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Outcome 1, Output 1.1
Question: 195

Topic:   Book Fairs

Hansard Page:  252

Senator Forshaw asked:

Can you tell me what the intent of this particular round of funding was for in respect of those two particular book fairs?
Answer: 

Following a recommendation from the Australian Publishers’ Association, and to address issues raised by applicants and industry organisations, the funding cycle for the Literature International Market Development Program was moved from a calendar year to a financial year cycle. This was done in order to maximise the market development outcomes of the Program, and to allow a longer lead time for successful applicants to prepare for their participation in key overseas book fairs.

As the previous funding round ended on 31 December 2001, and the next funding round was not due to begin until the new financial year (i.e. 1 July 2002), the Council identified the key international book fairs that fell into this interim period (1 January 2002 to 30 June 2002) and held two funding rounds during the 2002 calendar year.

Outcome 1, Output 1.1   Australia Council
Question:  196

Topic:  noise Executive Producer position

Hansard Page255

Senator Lundy asked:

Can you advise me what process was undertaken for the selection of Brandon Saul each year?  Do you go through a competitive tendering process, or is it more of a preselected, pre-qualified exercise? 
Answer:

The Executive Producer for LOUD (1998) and noise (2001) was selected to undertake development, delivery and evaluation. Given that the project has not been an annual event, the recruitment process was conducted on a per-project or per-event basis.

LOUD (1998) was held in January 1998 and major development occurred from April 1996 to December 1997.

The selection process for the LOUD (1998) Executive Producer position is outlined below:

1. The Australia Council was invited by the Commonwealth Government to oversee the development, delivery and evaluation of a national youth arts and cultural festival. It was proposed that this largely be media and technology-based.

2. From 180 invited expressions of interest, the Australia Council formed a committee of nine young people to assist the Council in developing the event.

3. The Council, in mid-1994, advertised for applications for the position of Festival Director.

4. Thirty-eight applications were received.

5. Following an unsuccessful round of interviews of six short-listed candidates for the Festival Director position, the Australia Council engaged consultants Morgan and Banks to recruit an Executive Producer, following a decision to adopt that title.

6. The Executive Producer position was advertised nationally on 20 May 1995 in conjunction with the consultants conducting a targeted search covering more than forty potential candidates.

7. Preliminary assessments and interviews of nineteen prospective candidates were conducted through Morgan and Banks in association with the Australia Council; none of these possible candidates were considered suitable.

8. Following further Morgan and Banks searches two further candidates were shortlisted for consideration and interview; one of whom was Brandon Saul.

9. The shortlisted candidates were asked to prepare written proposals addressing 

their approach to developing and managing the festival in addition to      applications for the position.

10.
Brandon Saul was selected as the preferred candidate for LOUD (1998) and was appointed Executive Producer from April 1996.

noise (originally known as ‘LOUDER’) was held in October 2001 and the development of the festival occurred from February 2000 to September 2001.

The Executive Producer selection process for noise (2001) is outlined below:

1. The Council placed an advertisement in The Weekend Australian on 17 July 1999 calling for proposals for the position of Executive Producer.

2. Nine proposals were received in response to this advertisement.

3. An Assessment Panel comprising five appropriately experienced Council staff and a Council member read and scored the proposals against specific selection criteria.

4. Subsequently, from the nine proposals received, six were selected for an interview conducted on Monday 27 September 1999 by an Interview Panel comprising two appropriately experienced senior Council staff and a Council member.

5. Two applicants were invited back for an extensive second interview on Thursday 29 September.

6. After thorough discussion and very careful consideration the Interview Panel agreed and recommended Brandon Saul as the preferred candidate. Please note that in the first round of assessment undertaken by the assessment group Saul received the highest score of all proposals. Also, the Interview Panel was very impressed by Saul at both interviews, in particular, his experience in negotiating and securing high level partnerships and sponsorships was unsurpassed by any other applicant.
Outcome 1, Output 1.1
Question:  197

Topic:  noise
Hansard Page:  255
Senator Lundy asked:

Would you also identify what your process will be for the forthcoming financial year?  I am presuming it will be the same?  Have you ever had expressions by others of interest in running that festival?
Answer:

In accordance with provisions contained in the Council’s guidelines concerning the appointment of consultants, Brandon Saul, operating as Reamont Pty Ltd, was appointed Executive Producer of noise (2003) without the Council undertaking a tendering process. This appointment was made on the basis that Mr Saul was appointed Executive Producer of LOUD (1998) and noise (2001) on the basis of lengthy, detailed and very rigorous selection processes and with respect to the following factors:

1. The overwhelming success of noise (2001) and LOUD (1998).

2. The strong relationships and corporate knowledge that Brandon Saul has developed through managing noise (2001) and LOUD (1998).

3. Economies of scale with respect to the investment in infrastructure for noise (2003) [eg human resources, office space and equipment etc which would be costly to replicate if the start of the planning and development process were to be undertaken from scratch].

For LOUD (1998) and noise (2001), the Council received several Expressions of Interest in the position of Executive Producer of the festival. This is covered in the response to previous questions.

As indicated above, no expressions of interest were sought from, or interest otherwise expressed by, other parties in running noise (2003).

Outcome 1, Output 1.1  Australia Council
Question:  198

Topic:  noise 
Hansard Page: 255
Senator Lundy asked:

Would you also identify any formal expressions you have had from other people or companies interested in running the festival?

Answer:

As indicated in the reply to Question 196, these expressions of interest were as follows:

.
for LOUD (1998):

· 38 applications in response to a national advertisement

· 21 other candidates identified by Morgan and Banks.

.

for noise (2001):

· nine proposals in response to a national advertisement.

.

for noise (2003):



-
none sought.

Outcome 1, Output 1.1
Question:  199

Topic:  Book Fairs

Hansard Page: 256

Senator Forshaw asked:

I want to know how many applications there were that relate to attendance at either of these two book fairs that we are talking about?

Answer:

Interim Funding Round (1 January 2002 and 30 June 2002)
Book Expo America 2002 (New York):         Five applications

Bologna Children’s Book Fair 2002:             Three applications

Main Funding Round (1 July 2002 to 30 June 2003)
Book Expo America 2003 (Los Angeles):      Four applications

Bologna Children’s Book Fair 2003:             Eight applications.

Outcome 1, Output 1.1  Australia Council
Question:  201

Topic:  Book Fairs

Hansard Page: 257
Senator Forshaw asked:

I would like the details of how this was advertised and who was contacted or written to, presumably to invite them to submit applications?
Answer:

Invitations to submit applications for both funding rounds were sent to a database of applicants from previous years, publishers and literary agents listed in the Australian Publisher’s Association Directory of Members. Information about the program was included in the Australian Bookseller & Publisher's Weekly Book Newsletter.
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