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Question: 1

Topic: Resourcing Dance
Senator Kate Lundy asked:
Post review [Resourcing Dance], how many organisations were funded through that process?

Answer: 

No new key organisations were funded as a direct result of Resourcing Dance.  

In the ensuing two years after receiving the report, the Dance Board moved three existing Program Grant (annually funded) companies and their funding amounts into the Key Organisations category:  Stompin Youth Dance Company (TAS), Lucy Guerin Inc (VIC) and Dancehouse (VIC).  Two other organisations are no longer funded as Key Organisations:  The Australian Choreographic Centre (ACT) and DanceWorks (VIC).
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Question: 2

Topic: Choreographers
Senator Kate Lundy asked:

Are you able to provide us with some detail about how exactly new choreographers are given training experience as choreographers and how their career paths develop through those small companies? If you could take it on notice to provide the committee with a description of where those opportunities are and how they occur, I would be grateful.

Answer: 

There are multiple ways choreographers are given training and experience.  A main point of access is through the Dance Board’s contestable grant categories.  The Dance Board regularly provides direct support for choreographic development to artists around the country, through skills development, creative development of new work, plus support for research and development organisations and special initiatives.

In the past year this included:

· two annual program grants to organisations whose primary remit is to support choreographic development:  Critical Path in NSW and STRUT in WA;

· development grants for Australian choreographers to undertake a first stage creative development for a new work;

· a fellowship grant of $90,000 ($45,000 per year for two years); and

· grants for choreographers to undertake skills development opportunities internationally.

Other choreographic development opportunities are provided through the Dance Board’s triennially funded Key Organisations.  Examples include the year-round program offered by Dancehouse (VIC), Australian Dance Theatre's (SA) Ignition program and Chunky Move's (VIC) Maximise program, which focuses on young and emerging choreographic talent. 

In addition, major performing arts companies offer opportunities to emerging or mid-career choreographers.  Recently Frances Rings has worked with Bangarra Dance Theatre and Narelle Benjamin has worked with the Sydney Dance Company and The Australian Ballet. 

Choreographers may also access resources outside the Australia Council through national and international infrastructure, including masterclasses, mentorships, workshops and 
residencies.  For example, the Russell Page Fellowship is awarded annually to emerging or mid-career artists, many of whom are emerging choreographers. 
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Question: 4
Topic: State Funding to Small to Medium Sector
Senator Rod Kemp asked:

I would be very keen to see some material relating to what the state governments are currently putting into the small and medium sector.

Answer: 

Please note the attached chart, which is based on the audited accounts of 60 small to medium performing arts companies triennially funded by the Australia Council through the 2001-2005 period.

Small to medium performing arts sector funding

	Total Funding Provided to 60 Key Small to Medium Performing Arts Organisations by 

State / Territory Funding Bodies

	State
	2001
	2002
	2003
	2004
	2005
	

	ACT
	273
	289
	408
	354
	315
	

	NT
	148
	133
	174
	225
	187
	

	NSW
	1,168
	1,311
	1,411
	1,615
	1,713
	

	QLD
	2,872
	2,817
	2,433
	2,388
	2,343
	

	SA
	2,055
	2,380
	2,001
	2,106
	2,389
	

	TAS
	377
	341
	342
	416
	401
	

	VIC
	1,999
	2,930
	2,616
	2,506
	2,783
	

	WA
	1,771
	2,303
	2,232
	2,062
	2,167
	

	NAT
	202
	172
	187
	168
	242
	

	Totals
	10,864
	12,675
	11,804
	11,840
	12,540
	


Notes:  

Figures are based on the audited accounts of the attached group of small to medium performing arts companies

Organisations designated ‘NAT’ are those that have an agreed national focus.

Two organisations not deemed national received funding from multiple states:

· Hothouse Theatre:  NSW and Victoria (2001-2005)

· Flying Fruit Fly Circus:  NSW and Victoria (2001-2005), plus Queensland in 2001-2002)
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Question: 5

Topic: 2005 Venice Biennale Travel
Senator Conroy asked:

Can I get a breakdown of last time [Venice Biennale]: economy, business class and all that sort of stuff?

Answer: 

Five Australia Council representatives attended the Venice Biennale 2005 – CEO; Director Visual Arts Board; Manager International Market Development; Exhibitions Manager; PR/Media Manager.

The CEO travelled business class and the other team members travelled economy class.

Total value:  $29,262
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Question: 6

Topic: Venice Biennale 2007
Senator Conroy asked:

Does the Australia Council outsource any of its responsibilities, including PR, during its participation in the event [the Venice Biennale]?

Answer: 

The following project requirements are outsourced: marketing (including graphic design and catalogue production); freight; and technical services.
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Question: 7

Topic: Venice Biennale Expenditure
Senator Stephen Conroy asked:

I am hoping that I can get a breakdown of the figure of $780,000 supplied to the committee.

Answer: 

Australia Council funding of $780,000 is the Australian Government contribution to the total cost of managing Australia’s participation in the 2007 Venice Biennale – estimated at $2.3 million in total. This amount is not provided against specific elements, and this cannot be broken down. A full budget, covering the preparation and planning for the event over 2005-06 and 2007-08, is attached.

An additional $70,000 has now been provided from the Australia Council’s allocation to international activities for marketing material to promote the three artists. 

Budget income:

Australia Council



   $850,000

State/Territory Governments


  $150,000

Sponsors and Donors



$1,300,000

Total





$2,300,000
Budget expenditure is allocated against the following categories:


Pavilion




  $30,000

Exhibitions – Production


$375,000

Exhibitions – Venue & Presentation

$400,000

Exhibitions – Fees and Venue Attendants
$150,000

Freight and Insurance



$180,000

Professional Development Program

  $50,000

Marketing




$200,000

Media and PR




  $75,000

Official launches and openings

  $60,000

Fundraising




  $80,000

Travel and Accommodation


$200,000

Project Development and Support Staff
$400,000

Contingency




$100,000

Total                                                            $2,300,000
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Question: 8

Topic: International Programs
Senator Stephen Conroy asked:

How much is spent on each program? [Playing the World, International Pathways and a dance international strategy]

Answer: 

Expended budgets for these programs in 2005-06 were:


· $210,906 for Playing The World (Theatre) 


· $339,614 for International Pathways (Music)


· $220,000 for the Dance International Market Development Strategy 
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