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Question: 194

Topic: Distribution outlets
Senator Conroy asked:

Okay. Is there an estimate of how many distribution outlets, roughly, will be covered by the people you are talking to? You must have an estimate of their footprint.

Answer: 

The Protecting Australian Families Online program included a partnership component which involved different levels of support by a number of companies. A variety of program information was available from members of the partnership program. The information booklet itself was only made available by the ISP Neighbourhood Cable shopfront.

The Family Assistance Office network made available program information via the Government shopfronts, such as posters and ‘flyers’. The information booklet was not directly available from the Family Assistance Office network. 
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Question: 196
Topic: ABC services to Warmun, WA
Senator Conroy asked:

Are you aware the Warmun community in the Central Kimberley Pilbara region recently lost their ABC signal?... As a result of this failure, and numerous other maintenance issues in the region, Pilbara and Kimberley Aboriginal Media, or PAKAM, made an application to DCITA—which is not part of the ABC—for the repair and maintenance of the broadcasting equipment on behalf of 14 communities to ensure that such failures did not occur. Can you confirm why that funding was refused?

…Can you give the Warmun community an assurance that their radio service will continue uninterrupted if basic repair and maintenance of their broadcast equipment is not provided for?
Answer: 

The ABC has advised that it provided funding to the Warmun community under its Self-Help Assistance scheme to install a Triple J service. The funding to all applicants under this scheme was provided with a written agreement from the recipient organisation that the recipient would be responsible for the ongoing operation and maintenance costs. The ABC also advised that a Local Radio service was not included in this funding agreement and consequently the local community funded this service itself.

The local community organisation, Warmun Community Inc, is responsible for the operation and ongoing maintenance for the ABC radio services in Warnum. The Department has been advised that an electrical problem caused an interruption to the ABC Local Radio service in March 2007. The personnel responsible for maintaining the local transmitter were away from the community at the time of the interruption and as a result, restoration of the service took a number of days. The Department understands that the service is currently operating.
The Department has not received an application from Pilbara and Kimberley Aboriginal Media in relation to ABC broadcasting services.
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Question: 232

Topic: Internet filtering in public libraries
Senator Fielding asked:

Can I draw your attention to the communications powers in section 51(v). Did the government use that communications power on the issue of internet gambling? Why cannot the government use that same power if they are absolutely serious, as per your statements that the government is committed to do everything reasonably possible to ensure that all Australians, particularly children, are safe on the internet? Why cannot those same powers be used?
Answer: 

The Interactive Gambling Act 2001 relies on the communications power in section 51(v) of the Constitution. Similarly, legislation (if any) to support the Government’s cyber-safety activities could rely on this power. 

The Government announced in November 2007 a comprehensive range of cyber-safety measures that involves education, international co-operation, research, law enforcement and internet service provider filtering.  
The Government is undertaking a number of activities to inform the development of an implementation framework for ISP filtering. ACMA’s ‘blacklist’ of websites will be made more comprehensive to ensure children are protected from harmful and inappropriate online material.

Under the Cyber-safety Plan, a filtered Internet service will be made available to homes, schools and public internet points accessible by children.
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Question: 234

Topic: Television black spot areas of Kalorama North, Kalorama South and Montrose

Senator Conroy asked:

It is understood that both DCITA and ACMA have been in consultation with the Shire of Yarra Ranges, Victoria, with a view to resolving television black spots in the areas of Kalorama North, Kalorama South and Montrose. Over what period has this consultation occurred?

Answer: 

The Department and the Australian Communications and Media Authority have consulted with the Shire of Yarra Ranges since the Shire submitted an Expression of Interest for New Services under the Television Black Spots Program on 6 October 2000 for the Kalorama television black spot. Consultations with the Shire are continuing.
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