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FURTHER INFORMATION – Civil Maritime Surveillance and Response
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Hansard Page 425

Senator CARR—Thank you, that is terrific. You are saving me a lot of trouble. Thank you very much. I am just wondering why it is that the Customs expenditure has been included in this year’s environment budget statement?

Mr Beale—It has been included in a number of environment budget statements, going back to 2000-01. It is because we coordinate this statement, Senator, and Customs provides a range of barrier services that are of significant importance to the protection of our environment. They do that under a memorandum of understanding with the department. They did not report the amount last year, so it was not included in last year’s EBS, but in this year’s EBS we give the figures for both last year and this year, and it was in the document prior to 2000-01 as well.

Senator CARR—So it is not in last year’s statement; it is in the year before. What about the year before that?

Mr Beale—I do not believe that it was.

Mr Butterworth—We have not been preparing that table before that time.

Mr Beale—This is relatively new.

Senator CARR—I would not find it in the year before that either then?

Mr Beale—No.
Further Information

‘Civil Maritime Surveillance and Response’ has been included in the Minister for Environment and Heritage’s Environment Budget Statement each year since the 1999‑00 Budget publication, although figures were not available in some years.  Details of the inclusions are:

1999-00 reported as ‘Australian Customs Service Coastwatch’, pages 164 and 180:

1998-99
1999-00
2000-01
2001-02
2002-03

na
na
na
na
na

2000-01 reported as ‘Coastal and Offshore Surveillance and Response’, pages 101 and 111:

1999-00
2000-01
2001-02
2002-03
2003-04

$153.2m
na
na
na
na

2001-02 reported as ‘Civil Maritime Surveillance and Response’, page 67:

2000-01
2001-02
2002-03
2003-04
2004-05

na
na
na
na
na

2002-03 reported as ‘Civil Maritime Surveillance and Response’, page 63:

2001-02
2002-03
2003-04
2004-05
2005-06

$205.8m
243.5m
na
na
na

FURTHER INFORMATION – Portfolio Expenditure
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Senator CARR—Let me just go through it again for you. In 1999-2000, you had a budget claim of $839.4 million but only spent $769.7 million. In the same period of 2000-01, you had a claim of $103.7 million but only spent $102 million. Again, if we go through this in 2001-02, the claim was for $1.668 billion but you only spent $934.8 million. There is a reduction in every year of projected expenditure against actual expenditure. Can you explain to me why it is that—year in, year out—if we look at this model across the last three years, the department has actually failed to spend the total budgeted amount allocated to it? For three successive years!

Mr Beale—Most of the underexpenditure has related to the Natural Heritage Trust.
Further Information

The budget and outcome reported in the Minister for Environment and Heritage’s Environment Budget Statements for the three five years are:


1999-00
2000-01
2001-02


$m
$m
$m

Budget
839.4
1003.7
1066.8

Outcome
769.7
882.1
934.8

Noting that a corrigenda to the 1999-00 publication was issued for the 1998-99 outcome and 1999-00 budget.

Underspending in the last three years has been mainly from the Natural Heritage Trust, in 1999-00 and 2000-01, and climate change initiatives in the Measures for A Better Environment Package, in 2000-01 and 2001-02.
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