
ENVIRONMENT PROTEC~ON AM) BIODIVERSITY CONSERVATION ACT 1999 

DECISION TO APPROVE THE TAKING OF AN ACTION 

Pursuant to section 133 of the Environment Protection and Biodiversity 
Conservation Act 1999, I, ROBERT MURRAY HILL, Minister for the 
Environment and Heritage, approve the taking of the following action: 

Building and operating a wind farm (comprising wind turbines, 
underground cables between turbines, electrical substations, control 
rooms and associated buildings, roads, fences and other infrastructure) 
with a capaaty of up to 130 MW on two areas of land shown at 
annexure 2 as Lot 1 and Lot 2 on the Woolnorth property. The action 
also includes building a 50 kilometre IlOkV powerline to connect the 
wind farm to the existing electricity grid at the Smithton substation. 
(EPBC 2000/12) 

by Hydro-Electric Corporation (Hydro Tasmania) subject to the conditions set 
out in annexure 1. 

This approval has effect for: 

sections 18 and 18A of the Environment Protection and Conservation 
Biodiversity Act 1999 

sections 20 and 20A of the Environment Protection and Conservation 
Biodiversity Act 1999 

This approval has effect until 31 August 2051. 

a 
Dated this 1 3 - 3' day of l'&. j - .? 2001 



ANNEXURE l 

1. The Hydro-Electric Corporation must prepare and submit for the 
Minister's approval a plan to repair or mitigate damage to the habitat of 
the Orange-bellied Parrot, away from the site of the action, to protect the 
species. These plans must include measures to create and/or manage 
Orange-bellied Parrot winter habitat for at least two sites. Measures to 
create and/or manage Orange-bellied Parrot winter habitat may include 
stock fencing, stock management, land management agreements, planting 
of native food species, provision of supplementary food aops, pest 
management and planting/protecting roosting sites. Unless the Minister 
agrees otherwise in writing, operation of the turbines must not commence 
until the Minister approves the plan. The plan must be implemented. 

2. The Hydro-Electric Corporation must prepare and submit for the 
Minister's approval a plan to repair or mitigate damage to the habitat of 
the Wedge-tailed Eagle and the Whitebellied Sea Eagle by identifying and 
protecting nesting habitat for up to eight Wedgetailed Eagle breeding 
pairs and five White-bellied Sea Eagle breeding pairs in locations where 
the breeding pair's range will not include Lot 1 and 2. Unless the Minister 
agrees otherwise in writing, operation of the turbines must not commence 
until the Minister approves the plan. The plan must be implemented. 

3. (a) At least one month before construction commences, the Hydro-Electric 
Corporation must prepare and submit for approval by the Minister a plan 
or collection of plans for managing the impacts of the wind farm on listed 
bird species at the site. 

(b) At least one month before construction begins on each of stages 2, 3 
and 4, the Hydro-Electric Corporation must revise the plan(s) referred to 
in (a), and submit the revised plans for approval by the Minister. 

(C) Three years after stage 4 of the project is completed, and every three 
years after that, the Hydro-Electric Corporation must revise the plans 
referred to in (a) and submit the revised plans for approval by the 
Minister. However, the Mis te r  may indicate in writing that a period 
longer than three years shall apply for the purpose of this paragraph. 

(d) The action must be taken in accordance with the plans most recently 
approved by the Minister. If revised plans have been submitted to the 
Minister for approval prior to commencement of stage 2, 3 or 4, the 
Hydro-Electric Corporation must not commence that stage until the 
revised plan has been approved. 

(e) The plan or collection of plans must include: 
(i) monitoring to identify use of the site by listed bird species 

and impacts of the action on this use, and to verify bird 
strike modelling for listed bird species; 



(ii) monitoring to identify impacts of the action on listed bird 
species, particularly the Wedge-tailed Eagle and the White- 
bellied Sea Eagle; 

(iii) vegetation management measures to reduce the 
attractiveness of Lot 1 and 2 for Orange-bellied Parrots and 
attract Orange-bellied Parrots to areas off-site; and 

(iv) monitoring to evaluate the effectiveness of the vegetation 
management measures required by (iii). 

( f )  Revised plans must include a summary of the results of all 
monitoring programs carried out under the plan(s) required by this 
condition. 

(g) If the period between submission of successive revised plans 
exceeds 12 months, a summary of the results of all monitoring 
programs carried out under the plan(s) required by this condition 
must be provided to the Minister every 12 months until the 
subsequent revised plan is submitted. 

4. The Hydro-Electric Corporation must prepare and submit for approval by 
the Minister at least four months prior to commencement of construction 
activities for the power line, a plan for managing the impacts of the powerline 
on listed bird species. The plan must include: 

(a) the results and methodology of a detailed bird survey of the areas 
of land to be disturbed and relevant surrounding areas; 

(b) details of avoidance and mitigation measures implemented in the 
project design to minimise risk of bird collision and electrocution, 
including a site plan; 

(C) ongoing management of vegetation within the power line 
easement to deter the Orange-bellied Parrot. 

5. Wind turbines must be placed at least: 
(a) 150 metres from sea cliffs; 
@) 500 metres from known Wedge-tailed Eagle and White-bellied Sea 

Eagle nest sites; and 
(C) 200 metres from the wetlands marked as A and B in hnexure  2. 

6. This condition applies if Orange-bellied Parrot mortality from collision 
with turbines on Lot 1 and 2 exceeds three birds per migration period in two 
or more migration periods during a two-year period. 

The Hydro-Electric Corporation must notify the Minister as soon as 
practicable. The Hydro-Electric Corporation must prepare and submit for the 
Minister's approval a plan for reducing Orange-bellied Parrot mortalities. 
The plan must be implemented before the next migration period begins. 

Definitions: 



Listed bird species, for the purpose of this approval, means: 
(a) the Orange-bellied Parrot, Neophema ch ysogaster; 
(b) the Wedge-tailed Eagle (Tasmanian subspecies), Aquila audaxjleayi and 

the Whitebellied Sea-Eagle, Halineetus leuwgaster; 
(c) listed migratory waterbirds: 

(1) Ruddy Turnstone, Arenaria interpres; 
(2) Latham's Snipe, Gallinago hardwicke; 
(3) Eastern Curlew, Nurnenius madagascariensis; 
(4) Double-banded Plover, Charadrius bin'ntus; 
(5) Grey Plover, Pluvialis squatarola, 
(6) Pacific Golden Plover, Pluvialisfulva; 
(7) Red-necked Stint, Calidris ru j id i s ;  and 
(8) Curlew Sandpiper, Cnlidrisferruginea. 

Lot 1 is as delieated in Annexure 3. 

Lot 2 is as delineated in Annexure 3. 

Migration period, for the purpose of condition 6, means: 
(a) the autumn migration of the OBP from 1 March to 30 June; or 
(b) the spring migration period for the Orange-bellied Parrot from 

1 September to 30 November. 

the power line means the llOkV power transmission line from Lot 1 and Lot 2 
to the Smithton Electrical Substation. 

Stage 1 means the initial development and operation of a wind farm on Lot 1 
to generate up to lOMW of electricity. 

Stage 2 means the development and operation of a wind farm on Lot 1, 
subsequent to stage 1, to generate up to 70MW of electriaty. a 
Stage 3 means the initial development and operation of a wind farm on Lot 2 
to generate up to 40MW of electricity. 

Stage 4 means the development and operation of a wind farm on Lot 2, 
subsequent to stage 3, to generate up to 70MW of electricity. 







VARIATION OF CONDITIONS OF APPROVAL 
COMMONWEALTH OF AUSTRALIA 

ENVIRONMENT PROTECTION AND BIODIVERSITY CONSERVATION ACT 1999 

Pursuant to section 143 of the Enmronment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 
1999, I ,  MALCOLM ANDREW FORBES, Assistant Secretary of the Environment 
Assessment and Approvals Branch, a delegate of the Minister for the Environment and 
Heritage for the purposes of that section, hereby vary the conditions attached to the 
approval granted on 23 August 2001 for the taking of the following action by the 
Hydro-Electric Corporation: 

Building and operating a wind farm (comprising wind turbines, underground 
cables between turbines, electrical substations, control rooms and associated 
buildings, roads, fences and other infrastructure) with a capacity of up to 
130 MW on two areas of land shown at Annexue 2 as Lot 1 and Lot 2 on the 
Woolnorth property. The action also includes building a 50 kilometre llOkV 
powerline to connect the wind farm to the existing electricity grid at the 
Smithton substation (EPBC 2000/12). 

The variation is: 

Delete sub-paragraph 3(d) of Annexure 1 to the approval and substitute the following: 

3(d) The action must be taken in accordance with the plans most recently approved by 
the Minister. The Hydro Electric Corporation must not commence stage 2 (excluding 
activities referred to in (da)), stage 3 (excluding activities referred to in (db)) or stage 4 
until the relevant revised plan(s) submitted pursuant to @) have been approved by the 
Minister. 

3(db) Geotechnical investigations of the sub-surface geology at turbine locations, 
comprising of: 

(i) Core drilling at 10 sites to approximately 15 metres depth. 
(ii) Auger drilling at 8 sites down to bedrock. 
(iii) Seismic testing at 15 to 20 sites. 
(iv) Dynamic cone penetrometer testing at 6 sites. 

The geotechnical investigations must not clear any native vegetation. 

This variation takes effect on the dav that it is made. 

Dated this l\& day of h& 2005 

MALCOLM ANDREW FORBES 



VARIATION OF CONDITIONS OF APPKOVAL 

COMMONWEALTH OF AUSTRALIA 

ENVIRONMENTPROTECTION AND BZODIVERSITY CONSERVATION ACT1999 

Pursuant to section l43 of the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Consemation Act 
1999, I ,  GERARD PATRICK EARLY, First Assistant Secretary of the Approvals and 
Legislation Division, a delegate of the Minister for the Environment and Heritage, 
hereby vary the conditions attached to the approval granted on 23 August 2001 for the 
taking of the following action by the Hydro-Electric Corporation: 

Building and operating a wind farm (comprising wind turbines, underground 
cables between turbines, electrical substations, control rooms and associated 
buildings, roads, fences and other infrastructure) with a capacity of up to 
130 MW on two areas of land shown at Annexure 2 as Lot 1 and Lot 2 on the 
Woolnorth property. The action also includes building a 50 kilometre llOkV 
powerline to connect the wind farm to the existing electricity grid at the 
Smithton substation (EPBC 2000/12). 

The variation is: 

Delete sub-paragraph 3(d) of Annexure 1 to the approval and substitute the following: 

3(d) The action must be taken in accordance with the plans most recently approved by 
the Minister The Hydro Electric Corporation must not commence stage 2 (excluding 
activities referred to in (da)), stage 3 or stage 4 until the relevant revised plan(s) 
submitted pursuant to (b) have been approved by the Minister. 

3(da) The clearance and burning of vegetation for the road and turbine areas for stage 2 
must be done in accordance with the notice to the Hvdro-Electric Corooration from the 
Director of Environmental Management, Department of Primary Industries, Water and 
the Environment dated 28 October 2002, provided under the permit 10/00 issued by the 
Circular Head Council under section 57(6) of the Land Use p6nning and Approvals  it 
1993. This variation takes effect on the day that it i n  made. 

Dated this // " day of 2002 

&dd A.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
GERARD EARLY 



VARIATION OF CONDITIONS OF APPROVAL 

E N V I R O W N T  PROTE~~ON AND B I O D ~ S I T Y  CONSERVATION ACT 1999 

Pursuant to section 143 of the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation 
Act 1999, I, DAVID WILLIAM BORTHWICK, Secretary of the Department of the 
Environment and Heritage, a delegate of the Minister for the Environment and 
Heritage, hereby vary the conditions attached to the approval granted on 
23 August 2001 and subsequently varied on 3 September 2001,ll November 
2002 and 11 March 2005 for the taking of the following action: 

Building and operating a wind farm (comprising wind turbines, 
underground cables between turbines, electrical substations, control 
rooms and associated buildings, roads, fences and other infrastructure) 
with a capacity of up to 130 MW on two areas of land shown at Annexure 
2 as Lot 1 and Lot 2 on the Woolnorth property. The action also includes 
building a 50 kilometre llOkV powerline to connect the wind farm to the 
existing electricity grid at the Smithton substation (EPBC 2000/12). 

The variation is: 

Delete 'The Hydro-Electric Corporation' as mentioned in paragraphs 1,2, 
3(a)@)(d), 4 and 6 of Annexure 1 to the approval and substitute with 
'Woolnorth Studland Bay Wind Farm Pty Ltd and Woolnorth Bluff Point 
Wind Farm Pty Ltd'. 

Delete paragraph 3(c). 

Insert paragraph 7 to read: 

At least twelve months before decommissioning of any stage of the wind 
farm, Woolnorth Studland Bay Wind Farm Pty Ltd and Woolnorth Bluff 
Point Wind Farm Pty Ltd must submit a decomnissioning plan for approval 
by the Minister that addresses the removal of structures and components 
built in that stage. Decomrnissioning may not commence until the plan is 
approved. The approved plan must be implemented. 

Insert paragraph 8 to read: 

Woolnorth Studland Bay Wind Farm Pty Ltd and Woolnorth Bluff Point 
Wind Farm Pty Ltd may submit for the Minister's approval a revised version 
of any plan approved under paragraphs 1,2,3,4,6 or 7. If the M i s t e r  
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approves such a revised plan, that plan must be implemented in place of the 
plan as originally approved. 

Insert paragraph 9 to read: 

If the Minister believes that it is necessary or desirable for the better 
protection of the listed bird species to do so, the Minister may request 
Woolnorth Studland Bay Wind Farm Pty Ltd and Woolnorth Bluff Point 
Wind Farm Pty Ltd to make specified revisions to a plan or plans approved 
pursuant to paragraphs 1 , 2  3,4,6 or 7 and to submit the revised plan for the 
Minister's approval. Woolnorth Studland Bay Wind Farm Pty Ltd and 
Woolnorth Bluff Point Wind Farm Pty Ltd must comply with any such 
request. If the Minister approves a revised plan pursuant to this condition, 
Woolnorth Studland Bay Wind Farm Pty Ltd and Woolnorth Bluff Point 
Wind Farm Pty Ltd must implement that plan in place of the plan as 
originally approved. 

Dated this 13 d o  'h3 2005 

4 - e Q  
e.................................. 

DAYID WILLLPM BORTHWICK 
SECRETARY 
DEPARTMENT OF THE ENVIRONM6NT AND HERITAGE 
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VARIATION OF CONDITIONS OF APPROVAL 

Pursuant to section 143 of the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conspnmtwn Act 
1999, I, ANTHEA TINNEY, Deputy Secretary, Department of the Environment and 
Heritage, a delegate of the Minister for the Environment and Heritage, hereby vary the 
conditions attached to the approval granted on 23 August 2001 for the taking of the 
following action by the Hydro-Electric Corporation: 

Building and operating a wind farm (comprising wind turbines, underground 
cables between turbines, electrical substations, control rooms and associated 
buildings, roads, fences and other infrastructure) with a capacity of up to 130 
MW on two areas of land shown at annexure 2 as Lot 1 and Lot 2 on the 
Woolnorth property. The action also includes building a 50 kilometre llOkV 
powerline to connect the wind farm to the existing electricity grid at the 
Srnithton substation. (EPBC 2000/12) 

The variation is: 

Delete paragraph 5 of Annexure 1 to the approval, and substitute the following: 

5. Wind turbines must be placed at least: 
(a) 100 metres from sea cliffs; 
(b) 500 metres from known Wedge-tailed Eagle and White-bellied Sea Eagle 

nest sites; and 
(C) 200 metres from the wetlands marked as A and B in Annexure 2. 

Dated this 3-d day of September 2001. 

ANTHEA TINNEY 
f 




