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Question: 20
Topic: AbaF Workshops (1)
Senator Stephen Conroy asked:

a) In the last round of Estimates you outlined a number of workshops which AbaF would be rolling out. We heard that “to the end of June we have got eight locked in”; can you update the committee on the progress of these programs?

b) When did these workshops begin?

c) How long will they run for?

d) Have they been embraced by the arts community?

e) What sort of take-up have you received for each workshop?

Answer: 

a and b) Since 8 March 2007, AbaF has delivered 15 Artist Business workshops to 321 participants in capital cities and regional centres. Details of these workshops appear in the table below.

	Location
	Date
	Participants

	Hobson’s Bay (Melbourne)
	8 March 2007
	16

	Hobson’s Bay (Melbourne)
	15 March 2007
	16

	Canberra
	9 March 2007
	21

	Adelaide
	17 April 2007
	21

	Adelaide
	18 April 2007
	23

	Perth
	24 April 2007
	18

	Hobart
	  3 May 2007
	25

	Sydney
	  7 May 2007
	23

	Sydney
	  8 May 2007
	20

	Launceston
	18 May 2007
	26

	Brisbane
	21 May 2007
	29

	Melbourne
	29 May 2007
	23

	Melbourne
	30 May 2007
	23

	Alice Springs
	 5  May 2007
	17

	Darwin
	 7 June 2007
	20


c) AbaF received additional funding for 2006-07 from the Australian Government for a program of activity to increase the business skills of visual artists. If funding is continued, AbaF will deliver a further 46 workshops in capital cities (16), regional cities (15) and through collaborations with other agencies (15) in 2007-08.

d) AbaF has received overwhelmingly positive feedback by visual artists who have attended the workshops. Forty-four per cent have provided unsolicited positive feedback in addition to the required information on the evaluation forms. Others have sent emails and correspondence indicating that the workshops were informative, well presented and highly valuable. 

e) The majority of workshops have been booked to capacity (20-29 participants). There is demand for future workshops from all states and territories.
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Question: 21
Topic: AbaF Workshops (2)
Senator Stephen Conroy asked:

a) It was also stated in February, “To the end of June we have got eight locked in, with the potential for another eight”. What is the progress of these other eight workshops?
b) When do you expect to have them up and running?
c) Has there been any initial evaluation of the workshops?
d) If so, by whom?
e) When do you expect to start evaluating the success of these workshops?

Answer: 

a - b)15 workshops were delivered between March and June 2007.  There are another 46 planned for delivery in 2007-08 subject to continuation of funding.

c) Yes. All participants in the workshops have completed evaluation forms. These will be analysed by July 2007. 

d) Evaluation forms will be analysed by an external consultant engaged by AbaF.

e) Analysis of workshop evaluations has commenced and will be completed in July 2007.
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Question: 22
Topic: Future AbaF programs
Senator Stephen Conroy asked:

What other programs are waiting to be rolled out?
Answer: 

AbaF made its adviceBank services available to visual artists from March 2007.

A new AbaF service specifically for visual artists, adviceLink, began operating in mid March and the online resource for metropolitan and regional users is expected to be operational by late June 2007.

Subject to continuation of funding, topic specific workshops planned for the next financial year will be developed in response to needs identified through the evaluation process.
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Question: 23
Topic: AbaF Advice Line
Senator Stephen Conroy asked:

What is the progress of Advice Line?

Answer: 

The correct name of the initiative is adviceLink. It began operating in mid March 2007 and by the end of May 2007 had already received more than 30 calls and emails from participants seeking advice following the workshops.
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Question: 24
Topic: AbaF Online Resource
Senator Stephen Conroy asked:

a) What is the progress of the online resource? I note that in February it was stated, “the online resource is the next cab off the rank”.

b) What is the progress of the online resource for metropolitan and regional areas?

Answer: 

a and b) AbaF negotiated a contract for the joint online site with NAVA which was launched on 26 June 2007. The website includes the online Artist Business Directory and Fact Sheets on a range of pertinent topics. 
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