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Question: 17

Topic: Hazardous Substance Training
Senator Wortley asked:

What percentage of staff have received training regarding the use of hazardous substances or environmental issues in their workplace that they need to be made aware of, including security staff having recommendations to wear masks in certain areas and things like that?

Answer:

Workplace risks at the Gallery, including those relating to the use of hazardous substances or other environmental issues, are identified and managed through a comprehensive risk management process.  Risk assessments are undertaken prior to the commencement of tasks that may involve the use of hazardous substances and identified risks are managed appropriately. 

Hazardous substance training is offered on a regular basis to Gallery staff identified with access, and potential for exposure, to these substances.  The primary users of hazardous substances are conservators, photographers and facilities management staff.  A number of these staff are trained in the use and handling of hazardous substances as part of their professional qualifications.  In addition, in the past three years, 32 staff (approximately 13% of full time equivalent staff) have received general training in relation to hazardous substances.   
Training in the use of the Gallery’s hazardous substance management database, ChemWatch, has also been provided to approximately 45 members of staff (approximately 19% of full time equivalent staff). 
Training needs for all Gallery staff are also reviewed regularly as part of the Gallery’s Individual Development and Performance Agreement process.

The Gallery enforces standard work procedures, including in relation to situations where staff may be required to wear personal protective equipment.  Situations requiring the use of personal protective equipment by security staff are identified in the risk assessments undertaken prior to any work being carried out. 
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