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Since  t h e  ABC began in t h e  1 9 3 0 s ,  it 
h a s  been a suppor t e r  of the  a r t s  in 
Austraiia a n d  a key  s o u r c e  of cultural  
contenl, for Australian aud iences .  For  
m a n y  in r emote  a n d  regional a r e a s ,  it 
h a s  been the  pr imary or  only  source .  

T h e  ABC C h a r t e r  r e q u i r e s  t h e  
Corporation t o  "ericourage t h e  performing 
a r t s  in Auslralia" ( s . 6 ( l ) ( c )  of  t h e  ARC 
Act) a n d  to broadcas t  p rograms  tha t  
"reflect  t h e  cul tura l  d ivers i ty  of t h e  
Australian communi ty"  ( s , 6 ( l ) ( a ) ( i ) ) .  
T h e  Corporation ABC h a s  consis tent ly  
in t e rp re ted  t h e s e  r e spons ib i i i t i e s  a s  
extending to t h e  a r t s  in t h e  b roades t  
s e n s e  a n d  a tways  suppor t ed  t h e  a r t s  
m o r e  generally.  In recent  years ,  it h a s  
r e sponded  t o  the  e m e r g e n c e  of new a r t  
Forms, such a s  digital media and changing 
aud ience  expecta t ions .  

A r t s  o n  ABC Radio 

Radio is the  pr imary b roadcas t  med ium 
by which the  Corporation p resen t s  and 
s u p p o r t s  m u s i c a l  p e r f o r m a n c e  a n d  
compos i t ion .  ABC R a d i o ' s  t h r e e  
m u s i c - b a s e d  networks - Triple J ,  DIG 
a n d  ABC Class ic  FM - s p a n  classicai  
a n d  con tempora ry  music.  More than 
4 0 %  of t h e  mus ic  o n  Triple J a n d  DIG i s  
Austraiian.  

In 2 0 0 4 ,  Triple J is adop t ing  a new 
a p p r o a c h  t o  a r t s  p r o g r a m m i n g  t h a t  
in tegra tes  con tempora ry  a n d  youth  a r t s  
cove rage  into i t s  dayt ime programming.  

ABC C l a s s i c  FM is a l s o  a d o p t i n g  a 
d i f f e ren t  approach  t o  new mus ic  and 
wili now have  it mixed with t h e  genera l  
s chedu le .  ABC Class ic  FM will f ea tu re  
concer t  broadcas ts  - live, where possible 
- each  weeknight a t   PM and a daily 
i a t e -even ing  p r o g r a m  p r e s e n t e d  by 
Juiian Day which s h o w c a s e s  new mus ic  
- inciudirig e iec t ronic ,  improvised and 
o t h e r  works  - prominen t ly  fea tur ing 
Australian ar t i s t s .  The  network h a s  a iso  
appo in ted  a New Music Curator  t o  l iaise 
with the Austraiian composition community 
t o  find, record a n d  s c h e d u l e  Australian 
composit ion a n d  new mus ic  f rom within 
Australia a n d  overseas .  

Radio National offers a wide r ange  of  
specialist  a r t s  a n d  cultural programming,  
r epor t age  a n d  analysis.  T h e s e  m a k e  u p  

more than 30% of t h e  network's schedule  
and include the  genera i  a r t s  program 
S u n d a y  M o r n i n g ,  s p e c i a i i s t  m u s i c  
p rograms  ( T h e  Deep End, The Planet, 
Music Deli, The M ~ f s i c  S h o w ,  Singers  o f  
Renown,  Story  of  Pop, Liue on Stage ,  
The Night  Air,  S o u n d  Qi ia l i fy  a n d  
Nocturne),  t h e  radio  d r a m a  p rogram 
Airpiay,  i i terature programs (Australia 
Talks Books, The Book Reading,  S h o r t  
Story,  Book Taik, Books and Writer-s a n d  
PoeticA), the  Indigenous a r t s  and cuiture 
p rogram Awaye!, documenta r i e s  a n d  
features (Kadio  Ege and S u n d a y  Nighl 
Radio National) a n d  profiles of art ists  
and performers  ( T h e  Makers).  

ABC Locai Radio is also  commit ted  t o  
suppor t ing t h e  a r t s ,  with a part icular 
e m p h a s i s  on local a r t s  i ssues ,  even t s  
a n d  performers.  Its cove rage  includes  
gallery exhibit ions,  t hea t r e  a n d  c inema  
reviews, live pe r fo rmance  by poe t s  a n d  
musicians,  a n d  dedicated  national  a n d  
a r t s  p rograms  such  a s  S a t u r d a y  Nighl 
Count!-g a n d  Lights, Camera, Action! and 
s ta tewide  p rograms  such a s  Victoria's 
The S u n d a y  Shoiu a n d  t h e  Northern 
Territory's The Louur-ed Lounge. 

in 2 0 0 1 ,  ABC Radio used 
C o m m o n w e a l t h  G o v e r n m e n t  National 
Interest Initiative funding to estabiish a 
Regional Production Fund that commissions 
innovative and originai radio programming 
produced by people  living in regional 
Australia. T h e  RPF h a s  commiss ioned 
a lmost  150  projects,  approximate ly  40% 
of which were ar ts - re ia ted ,  including 
works in t h e  a r e a s  of writing, music ,  
drama a n d  poetry. 

A r t s  o n  ABC Television 

ABC Television is Australia 's  leading 
t e l e v i s i o n  a r t s  b r o a d c a s t e r ,  wi th  
p r o g r a m m i n g  t h a t  e n c o m p a s s e s  
p e r f o r m a n c e ,  documentary ,  review and 
anaiys is .  ABC Television News a n d  
Current Affairs also employs a dedicated 
a r t s  correspondent .  

The  2 0 0 4  Teievision scheduie  m a k e s  
a r t s  a n d  cultural con ten t  access ib le  to 
both general  a n d  specia i i s t  audiences .  
Ar t s  p rogramming  will b e  d iv ided 
between evening slots and the three-hour, 
magaz ine - fo rmat  o m n i b u s  S u n d a y  
Afternoon. 
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In 2 0 0 4 ,  S u n d a y  A f l e r n o o n  h a s  r e c e i v e d  a 
t h r e e - f o i d  inc rease  in its r e sources  t o  enable  ar ts  
stories t o  b e  sourced from more locations throughout 
Australia a n d  to allow g r e a t e r  engagement  with 
locai con tempora ry  ar ts .  The  show features  "In 
Conversation" s e g m e n t s  a n d  m a n y  more  Locaiiy 
m a d e  s tor ies  over  t h e  c o u r s e  of t h e  year. S u n d a y  
After r ioor~ wiii a i s o  p r e s e n t  s e a s o n s  o f  t h e m e d  
p r o g r a m m i n g  a n d  will cont inue  t o  fea ture  its regular 
s e g m e n t  Words. 

Ar ts  t a lks  program CI-iticai Mass  is b roadcas t  each 
S u n d a y  night a n d  repea ted  foliowing Words each 
S u n d a y  a f t e rnoon .  It f ea tu res  g u e s t s  examining 
c o n t e m p o r a r y  exhibit ions,  t hea t r e ,  literature, d a n c e  
a n d  film. 

A number of new prime time arts a n d  cuiturai programs 
h a v e  a l s o  b e e n  schedu led  for 2 0 0 4 - 0 5 .  Austraiians 
wili be  invited to nomina te  their favourite books ,  in 
a c ross  med ia  initiative tha t  wiil explore ,  encourage  
a n d  ce leb ra te  l i terature a n d  reading a s  a n  activity; 
a n d  a new des ign  ser ies .  The New Inventors wiil 
ope ra te  in t h e  junction where  a r t  m e e t s  sc i ence  

ABC Teievision will a i so  sc reen  a number  of new 
Aus t ra i i an  a r t s  d o c u m e n t a r i e s  from s o m e  of 
Australia 's  ieading documenta ry  makers .  

A r t s  on ABC Onl ine  

Through its a r t s  a n d  cui ture  gateway, The Space ,  
ABC Onl ine  provides  a c c e s s  t o  a wealth of online 
a r t s  con ten t ,  including material  o n  film, music ,  
books ,  pe r fo rmance ,  digitai a r t s ,  visuai a r t s ,  design,  
regional a r t s  a n d  a r t s  con ten t  fo r  children,  a s  well 
a s  d iscuss ion i o r u m s  a n d  a r t s  news.  This  includes 
original oniine con ten t  a n d  c ross -med ia  content  
p roduced  with Radio a n d  TV programs.  

The  ABC's children's a r t s  s i te  Spialt currently contains 
over  n ine  hundred  p a g e s  of  c o n t e n t  a n d  cont inues  t o  
grow. 

ABC New Media a n d  Digital Se rv ices  is a n  active 
coi labora ior  with t h e  local  independent  production 
sector ,  through projec ts  s u c h  a s  Game  On, Four  
Minu te  Wonders,  t h e  AFC-ABC Broadband  
Production Initiative a n d  a number  of cross-media  
d r a m a  p r o j e c t s .  T h e  ABC w a s  r e c e n t l y  v e r y  
s u c c e s s f u l  a t  t h e  2 0 0 4  AiMlA awards .  Severa i  ar ts  
a n d  cuiturai projec ts  were finaiists o r  award winners; 
m a n y  of  t h e s e  w e r e  c o - p r o d u c t i o n s  with t h e  
independen t  sector.  

A r t s  and ABC E n t e r p r i s e s  

T h e  Enterpr ises  Division actively par t ic ipates  In the  
d e v e i o p m e n t  of Aust ra l ia ' s  cul tura l  indust r ies  
through t h e  crea t ion a n d  distribution of consumer  
products  related to t h e  ABC's broadcas t ing and 
oniine output,  a n d  the performances of the  Sta te-based 
s y m p h o n y  orches t ras .  

Suppor t ing  Cultural  Fes t ivals  

ABC Radio networks provide extensive coverage  of 
major a r t s  a n d  cultural fest ivals a round  t h e  country.  
ABC Classic FM a n d  Radio Nationai cover  e a c h  of 
t h e  major capital  city a r t s  festivals, a s  weii a s  a 
number  of  smaller  regional festivals. 

Local Radio activeiy suppor t s  a r t s  fest ivals a n d  
events  across  Australia, including t h e  Adelaide,  
Melbourne, Sydney and Perth Festivals, art  exhibitions 
a n d  regional fest ivals s u c h  a s  ABC Capricornia 's  
Ar ts  in t h e  Park, t h e  Tarnworth Country Music 
Festivals and t h e  Port Fairy Folk Festival .  Triple J 
a n d  Dig c o v e r  a wide  r a n g e  of m u s i c  i e s i iva i s  
t a rge ted  t o  their  respective audiences .  

The  ABC Television S u n d a y  Afternoon program 
showcased t h e  bes t  of the  2 0 0 4  Adelaide Festival of 
t h e  Arts.  

Communi ty  Consul ta t ion  

The Corporation connec t s  with a r t s  and cultural 
communi t ies  in a number  of  ways,  including direct  
re ia t ionships  between p r o g r a m - m a k e r s  a n d  a r t s  
practi t ioners,  a n d  through i ts  Arts Development 
Advisory Group. 

The  Arts Development Advisory Group is m a d e  up 
of representa t ives  from a c r o s s  t h e  Austraiian a r t s  
sector a n d  senior ABC staff involved in the deveiopment 
and production of a r t s  programming.  Its role is to 
"inform, advise and guide  i ts  a r t s  programming a n d  
content ,  and provide a condui t  for t h e  views of the  
community." 

A B C  F a c t  S h e e t  
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