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Question: 284

Topic: Demand Aggregation Brokers Program
Hansard Page: ECITA 118

Senator Lundy asked:

How do you select the brokers under the demand aggregation program?

Answer:

National Broadband Advisers

Selection of Advisers

DCITA, in collaboration with the Department of Education, Science and Technology (DEST) and the Department of Health and Ageing (DOHA), advertised for the positions of National Broadband Advisers for the health and education sectors in mid 2003. Short listed applicants were interviewed in January 2004. DCITA and DEST announced the appointment of Peter Nissen as the National Education Adviser in March 2004. A suitable Health Adviser was not found through this process and a specialist recruitment company, Hansen and Searson Executive Search, conducted a subsequent recruitment process for the National Health Adviser. DCITA and DOHA announced the appointment of Dr John Youngman as the National Health Adviser in December 2004. 
Advisers are appointed for a period of one year with an option of renewal of their contract.

State Based Demand Aggregation Brokers

Selection of Brokers

The relevant agency in each state government advertised for a State Based Demand Aggregation Broker and undertook interviews around late 2004 as part of a competitive selection process. DCITA acted as an observer at the interviews and assisted the agencies to review applications for the broker roles.

Community Based Broadband Demand Aggregation Brokers – Rounds 1 and 2

Selection of Projects

As set out in the program guidelines, DCITA case officers assessed each demand aggregation broker proposal against the selection criteria in order to identify successful grant recipients. Advice on proposals was sought from state government representatives and independent business, technical, legal and probity advisers. Other Australian Government departments were also consulted, where appropriate, for their subject matter expertise.

Selection of Brokers

Each community based broker was then selected by the relevant grant recipient. The recipient often advertised for the broker position on a competitive basis. In some instances, the grant recipient engaged an individual with whom they already had a working relationship on these matters.
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Question: 285

Topic: Coordinated Communications Infrastructure Fund
Hansard Page: ECITA 123

Senator Lundy asked:

“So whose asset does the infrastructure become? Can you take on notice and indicate who the legal owner of the infrastructure that has been built under all of the CCIF projects is. And the ownership and management, liabilities, all of the issues of that infrastructure. Because we do not know what the answer is, I am particularly interested if that asset become the property of the carriers that build it and what the return to the taxpayer, if you like, or the government is from helping those commercial entities create new assets on the public purse.”

Answer: 

Assets created under round one projects of the Coordinated Communications Infrastructure Fund have the following owners:

	CCIF round one funding recipients
	Asset owner

	Charles Darwin University
	Charles Darwin University

	Loddon Mallee Health Alliance
	Telstra

	District Council of Yorke Peninsula 
	District Council of Yorke Peninsula until 24 April 2008 then Agile Pty Ltd

	WA Department of Industry and Resources
	Carrier (not yet determined)

	Queensland Health ( State Government) 
	Telstra owns the core assets and Queensland Government owns premise based infrastructure 

	NSW Department of Commerce
	NSW Government 

	State Government of Tasmania
	State Government of Tasmania


Where the assets are owned by a carrier, the relevant Commonwealth funding agreement requires that the assets must be used to provide the nominated services for a specific minimum period. This period is set to correspond with the telecommunications service contract entered into by the health, education and other agencies using the infrastructure, and in all cases is for at least three years. This arrangement ensures service delivery to the nominated health facilities, schools and the wider community.
Agreements are currently being negotiated with the six second round recipients and the asset owners for these projects are therefore not yet determined. 

- 1 -

- 1 -

