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Legislation Committee

ANSWERS TO ESTIMATES QUESTIONS ON NOTICE 

Communications, Information Technology and the Arts



Screensound Australia
Estimates Hearings the 27th, 28th and 29th of May 2002

Outcome 1, Output 4.2 ScreenSound Australia
Question: 217

Topic: Foreign Visitors to ScreenSound’s Sights + Sounds exhibition

Hansard Page ECITA 284

Senator Lundy asked: 

How many (people who have attended the Sights + Sounds of a Nation exhibition) have been from overseas?
Answer:  

During the 2001/2002 financial year ScreenSound Australia’s exhibition has been visited by several overseas business and cultural delegations. Also there have been three booked groups of overseas students ie: 60 undergraduates of Politics/Law and International Relations/History from the United States; ten university students from various overseas countries; and 32 ANUTECH Korean students. 

ScreenSound does not gather data relating to the residence of independent (ie not booked group) visitors.

An evaluation of Sights + Sounds of a Nation held in April 2001 sampled 102 on-site visitors who were chosen to represent a ‘snapshot’ of visitors to the exhibition. The interviewing schedule covered different times of the day and days of the week. Of the 102 visitors surveyed, 86% of visitors were born in Australia, 9% of visitors were born overseas in an English speaking country and 5% of visitors were born overseas in non-English speaking countries. 

Outcome 1, Output 4.2 ScreenSound Australia
Question: 218

Topic: Proportion of visitors to ScreenSound from public and private schools

Hansard Page ECITA 285

Senator Lundy asked:

Do you know what proportion of those are public schools and private schools?

Answer: 

Of the 661 school groups (36,269 students) that attended ScreenSound Australia presentations during 2001/02, 67% (24,460 students) were from public schools and 33% (11,809 students) were from private schools. 

Outcome 1, Output 4.2 ScreenSound Australia
Question: 219

Topic: Graph of ScreenSound’s visitors

Hansard Page ECITA 286

Senator Lundy asked: 

Can you provide us with a graph showing visitor numbers over whatever time they have been recorded and noting any significant changes – knowing that there has been significant refurbishment in the past, just where that occurs on the graph?

Answer:
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The above graph indicates a steady increase in visitors to ScreenSound Australia since 1999/2000. This rise can be attributed primarily to the opening of a new gallery and major exhibition Sights + Sounds of a Nation in February 2001 and an increase in profile raising and screening activities. 

Other significant activities which that have impacted on visitor numbers include:
· 1995/1996, Magnum Exhibition and associated programs 
· 1996/1997, Special Effects Exhibition 
· 1997/1998, Wind back of exhibitions pending major construction project at headquarters

· 1998/1999, Major construction project and very limited exhibitions work

· 1999/2000, no major exhibition
· 2000/2001, Sights + Sounds of a Nation exhibition opened
· 2001 calendar year – Centenary of Federation, best attendances 
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