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Question: 3

Topic: VACS indexation by the states

Senator Rod Kemp asked:

[Regarding VACS] the states have agreed to match the indexed amounts?

Answer: 

While formal agreement has not yet been provided, preliminary discussions between officials indicate that all States and Territories will agree to matched indexed funding over four years.
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Question: 9

Topic: VACS Indexation
Senator Conroy asked:

Would you explain to me what the method is? [Department of Finance and Administration indexation formula number 6]
Answer: 

The Department of Finance and Administration advises that Indexation Formula number 6, or Wage Cost Index 6 (WCI), is one of the WCIs that form part of the Australian Government’s indexation framework. There is a range of WCIs in use, each with a different weighting of wage and non-wage costs.

All WCIs are weighted averages of movements in the Australian Fair Pay Commission’s minimum wage determinations and the Consumer Price Index. As well as differing weights on these components across the different WCIs, there are differences between WCIs in regard to the period over which the CPI movement is measured.
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Question: 10

Topic: Relocation of the Australian Film Commission’s research and statistics function 
to the Australian Film, Television and Radio School (AFTRS)
Senator Wortley asked:

Senator Brandis – Is this the question: has there been any communication, either to me or to the Department, from any individual criticising the relocation of the statistics function post merger to AFTRS?

Senator Wortley: [not just from an individual; from any organisation] And, if so, what were the concerns raised?
Answer: 

The Minister for the Arts and Sport has received two pieces of correspondence from the industry expressing concern about the relocation of the research and statistics function.
One letter implied that, based on the correspondent’s consultations, the industry was not comfortable with the proposed transfer.

The second letter indicated that the research and statistics function would be best placed with the new Australian Screen Authority and recommended that the decision be reconsidered.

There have also been some verbal representations on the subject to Departmental officers suggesting that the function was performed well at present.
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Question: 35

Topic: Playing Australia
Senator Conroy asked:

a) When did the Playing Australia committee meet to finalise its recommendations for grants under the Playing Australia program?

b) What date did the Minister’s office receive these recommendations?

c) When was the department advised of the Minister’s decision?
Answer: 

a)  27 and 28 February 2007.
b)  26 March 2007.
c)  7 May 2007.
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