Senate Environment, Communications, Information Technology & the Arts Legislation Committee
ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS ON NOTICE
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Outcome 1,





Question: 29

Output 1.3: Coasts and Oceans

Division: National Oceans Office

Topic: Regional Marine Planning priorities for other plans
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Senator CARR asked:

Can you take the following question on notice: can you give me an indication of the priorities [that] have been [set] for the completion of the remaining nine plans and the time periods for the completion of those plans?

Answer:

Australia’s Oceans Policy recognises that to achieve the objective of integrated oceans management, regional marine plans will need to be completed for Australia’s entire marine jurisdiction. The area of 16 million square kilometres will be covered by up to nine regional marine plans. 

Based on experience with the first plan for the South-east Marine Region, each plan will take 2 to 3 years to complete with a current capacity to undertake two planning process at any one time.  No decision has yet been taken on the schedule for regional marine planing beyond the Northern Regional Marine Plan.  

The review of the implementation of Australia’s Oceans Policy, to be conducted this year, will investigate efficiencies in the planning process.  The outcomes of the review will provide a basis for determining the forward agenda for completing regional marine plans for the remainder of Australia’s marine jurisdiction.  
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