Senator Mackay asked:

Will the new Minister reconsider the decision of the previous Minister to dismiss the recommendation in the ACCC’s recent report into pay television, that Telstra divest itself of its interest in Foxtel? If not, why not?
Answer:
In releasing the ACCC report on Emerging Market Structures in the Communications Sector in June 2003, the previous Minister indicated that, while the Government would fully consider the ACCC report, there were very cogent reasons for not supporting two of its recommendations. The media release noted that the ACCC raised the possibility that Telstra relinquish its shareholding in Foxtel and its HFC network unless it could be shown that the costs outweighed the perceived benefits of divestiture; it indicated that proposals advocating such fundamental industry restructuring years after very large investments had been made must be treated with the utmost caution.

The Department is not aware of any changes to the Government’s position on this matter.

Outcome 3, Output 3.2 





Question: 207

Topic: Commercial Radio Blackspots Program
Written Question on Notice

Senator Crossin asked:

Who is/are the commercial broadcaster(s) responsible for servicing NT towns including Nhulunbuy, Jabiru and Tennant Creek?

Answer: 

All of the Northern Territory except the areas around Darwin and Alice Springs is in the central zone remote commercial radio licence area. The licensed commercial broadcaster for this licence area is Freshstream FM.
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Question: 208

Topic: Commercial Radio Blackspots Program
Written Question on Notice

Senator Crossin asked:

Have they again submitted for funding in the second round?

Answer: 

A second funding round based on proposals for a number of the 142 communities identified in the context of the Government’s 2001 election commitment is currently under consideration.

The Program was opened in June 2003 to invite commercial broadcasters to submit proposals for additional communities for consideration. Proposals for communities in the Northern Territory have been received from Freshstream FM in this process. These proposals are currently being assessed by the Department of Communications, Information Technology and the Arts.
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Question: 209

Topic: Commercial Radio Blackspots Program
Written Question on Notice

Senator Crossin asked:

Will only towns identified by CRA be supported for funding?

Answer: 

No. The Program was opened in June 2003 to proposals from all licensed commercial radio broadcasters. 
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Question: 210

Topic: Commercial Radio Blackspots Program
Written Question on Notice

Senator Crossin asked:

Will only broadcasters identified and supported by CRA be considered for provision of services?

Answer: 

No. See answer to Q209. 
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Question: 211

Topic: Commercial Radio Blackspots Program
Written Question on Notice

Senator Crossin asked:

What is the Government’s criteria for funding - is population a criteria?

Answer: 

Projects for communities identified in the context of the Government’s 2001 election commitment are eligible for funding unless the proposal was for the provision of a service to a community in another licensee’s licence area, or the licensee has decided not to proceed with the project.

The eligibility and ranking of new proposals submitted in response to the June 2003 invitation takes into account the presence and level of existing services, the size of the community and whether the nominated community is in a licence area for which communities have or have not previously received assistance under the Program. 
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Question: 212

Topic: Commercial Radio Blackspots Program
Written Question on Notice

Senator Crossin asked:

How important is nomination by CRA?

Answer: 

See answer to Q209.
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Question: 213

Topic: Commercial Radio Blackspots Program
Written Question on Notice

Senator Crossin asked:

Is there a system of weighting of factors?

Answer: 

See answer to Q211.
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Question: 214

Topic: Commercial Radio Blackspots Program
Written Question on Notice

Senator Crossin asked:

Some places given new services in the first round had populations of between a few hundred to two thousand (for example Omeo, Corryong and Nhill). These are far smaller than any of the NT towns named, so what was the criteria for allocating them services?

Answer: 

The communities awarded funding in the first round were identified in the 2001 election commitment by the government.
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Question: 215

Topic: Commercial Radio Blackspots Program
Written Question on Notice

Senator Crossin asked:

If a request for funding comes from a non CRA member how is it assessed, who by and from whom is advice sought on that applicant?

Answer: 

All proposals submitted in response to the June 2003 invitation will be assessed for eligibility by the Department of Communications, Information Technology and the Arts in consultation with the Australian Broadcasting Authority (ABA). The ABA will also be consulted in relation to planning issues. See also answers to Q211 &  213.
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Question: 216

Topic: Commercial Radio Blackspots Program
Written Question on Notice

Senator Crossin asked:

When will decisions on the second round of funding be announced?

Answer: 

See answer to Q208. Decisions on successful proposals submitted in response to the June 2003 invitation are expected to be announced early in 2004.
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Question: 217

Topic: Commercial Radio Blackspots Program
Written Question on Notice

Senator Crossin asked:

Is there any appeal process for unsuccessful “bidders”?

Answer: 

No.
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