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Outcome 1, Output 1.1, 1.2, 1.3





Question: 210

Topic: Australian Content - Hours 
Written Question on Notice
Senator Conroy asked:

The ABC was allocated $30 million to produce Australian Content in the budget. How many hours of Australian content will this initiative allow the ABC to produce over the next three years?

Answer: 

The number of hours of content generated will depend on issues such as type of project submissions received from the independent production sector, the type of programs commissioned by ABC Television, and the co-financing arrangements that are in place. 

ABC Television is committed to maximising the value of this investment and will work with local and international sources of finance to achieve this. While it is difficult to predict the hours that will be commissioned prior to receiving any project submissions, the ABC would hope to commission between 20 and 30 hours of drama, documentary and children’s programs per annum.

Outcome 1, Output 1.1, 1.2, 1.3





Question: 211

Topic: Australian Content - Genres 
Written Question on Notice
Senator Conroy asked:

As a result of the budget initiative on Australian television content, how many extra hours of Australian content will the ABC be able to produce in the following categories in the next financial year: 

· Documentaries 

· Children’s drama

· Family drama 

· Drama

· Arts 

Answer: 

The ABC is unable to provide a breakdown into categories at this stage. Content will depend on issues such as type of project submissions received, the type of programs commissioned and the co-financing arrangements in place. 

Outcome 1, Output 1.1, 1.2, 1.3





Question: 213

Topic: ABC Base Funding 
Written Question on Notice
Senator Conroy asked:

In the Minister's press release of 9 May 2006 it was stated that the ABC's base funding would increase to $530.8m in 2006-07.

However the ABC annual report 2004/05 pg 54 stated that the ABC's comparative funding for 2005/06 was $625million.

Can the ABC explain the difference between the two measures of funding?

Answer: 

$530.8 million is the indexing base (06/07) from $519.4 million (05/06). The total Outcome 
1 appropriation (05/06) is $625 million, including other non-base funding components such as National Interest Initiatives and Depreciation.

Outcome 1, Output 1.1, 1.2, 1.3





Question: 214

Topic: Regional and Local Programming 
Written Question on Notice
Senator Conroy asked:

Could the ABC please describe the "Regional and Local Programming initiative" referred to in the Minister's media release of 9 May? 

Is this the same programme as the National Interest Initiative?

Answer: 

‘Regional and Local Programming’ is a term used by Government to refer to the National Interest Initiatives.

Outcome 1, Output 1.1, 1.2, 1.3





Question: 215

Topic: New Services - 2
Written Question on Notice
Senator Conroy asked:

The ABC sought $13.5m over the triennium under the heading of "new and innovative services", to service outer metropolitan and regional radio and online services. Will the $13.2m in the budget be applied to the services the ABC requested (outer metropolitan and regional radio and online services)? 

Answer: 

The ABC had requested separate funding for outer metropolitan and regional services, including up front capital investment. Although the additional budget funding for ‘Regional and Local Programming’ is a similar amount to the ABC’s request over the Triennium, the Government linked this additional funding to the existing Regional and Local Programming (National Interest Initiative) program.

Outcome 1, Output 1.1, 1.2, 1.3





Question: 216

Topic: Coverage of Netball 
Written Question on Notice
Senator Conroy asked:

Has the ABC reduced the coverage of netball on the ABC's main channel for the current season? Is yes, why was it decided to move the majority of netball coverage to ABC2? 

What has been the viewer response to this decision? Has the ABC received many complaints on this issue? 

Answer: 

The ABC has changed the coverage of netball on the main channel from two one-hour programs each Saturday to one. Where previously each program contained highlights of one match, the new program contains highlights of every match played in the competition.

There are live broadcasts of at least one match on Friday evenings and, at times, another broadcast on Sunday afternoon on ABC2. These transmissions provide coverage when the matches are being played and when the netball audience is available.

As at 8 June, the ABC had received 36 complaints that the netball was being broadcast live and in full on ABC2 which those viewers thought was unfair to viewers without digital. 

Outcome 1, Output 1.1, 1.2, 1.3





Question: 217

Topic: KPMG Forward Work Plan 
Written Question on Notice
Senator Conroy asked:

I understand that the KPMG report identifies a forward work plan of matters for the ABC? Can the ABC outline the nature of the work plan? Does it specify efficiency measures?

Answer: 

The KPMG Report does not contain a ‘forward work plan’. The Report makes a range of recommendations, including efficiency.

Outcome 1, Output 1.1, 1.2, 1.3





Question: 218

Topic: ABC Licence Agreements 
Written Question on Notice
Senator Conroy asked:

Mr Green told Senate estimates that —

We have a number of licence agreements in really four key market areas: in online delivery in terms of other sites that might use some of our content; the mobile market, where ABC content is licensed to be used, for example, on mobile phones. There is the third category of vendor licensing, where market aggregators who reassign, reformat or reorganise information might access under a licence agreement ABC content, and there is a whole new emerging category in terms of licensing ABC content on trains, for example, video on demand and categories like that."
Can the ABC supply the committee with the number of licence arrangements the ABC has in these 4 key market areas and the names of the parties to this arrangements.

Answer: 

The ABC has the following number of licensing agreements in the four key market areas:

Online – 10 Agreements

Mobile – 7 Agreements

Vendor – 7 Agreements

Emerging – 10 Agreements

Information relating to the parties and contracts is commercially sensitive.

Outcome 1, Output 1.1, 1.2, 1.3





Question: 219

Topic: ABC Enterprises 
Written Question on Notice
Senator Conroy asked:

Could the ABC provide the committee with data on the contribution of ABC Enterprises to the ABC's total income in the years from 1995/96 to 2004/05? Could this information be provided in dollar terms and as a percentage of total income?

Answer: 

Please refer to the table below. 

	Year
	ABC Enterprises

Gross Revenue
	ABC Total Revenue
	Enterprises as %

	 
	$m
	
	$m
	 

	 
	
	
	 
	 

	95–96
	54.0
	
	724.2
	7%

	96–97
	69.3
	
	719.9
	10%

	97–98
	73.2
	
	647.1
	11%

	98–99
	77.0
	
	659.9
	12%

	99–00
	80.7
	
	711.5
	11%

	00–01
	75.6
	
	736.5
	10%

	01–02
	86.3
	
	859.0
	10%

	02–03
	94.2
	
	879.8
	11%

	03–04
	118.3
	
	880.6
	13%

	04–05
	130.8
	
	959.2
	14%


Note: Only ABC Enterprises net revenue is available to support content initiatives.
Outcome 1, Output 1.1, 1.2, 1.3





Question: 220

Topic: ABC Digital Production and Content Management System
Written Question on Notice
Senator Conroy asked:

Has the ABC made any estimate of the cost of the "Digital Production and Content Management System" that it flagged in its triennial funding submission? If yes please provide details?

Was the need for this investment examined by KPMG? Did the ABC bring the matter to the attention of KPMG?

What sort of services will this investment enable the ABC to provide?

Is the ABC aware of whether other broadcasters in Australia or Internationally have implemented the type of system that the ABC has in mind? If yes, please provide details?

Answer: 

No.

The ABC advised KPMG of work currently under way to evaluate digital content management systems. 

As outlined in the Triennial Funding Submission the Digital Production and Content Management System will facilitate the ‘capture once, use many’ paradigm of digital content delivery across multiple platforms, and have the potential to provide nationwide access to Australia’s audio-visual heritage.

The ABC is examining and testing a number of digital content management systems and software being used by other media organisations, both Australian and international, in the process of evaluating the best systems for the ABC’s particular needs.

Outcome 1, Output 1.1, 1.2, 1.3





Question: 221

Topic: ABC Program Rage 
Written Question on Notice
Senator Webber asked:

Can the ABC investigate the possibility of including the title of the song and the name of the artist at the end of each song on the RAGE program? Currently the information is only at the start of each song.

Answer: 

ABC policy is to provide one “super” of a music video clip’s title and artist, so as not to interrupt the flow of the clip and to encourage viewers to continue watching to see what the next video clip will be.

Viewers interested in more information on a video clip can visit the Rage website at www.abc.net.au/rage which lists details of video clips shown on the program. 

ABC Television is currently looking at updating the Rage website in line with the upcoming 20th anniversary of the program, and encourages viewers to visit the website and look at ways that the information and interactivity of the site can be improved.

Outcome 1, Output 1.1, 1.2, 1.3





Question: 222

Topic: KPMG Review 
Written Question on Notice
Senator Siewert asked:

Can you provide the committee with a copy of the KPMG review into the adequacy and efficiency of ABC funding.

Answer: 

The ABC is not able to provide the committee with a copy of the KPMG review. The Government commissioned the KPMG review and it is advice to the Minister.

Outcome 1, Output 1.1, 1.2, 1.3





Question: 224

Topic: Local and Regional 
Written Question on Notice
Senator Siewert asked:

Is the $13.2m over the triennium to be applied to outer metropolitan and regional radio and online services?

Is it rolled into base funding? Or is it for the duration of the triennium only? 

Answer: 

The Government provided the funds as part of Regional and Local Programming – see answer to Question 215.

Outcome 1, Output 1.1, 1.2, 1.3





Question: 225

Topic: ABC Budget - 3 
Written Question on Notice
Senator Siewert asked:

In its Triennial Funding Submission summary the ABC specified the amounts it was requesting for new services ($38.4 per annum) and for rolling into the triennial funding amounts tied to limited periods of time ($54.4m over 3 years).

1 Did the ABC hope that the KPMG review would recommend funding in addition to the ABC's specified funding requests?

2 Would that mean then that the ABC was requesting $179.5m over 3 years and leaving it to the KPMG review to recommend funding additional to that?

Answer: 

1 Yes. 

2 No, the ABC requested $38.4m per annum for new services. The ABC also requested that the findings of the KPMG review inform the Government’s decisions on the adequacy of the ABC’s funding base.

Outcome 1, Output 1.1, 1.2, 1.3





Question: 226

Topic: ABC Drama - 2
Written Question on Notice
Senator Siewert asked:

How much extra drama, documentaries and children's programming would $10m per annum produce? 

Answer: 

The number of hours of content generated will depend on issues such as type of project submissions received from the independent production sector, the type of programs commissioned by ABC Television, and the co-financing arrangements that are in place. 

ABC Television is committed to maximising the value of this investment and will work with local and international sources of finance to achieve this.

Outcome 1, Output 1.1, 1.2, 1.3





Question: 227

Topic: ABC Drama - 3
Written Question on Notice
Senator Siewert asked:

In his media release Chairman Donald McDonald said that "the funding will flow to the independent production sector". Is this in effect outsourcing the production of Australian drama production?

Answer: 

The ABC is not outsourcing Australian drama production. ABC Television has been 
co-producing drama programs with independent producers for more than twenty years. 
The funding provided will enable the ABC to enhance its work with the sector.

Outcome 1, Output 1.1, 1.2, 1.3





Question: 228

Topic: ABC Drama - 4
Written Question on Notice
Senator Siewert asked:

What order of funding would it take for the ABC to be able to do in-house drama productions?

Answer: 

The ABC has successfully co-produced high quality, diverse and innovative Australian drama with the independent production sector for more than twenty years and has no plans to produce in-house drama programs.

Outcome 1, Output 1.1, 1.2, 1.3





Question: 229

Topic: ABC Drama - 5
Written Question on Notice

Senator Siewert asked:

Is the $10m a one-off injection into the specific fund or does it become part of the ABC's base funding? 

Answer:  

Neither. The ABC will receive $10m p.a. each year for three years, for Australian television content production.

Outcome 1, Output 1.1, 1.2, 1.3





Question: 230

Topic: ABC Drama - 6
Written Question on Notice

Senator Siewert asked:

Why did the ABC get only half of what it requested for the production of Australian Television content? 

Answer: 

The ABC welcomed the additional funding it received. The funding will help maintain a strong and vibrant national broadcaster. 

Outcome 1, Output 1.1, 1.2, 1.3





Question: 231

Topic: ABC Drama - 7
Written Question on Notice
Senator Siewert asked:

Isn’t the Government determining the ABC’s priorities by reducing its production scope in this way?

Answer: 

The level of funding does not determine the ABC’s priorities and will not reduce the scope or breadth of programs commissioned by ABC Television. The extra funds for Australian television content will ensure an increase in the level and diversity of locally made drama, documentary and children’s drama programs available to the Australian public.

Outcome 1, Output 1.1, 1.2, 1.3





Question: 232

Topic: Radio Australia 
Written Question on Notice
Senator Siewert asked:

The Triennial Funding Submission summary stated that "the ABC proposed the continuation of existing funding of $3.3m per annum to enhance Radio Australia transmissions to the Asia Pacific region".


Does this proposal form any part of the $88.2m?

When does this existing funding to Radio Australia cease?


How is the government going to assess the impact and outcomes of the $3.3m allocated to Radio Australia?

Answer: 

No, this proposal does not form part of the $88.2 million.

The $3.3 million per annum to enhance Radio Australia transmissions is now part of ABC base funding and is reviewed with triennial funding.

The impact of the allocation to Radio Australia is now part of the ongoing Radio Australia performance in total.

Outcome 1, Output 1.1, 1.2, 1.3





Question: 233

Topic: Labelling 
Written Question on Notice
Senator Ronaldson asked:

Rule 6.14.4 states, “Where labels have been ascribed to an individual or group by a third party, this will be made clear within the broadcast.”

In the November answers to questions on notice you helpfully provided the following example: “What the US government calls a terrorist cell.” The ABC style guide provides another example which is even more relevant: “What the Israeli government calls a terrorist cell.”

Why is it that when various Israeli leaders and spokesmen use terms like terror cell and terrorist organisation, your reporters change it to militants?

Answer: 

Reporters are expected to use their professional judgement in choosing the most appropriate terminology to describe a set of events. It is common practice for reporters to paraphrase statements made in media releases or by official spokespersons. As explained in answer to Question 107 from the February 2006 Estimates, the ABC does not automatically accept or adopt the terminology of any government, nor should it. 

Outcome 1, Output 1.1, 1.2, 1.3





Question: 234

Topic: Statement by Israeli Government 
Written Question on Notice
Senator Ronaldson asked:

Mark Willacy on Radio National News last September: “Israel described it as a work accident involving the home of a militant.”

A.
Is this really how Israel described it?

Ros Childs on the Midday Report last November the 23rd, “Israel says it killed four Hizbollah fighters.”

B.
Is this really how Israel described it?

The transcript from the Israeli government said in amongst four references to “the terrorist organisation Hizbollah”, “We know of four terrorists who were killed.”

C. How do you explain the difference between the Israeli government’s statement and the ABC’s reporting?

D. What action if any was taken to address this difference in contravention of the style guide?

Answer: 

Reporters are expected to use their professional judgement in choosing the most appropriate terminology to describe a set of events. It is common practice for reporters to paraphrase statements made in media releases or by official spokespersons. As explained in answer to Question 107 from the February 2006 Estimates, the ABC does not automatically accept or adopt the terminology of any government, nor should it. 

Outcome 1, Output 1.1, 1.2, 1.3





Question: 235

Topic: 7.30 Report 2 January 
Written Question on Notice
Senator Ronaldson asked:

Maxine McKew on the 7.30 Report on the second of January this year: “The Israeli military has launched a series of attacks in Gaza in what it says is an attempt to stop Palestinian militants from firing rockets into Israeli territories.”

Was that really, to quote, “what Israel says”? 

Answer: 

Reporters are expected to use their professional judgement in choosing the most appropriate terminology to describe a set of events. It is common practice for reporters to paraphrase statements made in media releases or by official spokespersons. As explained in answer to Question 107 from the February 2006 Estimates, the ABC does not automatically accept or adopt the terminology of any government, nor should it. 

Outcome 1, Output 1.1, 1.2, 1.3





Question: 236

Topic: News Report
Written Question on Notice
Senator Ronaldson asked:

The Israeli Ministry of Foreign Affairs website of 2 January 2006 stated: “In the past weeks he headed an Islamic Jihad terror cell responsible for launching numerous projectile rockets at Israel from the northern Gaza strip.” which entirely omits any reference to “militants”.

A) Why did your journalists change the wording of what the Israelis say, and then state that that is what they said?

B) How do you explain the difference between the Israeli government’s statement and the ABC’s reporting?

C) What action if any was taken to address this difference in contravention of the style guide?

Answer: 

Reporters are expected to use their professional judgement in choosing the most appropriate terminology to describe a set of events. It is common practice for reporters to paraphrase statements made in media releases or by official spokespersons. As explained in answer to Question 107 from the February 2006 Estimates, the ABC does not automatically accept or adopt the terminology of any government, nor should it. 

Outcome 1, Output 1.1, 1.2, 1.3





Question: 237

Topic: UN Security Council Resolution 
Written Question on Notice
Senator Ronaldson asked:

At the last hearing, I asked, “Mr Balding, on 23 August Mark Willacy was talking about the West Bank and made the comment in his report that ‘all of the West Bank is regarded under international law as Palestinian territory’. 

The written answer I received was:

The ABC does not accept that UN Security Council Resolution 242 of 22 November 1967 contradicts the assessment made by Mark Willacy. 

UN Security Council Resolution 242 states that the principles for a “just and lasting peace” in the Middle East should include:

(i) Withdrawal of Israel armed forces from territories occupied in the recent conflict;

(ii) Termination of all claims or states of belligerency and respect for and acknowledgement of the sovereignty, territorial integrity and political independence of every State in the area and their right to live in peace within secure and recognized boundaries free from threats or acts of force.

In other words, UN Security Council Resolution 242 is tendered by the ABC as proof of the truth of Mark Willacy’s assertion that all of the West Bank is Palestinian territory under international law. However, in fact Resolution 242 proves Mr Willacy to be incorrect. The resolution only requires Israel to withdraw “from territories”. The withdrawal is not required to be from “all the territories” or even “the territories”. This phrasing in the resolution was intentional, and very specific. The British Ambassador at the time, Lord Caradon, introduced Resolution 242. He later explained, “It would have been wrong to demand that Israel return to its positions of June 4, 1967, because those positions were undesirable and artificial” (Beirut Daily Star, June 12, 1974).

Similarly, the US Ambassador at the time, Arthur Goldberg explained: "The notable omissions — which were not accidental — in regard to withdrawal are the words 'the' or 'all' and 'the June 5, 1967 lines'....the resolution speaks of withdrawal from occupied territories without defining the extent of withdrawal" (speech to AIPAC Policy Conference, May 8, 1973).

Hence under UN Security Council resolution 242, it is still to be finalised by negotiation.

This clearly proves that Mark Willacy’s report was wrong, and the ABC needs to ensure that your reporters cease making this claim.

How do you explain the apparent anti-Israel bias in the reports coming out of the Middle East by ABC reporters?

Answer: 

The ABC did not tender UN Security Council Resolution 242 as “proof” of Mark Willacy’s assessment as claimed in the question. 

Resolution 242 was raised by the Senator, not by the ABC. The ABC believes that resolution 242 neither supports nor contradicts Mark Willacy’s statement. Resolution 242 does not resolve the issue of sovereignty and has various interpretations.

However, the following points are relevant.

It is almost universally accepted that Israel has no claim in law to the West Bank. This is territory occupied by Israel by force of arms and against the wishes of the local population.

The UN Security Council, the High Contracting Parties to the Fourth Geneva Convention, the ICRC and the International Court of Justice, all define the West Bank as “occupied” territory. 

The UN Security Council further refers to the West Bank as “occupied Palestinian territory”.

The ABC acknowledges that there may not be universal agreement on the legal status of the West Bank, but international opinion and convention supports the status of the West Bank as “Palestinian territory”.

Outcome 1, Output 1.1, 1.2, 1.3





Question: 238

Topic: Tony Eastley AM 3 April 
Written Question on Notice
Senator Ronaldson asked:

Tony Eastley on “AM” on April 3, 2006, reported that “A leading human rights group has criticised Israel's military for refusing a Palestinian AIDS patient unrestricted access to treatment inside Israel. The army says it will let the father of seven in, but only if he pays for two armed Israeli security guards to escort him to his medical appointments.” Mark Willacy then reported on the man’s problems.

A) Why did the ABC not provide balance and report that the Palestinians have, in the past, used real or made up medical problems to carry out terrorist attacks in Israel, which may have made Israel’s actions seem less unreasonable?

B)  What lessons about one-sided reporting have the ABC and Mr Willacy learned from the Gaza fishermen story?
Answer: 

A)
The ABC reports events accurately and impartially. It is not the ABC’s job to make one side or the other seem “less unreasonable”.

B)
The ABC agrees that the report should have included some comment or context from the Israeli view to explain why fishing on the beach was so heavily patrolled. 

Outcome 1, Output 1.1, 1.2, 1.3





Question: 239

Topic: May Senate Estimates – Terrorist Organisations
Written Question on Notice
Senator Ronaldson asked:

The Hansard of the May Senate estimates makes it very clear that the ABC made a categorical acknowledgment that Hamas, Hezbollah and Islamic Jihad are terrorist organisations:

Senator RONALDSON—Are you confirming that the ABC views Islamic Jihad as a terrorist organisation?

Mr Cameron—We have described in these examples here—

Senator RONALDSON—Is the answer yes or no? The answer clearly is yes, is it not?

Mr Cameron—The answer is yes.

The ABC has tried to qualify their answer by referring to “we have described in these examples.”

In answers to questions on notice from the February Senate Estimates, the ABC provided the four examples which Mr Cameron referred to, and which they said showed them referring to terrorism or terrorist.

In fact, those examples referred to acts of terrorism, and individual bombers or gunmen as terrorists. None of the examples which they provided referred to “terrorist organisations” or “terror groups”. 

Here are their examples: 

1) (In reference to Hamas) “Its terrorist attacks”

2) “Hamas, which is best known for its terrorist activities” 

3) “Hamas…responsible for ordering terrorist operations” 

4) “terrorist attacks”

Is the ABC now trying to back track from the answers it gave in May Senate Estimates and say to staff and inquiring outside journalists that “it didn’t acknowledge anything categorical at Senate Estimates but rather referred to a specific example.”?

Will the ABC will now refer to Islamic Jihad, Hezbollah and Hamas as “terrorist organisations” or “terror groups”?

Would the ABC supply to the committee a copy of the memo Mr Cameron or someone evidently circulated to staff at the end of May 2006 about this matter. 

Answer: 

As outlined in the ABC’s letter to the Senator of 7 June 2006, ABC journalists make the professional judgement to use terminology such as ‘terrorism’, ‘terror’ and ‘terrorist’ when appropriate. Groups such as Islamic Jihad, Hamas and Hezbollah may be described as terrorist groups when they commit acts of terrorism. This does not mean, however, that they will be referred to as terrorist organisations in every story. Hamas, for example, was democratically elected as the Palestinian Authority government earlier this year.

As Mr John Cameron, Director of News and Current Affairs, explained to the Committee at Senate Estimates (at Hansard page 86):

“… it is case by case, but we would not as a matter of course describe every group involved in terrorism, every time we mention them, as a terrorist group”

And further: 

“The situation changes with the story. We would not always, as I say, per se call every group involved in terrorism a terrorist group every time we mentioned them”.

This is in keeping with News and Current Affairs practice in the past. The preference remains for labelling of groups or individuals to be avoided except where labels provide valuable information or context. 

Mr Cameron drew this to the attention of News and Current Affairs staff in a memo following the Estimates Committee hearings. The memo is referred to in Senator Ronaldson’s letter to the ABC of 1 June 2006, although it is clear that an erroneous account of its content had been provided to the Senator. For the record, the memo states:

The question of whether the ABC "labels" certain groups as terrorist organisations has had another public airing this week.

I'd like to make it clear that our position on this matter of style and usage has not changed in a formal or substantive sense.

Our reports should rely first on facts, and clear descriptions of events, rather than labels that might be seen as too extreme or too soft, depending on a point of view.

But this does not mean we do not describe certain events as acts of terrorism, when they are clearly that - whichever group or organisation is responsible. That is not to say that we label an entire organisation as a "terrorist" organisation in perpetuity, on the basis of acts of terror committed by its members. 

Be careful, and be clear. Strong, thorough reporting usually avoids labels and allows no room for misinterpretation or potential perceptions of bias.

For the record, the relevant section of the ABC's Editorial Policies states:

6.13
Labelling of groups and individuals

6.14.1
As a general rule, the ABC does not label groups or individuals

6.14.2
The ABC prefers clear, thorough reporting rather than the use of labels to   describe groups or individuals.

6.14.3
The overriding objective for the ABC is to report the facts clearly, accurately and impartially to enable our audiences to make their own judgments and form their own conclusions. At times, labels can provide valuable information or context. However, if inappropriately applied, they can also be seen as subjective, over simplistic or as portraying stereotypes.

6.14.4
Where labels have been ascribed to an individual or group by a third party, this will be made clear within the broadcast.

The memo in no way contradicts the evidence given by the ABC at the Estimates Committee hearings. By contrast it reinforces to staff the importance of adhering to the ABC’s Editorial Policies, which are set by the ABC Board.

Outcome 1, Output 1.1, 1.2, 1.3





Question: 240

Topic: Expenditure on Legal Services 
Written Question on Notice
Senator Ludwig asked:

(1) What sum did the department or agency spend during 2005-2006 on external legal services (including private firms, the Australian Government Solicitor and any others).

(2) What sum did the department or agency spend on internal legal services.

(3) What is the department or agency’s projected expenditure on legal services for 2006-2007. 

Answer:
(1) Costs of ABC external legal services for 2005-06 were $2.216 million.
(2) In 2005-06, the ABC spent $2.651 million on internal legal services.

(3) Internal budgets for 2006-07 have not yet been finalised.

Outcome 1, Output 1.1, 1.2, 1.3




Question: 241

Topic: Executive Coaching
Written Question on Notice
Senator Ludwig asked:

The following questions relate to the purchase of executive coaching and/or other leadership training services by the department/agency, broken down for each of the last four financial years.

Where available, please provide:

1. Total spending on these services.

2. The number of employees offered these services and their salary level.

3. The number of employees who have utilised these services and their salary level.

4. The names of all service providers engaged.

5. For each service purchased from a provider listed in the answer to the previous question, please provide:

a. The name and nature of the service purchased.

b. Whether the service is one-on-one or group based.

c. The number of employees who received the service.

d. The total number of hours involved for all employees.

e. The total amount spent on the service.

f. A description of the fees charged (e.g. per hour, complete package).

g. Where a service was provided at any location other than the department or agency's own premises, please provide:

i. The location used

ii. The number of employees who took part on each occasion

iii. The total number of hours involved for all employees who took part.

Answer: 

The ABC runs one centralised leadership program for executive staff. 

The information presented in the tables below relates to this executive leadership program, which has been run for the past three years. ABC staff from locations around the country may have attended ad hoc additional coaching or leadership training courses. This information may not have been captured by the centralised HR training database. Further, this HR database has not been in operation for the time specified by the Senator, and hence the information is incomplete.

A total of 47 employees have utilised the services provided under the centralised executive leadership program in the past three years. They have been drawn from all four Executive Level (EL) Bands plus employees from the Admin/Professional/Program Maker classification and employees from the Retail sector.

The average salary per Classification for those employees who have attended the training is as follows:

EL1

$90,219

EL2

$107,356

EL3&4

$134,634

Retail Sector
$82,353

Admin/Professional/Program Maker
$90,365

The tables below answer the Senator’s question for each year in question. It should be noted that the HR database records individual attendees at each component of the leadership program. 

	ABC Leadership Pilot 2003

	Total spending on these services.
	80,000.00

	The number of employees offered these services and their salary level.
	10

	The number of employees who have utilised these services and their salary level.
	10

Salary level EL1 – EL3 



	The names of all service providers engaged
	1. Australian Graduate School of Management
2. PIMD Pty Ltd

3. EIDA Pty Ltd

4. Lifelong Learning Systems

5. Results through People Pty Ltd

6. Strategic Human resource Consulting Pty Ltd

7. Ithaca Pty Ltd


	a. For each service purchased from a provider listed in the answer to the previous question, please provide: The name and nature of the service purchased.
b. Whether the service is one-on-one or group based.
c. The number of employees who received the service.
d. The total number of hours involved for all employees.

e. The total amount spent on the service.

f. A description of the fees charged (e.g. per hour, complete package).
g. Where a service was provided at any location other than the department or agency's own premises, please provide:

i. The location used
ii. The number of employees who took part on each occasion

iii. The total number of hours involved for all employees who took part.


	1. Provision of residential advanced leader program

2. Workshop facilitation and personal development coaching services

3. Workshop facilitation and personal development coaching services

4. Personal development coaching services

5. Personal development coaching services

6. Personal development coaching services

7. Professional advice for leadership programs and workshop facilitation

1. Group based

2. Group and individual

3. Group and individual

4. Individual

5. Individual

6. Individual

7. Group and individual

1. 10

2. 12

3. 12

4. 3

5. 2

6. 1

7. 10

430

80,000.00

Fees charged for AGSM and other workshops – part of a package. Fees charged for coaching, part of an 11 hour per person discounted package charged at $1975.00

AGSM course was residential and organised by AGSM. 

Location at AGSM Exec Education venue in Vaucluse

10

160


	ABC Leadership Development Program 2004

	Total spending on these services.
	165,000.00

	The number of employees offered these services and their salary level.
	20

	The number of employees who have utilised these services and their salary level.
	20

Salary level EL1 – EL3 



	The names of all service providers engaged
	1. Australian Graduate School of Management
2. PIMD Pty Ltd

3. EIDA Pty Ltd

4. Lifelong Learning Systems

5. Results through People Pty Ltd

6. Strategic Human resource Consulting Pty Ltd

7. Ithaca Pty Ltd

8. Amazing Results Pty Ltd

9. Doctor J Bailey


	h. For each service purchased from a provider listed in the answer to the previous question, please provide: The name and nature of the service purchased.
i. Whether the service is one-on-one or group based.
j. The number of employees who received the service.
k. The total number of hours involved for all employees.

l. The total amount spent on the service.

m. A description of the fees charged (e.g. per hour, complete package).
n. Where a service was provided at any location other than the department or agency's own premises, please provide:
i. The location used
ii. The number of employees who took part on each occasion

iii. The total number of hours involved for all employees who took part.


	1 Provision of residential advanced leader program

2 Workshop facilitation and personal development coaching services

3 Workshop facilitation and personal development coaching services

4 Personal development coaching services

5 Personal development coaching services

6 Personal development coaching services

7 Professional advice for leadership programs and workshop facilitation

8 Personal development coaching services

9 Specialist subject matter coaching

1. Group based

2. Group and individual

3. Group and individual

4. Individual

5. Individual

6. Individual

7. Group and individual

8. Individual

9. Individual

1. 20

2. 24

3. 25

4. 3

5. 7

6. 1

7. 20

8. 1

9. 1

1550

165,000.00

Fees charged for AGSM and other workshops – part of a package. Fees charged for coaching, part of an 11 hour discounted package @ $1975 per package

AGSM course was residential and organised by AGSM. 

Location at AGSM Exec Education venue Vaucluse

20

850

	ABC Leadership Development Program 2005

	Total spending on these services.
	165,000.00

	The number of employees offered these services and their salary level.
	20

	The number of employees who have utilised these services and their salary level.
	20

Salary level EL1 – EL3 



	The names of all service providers engaged
	1. Australian Graduate School of Management
2. PIMD Pty Ltd

3. EIDA Pty Ltd

4. Lifelong Learning Systems

5. Results through People Pty Ltd

6. Strategic Human resource Consulting Pty Ltd

7. Ithaca Pty Ltd

8. R Grieve & Associates Pty Ltd

9. Sargeant Consulting Pty Ltd

10. Knobel Executive Coaching



	o. For each service purchased from a provider listed in the answer to the previous question, please provide: The name and nature of the service purchased.
p. Whether the service is one-on-one or group based.
q. The number of employees who received the service.
r. The total number of hours involved for all employees.

s. The total amount spent on the service.

t. A description of the fees charged (e.g. per hour, complete package).
u. Where a service was provided at any location other than the department or agency's own premises, please provide:
i. The location used
ii. The number of employees who took part on each occasion
iii. The total number of hours involved for all employees who took part.


	1. Provision of residential advanced leader program

2. Workshop facilitation and personal

3. development coaching services

4. Workshop facilitation and personal

5. development coaching services

6. Personal development coaching services

7. Personal development coaching services

8. Personal development coaching services

9. Professional advice for leadership programs and workshop facilitation

10. Personal development coaching services

1. Group based

2. Group and individual

3. Group and individual

4. Individual

5. Individual

6. Individual

7. Group and individual

8. Individual

9. Individual

10. Individual

1. 20

2. 25

3. 24

4. 4

5. 1

6. 2

7. 20

8. 2

9. 1

10. 1

1550

165,000.00

Fees charged for AGSM and other workshops – part of a package. Fees charged for coaching, part of an 11 hour discounted package @ $1975 per package

AGSM course was residential and organised by AGSM. 

Location at AGSM Exec Education venue University of Sydney

20

850


Outcome 1, Output 1.1, 1.2, 1.3





Question: 242

Topic: Political News Reports
Written Question on Notice
Senator Brown asked:

My new questions relate to the original Question No. 35 from Supplementary Estimates Oct/Nov 2005.

Your reply included the information that between 1st January 2004 and 1st November 2005, there were 947 political packages from Parliament House.

1. How many of these were for the 7pm ABC TV News?

2. Of these, how many used a direct quote from a member of parliament. Of that number, how many were from an Australian Greens MP?

Answer: 

1. As stated in the previous answer, all of the packages were in the 7pm TV News.

2.
The ABC no longer has transcripts going back that far.
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