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Question: 18

Topic: Repatriation of Indigenous Human Remains and Sacred Objects
Senator Conroy asked:

How many ancestral remains or sacred objects are held by the Museum?
Answer: 
The National Museum of Australia currently holds a total of 2,125 ancestral remains.  As this figure includes individual bones, the number of individuals represented is much less.

The Museum also holds 660 secret/sacred objects in its collection.

Both figures above are subject to change as collections are researched, unified, and provenance determined.
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Question: 19

Topic: Repatriation of Indigenous Human Remains and Sacred Objects
Senator Conroy asked:
Is the NMA currently in negotiations with any organisations for the repatriation of Indigenous remains or sacred objects?

Answer: 
Yes.  The Museum is actively engaged with some fifty organisations such as Land Councils, representative bodies and State heritage offices, for both the domestic and overseas repatriation programs.
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