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	1
	10
	McLucas
	Whaling
	I just want to finish the whaling issue. Mr Bamsey, how many antiwhaling nations have joined the IWC since Korea? If you want to, you can take that on notice.

Mr Bamsey—Yes, I will take it on notice. 

Could you list all nations that have joined since Korea? That might be useful.
	AAD
	28/07/06

	2
	60
	Brown
	Assessment of Poisoning of Wedge-Tailed Eagles
	What about poisoning, either deliberately or otherwise, of wedge-tails? Do you keep a watch on that?

Mr Early—I do not think so. In what context?

Senator BOB BROWN—That is outside the Regional Forest Agreement bailiwick, but it is a known major threat to the Tasmanian wedge-tail which is listed as endangered.

Mr Early—No one has brought to my attention anyone poisoning as an active act.

Senator BOB BROWN—I have now. I wonder if you would look at that for me and get back to me with an assessment on it?

Mr Early—Certainly.
	AWD
	28/07/06

	3
	66
	Carr
	Pacific hydro, Portland
	Senator CARR—How many birds do you think, in terms of your mortality studies for the Pacific Hydro project at Portland, were likely to be killed?

Mr Early—How many were likely to be killed?

Senator CARR—Yes.

Mr Early—I would have to take that on notice.

COPY OF REPORT REFERRED TO BY MINISTER ONLY
	AWD
	05/10/06

	4
	66
	Carr
	Mitigation plans for Wind Farms
	I see. How many of these mitigation plans are there for wind farms?

Mr Early—I do not know. I will have to take that on notice.
	AWD
	28/07/06

	5
	67
	Carr
	Mitigation plans for Wind Farms
	Senator Ian Campbell—Mr Chairman, we will provide on notice a couple of mitigation plans. There is one I know of. We will certainly table the mitigation plan, as long as it is agreed by the owners of the wind installation. It would be their property; they would submit it to us but it would be their property. As long as we get the approval of the owners of the wind farm, we will provide it to the committee and then we can see what a mitigation plan looks like for a wind farm.

CHAIR—Thank you. That will be done on notice rather than today?
	AWD
	03/11/06 +  2 attach'ts

	6
	68
	Carr
	Wind Farms
	Mr Early, in the decision by former Minister Robert Hill with regard to the Hydro Tasmania project at Woolnorth—do you have one at Woolnorth?

What was the decision that the minister took? I take it he did approve the wind farm in that case?

Mr Early—Yes. It was approved, with conditions.

Senator CARR—What were the conditions?

Mr Early—I have not got all the conditions in front of me, but we can provide them on notice.
	AWD
	28/07/06 + 1 attach't

	7
	69
	Carr
	Orange-bellied parrot
	Senator Ian Campbell—I will table the information that was provided to the threatened species committee when the orange-bellied parrot was made an endangered species. It so concerned me and the department when we received the latest study, which we spent a lot of money on getting, that we have now gone to the threatened species committee and asked them to look at upgrading the nature of the listing of that  pieces to critically endangered, which is the level 1 below extinction.
	AWD
	28/07/06

	8
	69
	Carr
	Orange-bellied parrot
	In 2001 what was the level of advice that the department had when it approved a wind farm that could kill six parrots in two years?

Mr Early—I would have to take that on notice, but the latest figures show a reduction and show the orange-bellied parrot to be in a much more precarious situation than was thought at that time.
	AWD
	28/07/06

	9
	71
	Evans
	Biosis Report
	When did you make it available to the minister?

Mr Early—I cannot tell you that. I can find that out on notice.

Senator CHRIS EVANS—If you can find out this evening, that is fine. If not, take it on notice.
	AWD
	28/07/06

	10
	75
	Allison
	Wind Farms
	What sorts of conditions were set on the three wind farms that were approved, having come through the process?

Mr Early—It is probably best if I provide them on notice.
	AWD
	28/07/06 + 1 attach't

	11
	76
	Allison
	Wind Farms
	What has been put in place to deal with those threats?

Mr Early—There has been a variety of things put in place across a number of jurisdictions. This is a Tasmanian, Victorian and South Australian government issue as well as a Commonwealth issue. I would probably have to take it on notice and give you a clear exposition of the money that has been spent, what it has been spent on and what actions are being taken to try to protect the orange-bellied parrot. There is a captive breeding program for a start, which is obviously a fairly significant element.

Senator ALLISON—Has there been any action on the Victorian coastline or close to it or anywhere near the Bald Hills site?

Mr Early—I am sure there is, but I would have to double-check on what the Victorian government in particular is doing.

Senator ALLISON—What is in the budget to protect the orange-bellied parrot?

Mr Early—Once again, I would have to check.

Senator Ian Campbell—We have identified close to or in excess of $1 million of funding specifically going into projects to assist the recovery of the orange-bellied parrot.

Senator ALLISON—Specifically?

Senator Ian Campbell—Specifically. I would be happy to table this if I were allowed to by the committee, but we have a detailed schedule of all of the projects that have either been stopped or totally relocated as a result of orange-bellied parrots in Victoria. Depending on how you count them, upwards of a dozen projects over recent years that have either been stopped entirely or moved by the Victorian EPA because of risks to orange-bellied parrots.
	AWD
	28/07/06

	12
	77
	Allison
	Wind Farms
	How close is this site to a wetland?

Senator Ian Campbell—Within less than a kilometre. We will get the exact figure.

Mr Early—It is quite close. I would have to take that on notice.
	AWD
	28/07/06

	13
	78-79
	Carr
	Independent review of assessment documentation for Bald Hills wind farm
	Would you take it on notice as to why it was a select tender and not an open tender?

 What was the value of the commission for that work?

 Are we able to get a copy of that report?

Can you take that on who actually received a copy of the report and who was advised of its contents?

What was the total value of the research?
	AWD
	28/07/06 + 1 attach't

	14
	81
	Carr
	Bald Hills Wind Farm
	What mitigation proposals were advanced by the independent consultant in regard to the orange-bellied parrot in the Bald Hills project?

Mr Early—I cannot recall.

Senator CARR—Will you take that on notice? Can you also take on notice why they were found to be unacceptable?

Mr Early—Sorry?

Senator CARR—Why they were rejected.

Senator Ian Campbell—We will table the statement of reasons, won’t we, Mr Early?

Mr Early—Yes.

Senator Ian Campbell—That is a public document now? That explains my decision.
	AWD
	28/07/06 + 1 attach't

	15
	81-82
	Carr
	Bald Hills Wind Farm
	In terms of the study, how many orange-bellied parrots were sighted during the environmental impact studies of the Bald Hills site?

It did not set out to do that? Did it report on that matter?
	AWD
	05/10/06

	16
	95
	Bartlett
	Importation of Asian Elephants
	Once they are here and installed, as it were, what sorts of things can you do if those conditions are not met?

Mr Early—They are legally enforceable conditions. If they are breached, there are penalties under the legislation. I can take it on notice. I do not have them all with me. They are quite detailed in terms of what can and cannot happen with those elephants
	AWD
	28/07/06

	17
	96
	Bartlett
	Kangaroo harvesting
	(a)  Is there any estimate of the number of joeys that die either in pouch or at foot as part of this process?

Mr Early—I am not aware, but I could take that on notice for you and check.

(b)  Could you also see if there is any estimate or anything more solid than estimates about the percentage of adult females versus males?
	AWD
	28/07/06

	18
	97
	Bartlett
	Kuranda Range road upgrade
	—What is the level of assessment on that? You can take it on notice if you are not sure.

Mr Early—Yes, I will take it on notice. I am not sure.
	AWD
	28/07/06

	19
	101
	McLucas
	False Cape Development
	Senator McLUCAS—Just the site cover issue?

Mr Early—Yes.

Senator McLUCAS—What is the difference between a net area of land and a gross area of land? Surely 800 square metres is 800 square metres.

Mr Early—Yes. I am not entirely sure.

Senator McLUCAS—If you find out, I wonder whether you could share that with the committee.

Mr Early—Yes, sure.
	AWD
	28/07/06

	20
	102-103
	McLucas
	False Cape Development
	(a)  The geotechnical survey work I understand has been completed. Is that right?

(b)  Will it be made public? I understand the report is provided to you.

(c)  Can I ask you, then, on notice that if you do receive it, can it be made public? Can you also provide me with the start date and the finish date of the geotech survey work and what equipment was involved in that work?

(d)  And what was the nature of the work? This goes back to the earlier discussion we had in February about whether we are building a road or trying to work out what the geotech circumstances are.

(e)  Is there any information you have?

(f)  Can you confirm that roadworks were still being carried out 12 days after the geotechnical equipment was removed from the site?

(g)  I wonder if you could provide us with a list of the dates of those site visits from officers of both authorities.
	AWD
	28/07/06

	21
	103
	McLucas
	False Cape Development
	In that 23 December letter from your department to the EDO in Queensland, it states:

Works to date are broadly consistent with the preliminary works approval issued by Cairns City Council.

What does ‘broadly consistent’ mean?

Mr Early—Broadly consistent. It basically means consistent. But there may have been some minor

variations at the margins which did not have any impact.

Senator McLUCAS—What would be the nature of those minor variations?
	AWD
	28/07/06

	22
	105-106
	McLucas
	False Cape Development
	(A)  So how many cassowaries do we expect to lose because of the development at False Cape? Some analysis must have been done, I imagine.

Mr Early—I think the answer is probably none at all. But I can take that on notice and let you know.

(B) But using the same modelling that the department clearly has, I wonder if that could

be applied to the cassowary at False Cape.
	AWD
	28/07/06

	23
	121
	Carr
	Global nuclear energy partnership IDC
	At the PM&C estimates on Monday, it was revealed there was a new interdepartmental committee which is headed up by DFAT. It has other departments on it. I take it your department is on it.

Mr Borthwick—I would have to take that on notice. I know it came up in PM&C estimates. Mr Early’s division might know something about it, but Mr Early has left for the evening.
	AWD
	28/07/06

	24
	Written Question on Notice
	Carr
	EPBC Act decisions
	(a)  How many times has the Minister for the Environment and Heritage failed to meet his statutory obligations for decisions under the EPBC Act?

(b) What were those circumstances?
	AWD
	28/07/06

	25
	Written Question on Notice
	Carr
	Denmark Windfarm
	(a)  Given the Department of Environment and Heritage has decided the Denmark wind farm is not a controlled action, does the Minister have any power under the EPBC Act to block the project?

(b)  Has the Denmark wind farm project received any Commonwealth Government funding? 

(c)  What Department resources have been used to consider the issues arising from the Minister’s intervention with the Denmark wind farm, excluding action leading up to the decision on 27 May 2005 to approve the wind farm?  
	AWD
	14/09/06

	26
	Written Question on Notice
	Carr
	Perth Brickworks
	(a)  Is the Minister or Department considering action to support the community campaign against the brickworks being built at Perth airport (which is Commonwealth property)?

(b) If not, why not?
	AWD
	28/07/06

	27
	Written Question on Notice
	Milne
	Citing of Nuclear Power Stations in Australia
	Has the Department provided advice to the Minister on the citing of nuclear power plants in Australia?
	AWD
	28/07/06

	28
	Written Question on Notice
	Milne
	Yucca Mountain nuclear waste dump in Nevada.                                                                                 
	(a)  Is the Department aware of the controversy surrounding the licensing of the Yucca Mountain nuclear waste dump in Nevada.

(b)  Will the Department follow the US Environmental Protection Agency in setting radiation standards for the next 1 million years?
	AWD
	07/08/06

	29
	22
	Webber
	Perth mini tornado
	Senator WEBBER—I turn now to some of my more parochial obsessions in this area. I want to have a chat about the recent weather event in the southern suburbs of Perth that occurred on Tuesday of this week. The reports in the local media suggested the possibility that it was a mini tornado taking place in those areas; would that be the bureau’s view?

Dr Love—I have not seen any reports of that particular event, so I would be out of order to speak on it and I would have to get back to you. Very often the media does report on mini tornados. Usually, if there is a tornado, there are clear reports of a tornadic structure and fairly extensive damage. When we find the media is reporting a mini tornado, that is often a severe thunderstorm with a very strong downdraft, which causes a lesser scale of damage. About 99.9 times out of 100, when I say to my officers, ‘What was that mini tornado?’, it turns out to be a severe downdraft associated with a major thunderstorm rather than a real tornadic event. I cannot confirm that that is the case in this instance, but I will get back to you on that.
	BOM
	28/07/06

	30
	23
	Webber
	Tsunami Warning System
	Senator WEBBER—How many countries in the south-west Pacific are still to join the Pacific tsunami warning system?

Dr Love—I cannot answer that. I will have to take that on notice.
	BOM
	28/07/06

	31
	26
	McLucas
	VHF Broadcasts
	Senator McLUCAS—Will the twice-daily broadcasts on VHF cease?

I am quoting from a letter from the commander of the coastguard at Cairns that says that—

Would you mind doing a bit of research on — 

Channel 61, out of Cooktown; Lockhart River, channels 28 and 86; Torres Strait, channels 60, 20 and 66. 

Dr Love—Lockhart River, which channels?

Senator McLUCAS—28 and 86; Torres Strait channels, 60, 20 and 66; and Weipa, channel 3. I am advised that BOM provide that service and that it is a twice-daily VHF weather broadcast. The suggestion is that it cannot be replaced by sat phones because essentially people do not have them.
	BOM
	28/07/06

	32
	29
	McLucas
	VHF Broadcasts
	Dr Love, I return to VHF radio broadcasts. Your website states:

The Bureau of Meteorology advises that as of 3 am Eastern Standard Time 31 May 2006 the bureau will no longer be using the Telstra Seaphone service to broadcast coastal weather forecasts twice daily.

I asked you if you were to cease to broadcast VHF radio marine broadcasts from a range of channels. I do not know how you said ‘no’.

Dr Love—I will have to step back from that, because I have had discussions in recent times and my

understanding was that we had decided to continue. I will find out when that was put there, because it may well have preceded some decisions we have taken internally. That surprises me.

Senator McLUCAS—That is just off the website now.  Given the date, here we are on 25 May and this is meant to happen on 31 May; I note we have a period of time for answers to come back, and I would appreciate it, if possible.  Maybe a little chronology might be helpful for me as well.
	BOM
	28/07/06

	33
	Written Question on Notice
	Ludwig
	Executive coaching or other leadership training services
	The following questions relate to the purchase of executive coaching and/or other leadership training services by the department/agency, broken down for each of the last four financial years.

Where available, please provide:

(a) Total spending on these services.

(b)  The number of employees offered these services and their salary level.

(c)  The number of employees who have utilised these services and their salary level.

(d)  The names of all service providers engaged.

(e)  For each service purchased from a provider listed in the answer to the previous question, please provide:

   1. The name and nature of the service purchased.

   2. Whether the service is one-on-one or group based.

   3. The number of employees who received the service.

   4. The total number of hours involved for all employees.

   5. The total amount spent on the service.

   6. A description of the fees charged (e.g. per hour, complete package).

   7. Where a service was provided at any location other than the department or agency's own premises,

       please provide:

       i. The location used

       ii. The number of employees who took part on each occasion

       iii. The total number of hours involved for all employees who took part.
	CSD
	28/08/06

	34
	36
	McLucas
	GBRMP Review
	Which you would know best about. I quote then the Premier of Queensland, who says that he is concerned that the review will be ‘used as an excuse for Canberra to take control of the marine park’. Can you tell me the number of times that the review team met with Queensland  government officials and on what dates?

Mr Borthwick—I am happy to take that on notice. The Queensland government made a submission to the

panel. I do recall that the panel met with the then head of the Premier’s department in that context.  Subsequently, and also I think before finalising our report, I spoke to the current head of the Premier’s

department, but I will confirm the exact dates and on how many occasions that has occurred.
	EPA
	28/07/06

	35
	107-108
	Carr
	Response to the House of Representatives 'Sustainable Cities' report
	I understand that the department has written to all relevant Australian government agencies seeking an interdepartmental committee on matters raised within this report. Is that correct?

(a)  When was the letter establishing this IDC?

(b)  Why did it take so long to get the committee up and running?

(c)  Who was present at the meeting?

(d)  Who is on the committee?

(e)  It appears that the secretary of the department wrote in October to each state and territory and the Australian Local Government Association seeking their comments on the report. Are you able to advise me whether or not there have been any responses to this correspondence from the secretary?

(f)  Dr Washer, who was the chair of the committee, and I attended a planning institute conference in April. He stated that he would be following up the failure of the government to respond on this report. Have you had any correspondence from Dr Washer on this matter?                                                                                                       
	EQD
	22/08/06

	36
	108
	 
	Biodiesel
	Senator SIEWERT—I want to ask a few questions about biodiesel and the standards for biodiesel. As I understand it at the moment, there are 20 criteria that biodiesel needs to meet. Is that correct?

Ms Harwood—I could not give you a precise technical description of what the parameters are that comprise the standard for biodiesel, but I could give you a technical description of the standard on notice.

Senator SIEWERT—It would be very much appreciated if you could. I have heard some concern expressed in the industry that they do not think that the standards—this is coming from the industry—are quite tough enough. If I understand it correctly, the industry is concerned there may be people making backyard biodiesel that does not actually meet criteria and they may sell it into the market and then lower the quality of biodiesel  and give the product a bad name. Have you had those concerns presented to you?

Ms Harwood—Not personally, no. I would be happy to follow up. I am not aware of those concerns.
	EQD
	28/07/06

	37
	30
	McLucas
	GBRMPA Staff
	Senator McLUCAS—Do you have a document that you would like to table?

Mr Barrett—I do not have one with me at the moment, I am sorry. Our overall staff report is due any day, and we can take that on notice.
	GBRMPA
	28/07/06

	38
	38
	McLucas
	Clarification of funding for water quality monitoring
	Senator McLUCAS—Can you confirm, and maybe Mr Barrett will be able to help us here, that the actual contribution by the Commonwealth to water quality in coastal development, both in the departmental appropriations and other resources available to be used, are in fact less this year?

Senator Ian Campbell—The substantial contributions from the Commonwealth to the water quality program are the substantial investments through the Natural Heritage Trust.

Senator McLUCAS—They are actually less this current year—compared to last year.

Senator Ian Campbell—Through the Natural Heritage Trust?

Mr Barrett—If I could just clarify that, the NHT funding for water quality monitoring appears under output group 1.6, science and information for park management. They are the research group of the organisation. There is a slight drop in there and it is basically in relation to the accounting for when the funding is received and spent. Basically, the original arrangements for funding under NHT for water quality monitoring is $2 million a year for three years. It is just basically what is accounted for in terms of a reduction.

Senator McLUCAS—Minister, when do you intend to make your decisions known in terms of the review?

Senator Ian Campbell—Just before we leave that—and we will seek to get you more figures—

my broad understanding would be that the investments going into on-the-ground investment directed towards reef 

water quality projects through the Natural Heritage Trust are more likely to be higher this year than in previous years, because a lot of the investments—the three-year investment plans—have been approved during the past 12 months
	GBRMPA
	21/09/06

	39
	41
	Macdonald
	EMC percentage
	Senator IAN MACDONALD—Of your total operating costs I probably should say, what percentage is the EMC?

Ms Chadwick—I think John is doing the arithmetic. Can we get back to you on that?
	GBRMPA
	28/07/06

	40
	43
	Macdonald
	GBRMPA Consultancy Work
	Senator IAN MACDONALD—Do you offer yourself for paid consultancy work to other areas or do people just want you to give this advice free?

Mr Tanzer—It is a bit of both. We pulled back a lot from this—GBRMPA used to have a consulting arm, but we found that it was distracting, can I say, from what our core business is. Our core business under the act is, of course, the Great Barrier Reef Marine Park and its management. We have got a strong focus there. But, for instance, the German nature conservation agency, which is part of the German ministry, paid for my attendance at the conference.

Senator IAN MACDONALD—I would be interested in getting a bit more on that, perhaps on notice.
	GBRMPA
	28/07/06

	41
	44
	Bartlett
	GBRMPA - Indigenous Staff
	 Could you tell me how many Indigenous staff you have?
	GBRMPA
	28/07/06

	42
	46
	Joyce
	GBR Re-zoning
	Senator JOYCE—That is the issue I wish to concentrate on. Obviously, you would have heard ad nauseam about the studies of people such as Dr Walter Stark—and correct me if I am wrong—that fishing on the reef was at about 17 kilograms per square kilometre. Would you agree with that? Do you know?
Ms Chadwick—No, I would need to check.
Senator JOYCE—I think it was. Other fisheries in the world collect up to 7,000 kilograms of fish per square kilometre. Prior to the expansion of the zones, what was the evidence of the main environmental threats that inspired it, and can you direct me to the paper that states these in detail, and have the expanded zones alleviated these issues?

Senator CAMPBELL - We could provide to the committee a series of papers that would create substantial scientific underpinning to the concept that you set aside areas of total no-take in terms of marine management.

We will provide those to you.
	GBRMPA
	22/08/06 + 2 attach'ts

	43
	49-51
	Joyce
	Maximum Green Zone Fines
	Senator JOYCE—In your view, do they match the crime? For example, for fishing in the wrong zone,

what is the maximum fine I could get?...(as an individual)

What is the maximum fine for a commercial fishing vessel in the green zone?
	GBRMPA
	28/07/06

	44
	42
	Macdonald
	In kind contribution to MTSRF
	Senator IAN MACDONALD—So until the new reef and rainforest organisation is up and running, you are not in a position to make any decisions on what goes to them and what goes elsewhere? 

Ms Chadwick—We, in fact, have already advised the MTSRF interim board of what we believe is our in-kind contribution. That is the time that our people already do spend producing material which can then inform and assist the work of MTSRF—chairing committees, working with them and so forth. I would be happy to provide you with that document. It represents an investment in kind by GBRMPA of something in the order of just over $3 million per annum.
	GBRMPA  
	28/07/06 +  attach't

	45
	128
	Carr
	Greenhouse Gas Abatement Programme
	How much has been spent to date and how much is intended to be committed for the forward estimates period?

Mr Sterland—The allocations for GGAP have been covered reasonably comprehensively in previous

questions on notice that are on the record. It is also a matter of record that some of the GGAP program has been drawn on to fund other climate change programs. It is a complex issue. I could set it out on notice, if you like.
	ICE
	28/07/06

	46
	Written Question on Notice
	Carr
	Climate Change
	Given the Minister stated on Four Corners earlier this year that:

“Well, I’ve specifically for example asked the renewable energy sector in Australia to come up with new  policies in that area, which I would quite frankly I would … ........ and:

“I’m writing policy now on greenhouse and environmental issues. I have industry working closely with me on  that.”

(a)  Please advise what new policies came out of the discussions the Minister was having with industry?

(b)  Has the Minister worked closely with industry on policy options?  Is the Minister working with the  renewable energy industry?  Please provide examples.

(c)  Did the Department or Minister receive any correspondence from any industry on future policy  directions?  If so, please provide details.

(d)  Did the Department or Minister respond to this correspondence? 
	ICE
	28/07/06

	47
	Written Question on Notice
	Milne
	Climate Change
	(a)  Has the Department formulated a view about what level of global average temperature rise would represent ‘Dangerous Anthropogenic Interference’ with the climate?

(b)  Has the Minister been advised on this matter?

(c)  If no advice has been provided, when does the Department intend to do so?
	ILAD
	07/08/06

	48
	128
	McLucas
	Tidal gauges
	Senator McLUCAS—Could you provide me with a list of places where there is sea level monitoringequipment.

Mr Carruthers—Yes. I would be happy to take that up with Dr Love in that capacity.
	ILAD/BoM
	28/07/06

	49
	129
	Bartlett
	Govt response to Parliamentary Committee Report 'Turning Back the Tide – the invasive species challenge'
	The references version of this very committee did an inquiry and produced a report, which was tabled in the Senate in December 2004. The annual report stated that an advance draft of the government’s response had been prepared. In the document tabled in the Senate at the  end of last year, the government said that consultations were nearing completion. That was on 7 December last year. I was just wondering where the government response is on that.

Mr Slatyer—I will have to take on notice a proper answer to that question. To my knowledge, the response has not yet been tabled.
	LWCD
	28/07/06

	50
	131
	Joyce
	Water usage
	So the New South Wales government is possibly one of the most inefficient users of water in the whole system?

Mr Slatyer—I can take that on notice if you do not know the answer.
	LWCD
	28/07/06

	51
	Written Question on Notice
	Carr
	Coastal zone management
	(a)  Is the National Cooperative Approach to Integrated Coastal Zone Management Framework and  Implementation Plan the national coastal policy promised by the Howard Government in its 2001 election policy?  If not, when will that coastal policy be released?

(b)   Is the National Cooperative Approach to Integrated Coastal Zone Management Framework and Implementation Plan what the Minister for the Environment and Heritage was referring to when he said on 25 July 2005 that “what we need if we’re going to save the coast is a 30-year plan…”  If not, when will that policy be released?

(c)   Will there be dedicated Commonwealth funds to implement the National Approach to Integrated Coastal Zone Management? If so, how much has been allocated? 
	LWCD
	15/08/06

	52
	Written Question on Notice
	Carr
	Water Quality Improvement Plan
	On 1 October 2003, the then Minister for the Environment, David Kemp, announced $2.1 million for the Peel/Harvey System.  I understand that funding was for the preparation of a Water Quality Improvement Plan.  (a)  Has the Plan been finalised?

(b)  How will it be implemented?

(c)   How much funding is required, over what period, to implement the Peel/Harvey Plan and achieve its water quality objectives?

(d)   What is the Government proposing, by way of Commonwealth assistance, to help implement the Peel/Harvey Plan?

(e)  Will there be dedicated funds to support its implementation? 

(f)   What discussions, if any, have you had with the WA Government or local government regarding joint arrangements for the Peel/Harvey Plan implementation?                                                                                                                     (g) Do you intend to discuss joint implementation?

(h)  Will you announce implementation arrangements when you release the final Plan?

(i)   Are you aware the Peel/Harvey System is experiencing annually harmful algal blooms, especially in the tidal reaches of its rivers (including the Serpentine River)?

(j)  Have you taken any additional action to address this problem?
	LWCD
	28/07/06

	53
	Written Question on Notice
	Siewert
	Drainage
	(a)  Have any drainage proposals been funded in Western Australia? If so, can you supply details?

(b)  Are any drainage proposals being considered for funding in Western Australia? If so, can you supply details?

(c)  Are drainage proposals being considered for funding anywhere in Australia?

(d)  If so, which projects?

(e)  How much has been allocated to these projects?

(f)  Who are the proponents?

(g)  Were the projects supported by the relevant Regional NRM Group?

(h)  Were the projects supported by the State Investment Committee and/or Steering Committee?

(i)  What conditions or criteria need to be met before a drainage proposal can be approved?
	NRMPD
	22/08/06

	54
	Written Question on Notice
	Siewert
	UNGA Fisheries Resolution
	The Australian Government supported the 2004 United Nations General Assembly (UNGA) Fisheries Resolution (No 59/25) calling on States to take urgent action to act on a case by case basis to prevent destructive fishing practices in vulnerable areas that have been identified by robust scientific information.

The 2005 resolution reiterated this resolution and urges for accelerated progress. A UN review is currently underway of the actions taken by parties to implement this resolution – submissions were due on 1 May.

(a)  What has been Australia’s response?

(b)  What efforts is Australia taking to do the ‘robust scientific information’ 
	MD
	22/08/06

	55
	Written Question on Notice
	Siewert
	Northern Regional Marine Plan
	Follow up to Question 49 on regional marine planning (Additional Estimates - February 2006)

(a)  Has a completion date for the Northern Regional Marine Plan now been set?

(b)  If so, what is the completion date?
	MD
	07/08/06

	56
	Written Question on Notice
	Siewert
	Regional Marine Planning
	Follow up to Question 50 on Marine Protection Areas (Additional Estimates - February 2006):

 Is it now proposed that marine parks will only be established as part of a regional marine planning process?
	MD
	22/08/06

	57
	Written Question on Notice
	Siewert
	Shark Research
	(a)  How much funding has been allocated in the 2006-2007 financial year for shark research?

(b)  What programs are being funded from this allocation?
	MD
	28/07/06

	58
	Written Question on Notice
	Siewert
	Natural Resource Management
	(a)  Is there a national strategic reserve fund in either NAP or NHT?

(b)  If so, what size is the fund?

(c)  What type of projects are funded?

(d)  How are applications for funding assessed?

(e)  Are there specific assessment criteria? If so, can you supply them?

(f)  Who makes the fund allocation decisions?

(g) Are projects funded that are not supported by the relevant regional NRM Group/s?  

(h) If so, under what conditions would such a project be considered?
	NRMPD
	28/07/06

	59
	54-55
	Allison
	Renewable Energy
	Has any retailer been fined so far for failing to achieve the target of their REC?

Can you name them? (List from media release.)
	ORER
	15/08/06

	60
	57
	Siewert
	Rehabilitation of mining leases on Christmas Island
	Have you reviewed the current areas you are rehabilitating against the criteria? Has anybody audited those against the criteria?

Mr Cochrane—I will have to take that on notice. I suspect we have, but to be sure I answer it correctly I will provide you considered answer on that one.                                                                                                                              You are going to get back to me about whether you have had yours independently audited?

If you have done it, can you provide it please? Then I do not have to ask for it in three months time.   
	PAD
	28/07/06

	61
	58
	Siewert
	Rehabilitation of mining leases on Christmas Island
	 There was another question I asked, too, and I asked Territories—it gets confusing to be working across two committees virtually at the same time—about meeting some of the other criteria which relate to dust and noise. I was told they are a responsibility of our EPA in WA. Would you have spoken to them when you were doing your assessment?

Mr Early—In formal terms, we have not actually started our assessment yet. I know that our staff have been talking to various people about this project for some time, including the proponents. I could take it on notice. I do not know specifically whether there have been particular discussions, but there may well have been.
	AWD
	28/07/06

	62
	Written Question on Notice
	Siewert
	Mining on Christmas Island
	(a) Is the Minister concerned that none of the current areas under rehabilitation by mining company PRL meet rehabilitation completion criteria of restoring Functional Native Vegetation?

(b) Is the Minister concerned that the company acknowledges in its Draft EIS that it is impossible to restore closed canopy evergreen forest in mined areas because of the damage done to the soil during the course of mining?
	AWD
	28/07/06

	63
	98-99
	Carr
	Budget Overview Statement
	I have a few questions. There is a reference in the environmental budget overview statement at paragraph 6. The minister’s foreword states:

Our international focus is also reflected in the Government’s environment aid budget, which now reaches $316 million …

(a)  Can the officers provide me with a breakdown of that $316 million.

(b)  So how much of it is aimed at reducing greenhouse gas emissions?

(c)  Are you in a position to tell us, even in the broadest of terms, where the money is allocated? What are the areas of activity?
	PCD
	28/07/06

	64
	Written Question on Notice
	Ludwig
	Legal Services
	(a) What sum did the department or agency spend during 2005-2006 on external legal services (including private firms, the Australian Government Solicitor and any others). 

(b)  What sum did the department or agency spend on internal legal services. 

(c)   What is the department or agency's projected expenditure on legal services for 2006-2007.
	PCD
	01/09/06

	65
	19
	Allison
	Uranium
	Senator ALLISON—I am sorry; you did not quite answer the question. Is it possible to get a report rather than just a verbal account? Can we have a full list of the incidents over the last two years? 

Mr Hughes—Yes, I believe we could probably provide you with a report of the incidents that have been

reported to us over the last two years, but you would need to be mindful that some of them are very, very

incidental.
	SSD
	17/08/06
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