Senate Environment, Communications, Information Technology & the Arts Legislation Committee
ANSWERS TO ESTIMATES QUESTIONS ON NOTICE

Communications, Information Technology and the Arts

Department of Communications, Information Technology and the Arts

Estimates Hearings the 27th, 28th and 29th of May 2002


Outcome 1, Output 1.1, 1.2, 1.3




Question: 175

Topic: Staffing Levels

Hansard Page ECITA 246
Senator Lundy asked:

Are you in a position to tell me within the net effect how many positions have moved out and how many have moved in?

Answer:

Under the Administrative Arrangements Orders 4 staff moved from the Department of Communications, Information Technology and the Arts to the Department of 

Environment and Heritage and 7 staff moved from the Department of Industry,

Science and Resources to the Department of Communications, Information Technology and the Arts. In addition, with the completion of the Centenary of Federation, 15 staff either left the Department or the Arts and Sport Division. This is a net reduction of 12 staff.

Outcome 1, Output 1.1 





Question: 176

Topic: Federation Community Projects Program

Hansard Page ECITA 247

Senator Lundy asked the Minister for the Arts and Sport to provide details of any of the federation community fund projects that had not been started by the end of 2001 and the details of the electorates in which those projects are located.

Answer:

At the end of 2001 there were 8 Federation Community Projects that had not started:

The Maroondah City Council received funding of $25,000 in the electorate of Casey as a contribution towards the purchase of environmentally significant land held in private ownership.

The Rotary Club of Waverley received funding of $42,459 in the electorate of Chisholm as a contribution towards the Monash Children’s Traffic School.

The Bermagui Surf Life Saving Club received funding of $20,000 in the electorate of Eden-Monaro as a contribution towards the construction of a surf life saving club at Dickinson Park, Bermagui.

The Shoalhaven City Council received funding of $38,152 in the electorate of Gilmore towards construction of a youth administration block.

Native Fish Australia (Vic) received funding of $40,490 in the electorate of Jagajaga to assist in the relocation of an existing hatchery to an annex of the proposed Latrobe University Education Resource Centre and Wildlife Centre.

The Prince of Wales Hospital received funding of $33,750 in the electorate of Kingsford-Smith to establish a permanent archive centre for the storage, exhibition, conservation and research of four local hospitals and their predecessors.

Sailability NSW received funding of $30,000 in the electorate of Lowe as a contribution towards the provision of wheelchair access to the upper level of the Dobroyd sailing Club.

The Ngoroe-kah Indigenous performance Aboriginal Corporation received funding of $25,710 in the electorate of Newcastle for the construction of four site specific artworks depicting the history of aboriginal culture and governance, together with a moving promenade performance reflecting those experiences and stories.

Outcome 1, Output 1 





Question: 177

Topic: Commonwealth Games – Melbourne Cricket Ground

Hansard Page ECITA 311

Senator Robert Ray asked:

Before the Cabinet Decision [Commonwealth Games – MCG], do you know who did the negotiations? Or were there negotiations between the Victorian Government and the Commonwealth Government regarding this grant? Or were there negotiations between the Melbourne Cricket Club or the Melbourne Cricket Ground Trust, or the Commonwealth Games Association?

Answer:

Over the period December 2000-February 2001 Commonwealth officials attended a number of meetings with the representatives from Melbourne 2006 Commonwealth Games P/L and the then Victorian Department of Sport, Recreation and Racing to discuss options for Commonwealth commitment of capital works funding.

Cabinet considered the matter of capital works assistance to support staging of the Melbourne 2006 Commonwealth Games in March 2001.

The relevant Commonwealth Departments have no record of any discussions that may have been held between the Melbourne Cricket Clubs, the Melbourne Cricket Ground Trust or the Commonwealth Games Association.

Outcome 1, Output 1 





Question: 178

Topic: Melbourne Commonwealth Games - MCG

Hansard Page ECITA 315

Senator Robert Ray asked:

When was the question of monitoring, to the knowledge of your department, first raised?  Was it in March 2001, December 2001, or after March 2002?

Answer:

On 21 December 2001, the Victorian Department of State and Regional Development was informed that compliance with the National Code of Practice for the Construction Industry and associated guidelines would be a condition included in the Deed.

This is a standard position on contracts involving the Commonwealth.

Outcome 1, Output 1 





Question: 179

Topic: Melbourne Commonwealth Games - MCG

Hansard Page ECITA 314

Senator Robert Ray asked:

Was the same thing done in the Alice-Springs to Darwin railway?

Answer:

The Department of Employment and Workplace Relations advise that the National Code of Practice for the Construction Industry and associated Commonwealth Guidelines apply to the Alice Springs to Darwin Rail project.

Outcome 1, Output 1.1 





Question: 180

Topic: Online access to Cultural Heritage

Written Question on Notice: Tabled

Senator Lundy asked:

What plans does the Government have for encouraging, or requiring, the provision of online access to Australia’s cultural heritage, from the national cultural institutions, or elsewhere?

Answer:

The National Collecting Institutions play a key role in facilitating access to their collections through a range of online activities. All have a substantial Internet presence and provide a wide range of online services. Individual briefings on the full range of online services offered by each institution can be provided to the Committee on request. Examples include:

· The National Archives of Australia has maintained an Internet presence since 1994 and has made its collection database available online. More recently, the Archive has introduced a Digitisation on Demand service which allows members of the public to receive low resolution images of records in its collection. The service was introduced to make the Archives collection accessible to all Australians, regardless of where they live.

· The National Library of Australia has developed a range of databases which enables users to search for information on documentary materials held within its own collection and the collections of over 1,100 other Australian Libraries. Other initiatives include the digitisation of the Library’s collection of maps, manuscripts, paintings photographs and music scores, and the development of online exhibitions. 

· The National Museum of Australia has recently commenced the development of a new internet infrastructure which will include a range of new ways to search and explore its collections online and to participate in debates on cultural heritage issues. A number of new development projects are underway to produce customised online resources for the study of Australian history by schoolchildren.

· Questacon has recently upgraded its online activities, including a new virtual tour of the Centre. In the coming months, this will be expanded to include all of the Centre’s touring programs and outreach activities.

· The National Gallery of Australia aims to provide access to works of art and information about them locally, nationally and internationally. In  2001-02 there were over 700,000 online visitors to the gallery’s website.

· Access to information on ScreenSound Australia's collection of screen and sound can be made via its continually updated collection. Increasingly, this database will also provide access to the audiovisual content of the Collection. Also on the website is a technical glossary, which features over 600 indexed references, and an online help-desk.

As part of the Government’s Online strategy, the Culture and Recreation Portal provides access to over 2,000 Australian cultural organisations and around 900,000 pages of cultural information. The Ozeculture program also encourages access by assisting Australian cultural organisations, including collecting institutions, to get the best out of the Internet.

In addition, Australian Museums and Galleries Online (AMOL), an initiative of Cultural Ministers Council receives Commonwealth support to build on its role as a portal to collections of cultural heritage nationally, particularly in regional Australia. The Government recently renewed its commitment to AMOL in the budget process by allocating $0.96m over four years. All State and Territory Governments will also contribute to AMOL. 

Outcome 1, Output 1.1 





Question: 181

Topic: Culture and Recreation Portal funding and services

Written Question on Notice:  Tabled

Senator Lundy asked: Will the reduction in funding affect the culture and recreation website and associated training and publicity activities?

Answer: 

No. Continuing efficiencies in technological developments combined with increased competition and a consequent lowering of costs for hardware, software and website hosting, have meant that improved services can now be delivered at a reduced cost. Associated training and other activities, modified to suit developing needs in the cultural sector, also continue to be provided utilising these efficiencies. 

Outcome 1, Output 1.1




Question: 182

Topic: Effectiveness of CARP and ACN Websites

 Written Question on Notice: Tabled

Senator Lundy asked: What studies have been undertaken as to the effectiveness of this website, and it predecessor – Australia’s Cultural Network?

Answer: 

User friendliness testing of the ACN website was undertaken when it was in its prototype and pilot phases before the official launch in 1998. Modifications resulting from feedback from these tests were incorporated in the initial production release of ACN. Further useability testing was undertaken in a special website useability laboratory before the re-launch of the Government’s cultural portal as the Culture and Recreation Portal (CARP) in June 2001.

Comprehensive statistics on the traffic to and through both websites have been collected from the outset and have consistently showed a steady increase in usage, both within Australia and around the world, of all products and services in both websites. Visits to the CARP website are currently averaging well over 100,000 per month.

Outcome 1, Output 1.1 





Question: 183

Topic: Contemporary Visual Arts and Crafts Inquiry

Written Question on Notice: Tabled

Senator Lundy asked:

Is the government prepared to respond to the visual arts and craft sector's recent call for an increase in annual funding to this sector of a minimum of $15 million indexed every year?

Answer:

I released the Report of the Contemporary Visual Arts and Crafts Inquiry (the Myer Report) on 6 September 2002.  The Myer Report examines the cultural and economic contribution that contemporary visual arts and crafts practitioners make to Australia and makes recommendation on issues that impact on the long-term sustainability of the sector.  

The Report makes 20 recommendations, proposing initiatives in the areas of:

· achieving stronger recognition and support for individual artists;

· strengthening the infrastructure for the sector;

· expanding the market for contemporary visual arts and crafts; and

· resourcing the sector more effectively, including through philanthropic incentives.

The Commonwealth Government will be seeking the views of the Australia Council, the State and Territory governments and other key stakeholders in the sector in formulating its response to the Report’s recommendations. 

Attachment to qon183

SENATOR THE HON ROD KEMP 
Minister for the Arts and Sport
Media Release
Contemporary Visual Arts and Craft Inquiry report delivered

The Minister for the Arts and Sport, Senator Rod Kemp, today received the Report of the Contemporary Visual Arts and Craft Inquiry. 

'I congratulate and thank the Inquiry's Chair, Mr Rupert Myer, who was asked to identify the key issues impacting on the future sustainability, development and promotion of the sector,' Senator Kemp said. 

'The Inquiry's report will give us a comprehensive picture of the sector and an assessment of possible options on actions that might be taken by governments and the sector to ensure its continued development in the future.' 

'During the Inquiry, Mr Myer consulted with a wide range of stakeholders, including individual artists, arts and craft organisations, tertiary institutions and government arts departments and agencies in each State and Territory. 

Mr Myer described the process as extremely constructive. He said the Inquiry had received vital information to help it frame recommendations to ensure the continued success of Australia's dynamic contemporary visual arts and craft sector. 

'Substantial support is provided to the contemporary visual arts and craft sector by the Commonwealth and the State and Territories. I believe it is important for these State and Territory stakeholders to gain an understanding of the approach taken by Mr Myer in completing his report,' Senator Kemp said. 

'The Commonwealth Government will give close consideration to the report and its recommendations,' Senator Kemp said. 

'Mr Myer has informed me that he will brief State and Territory representatives prior to the report's release. Due to his previous commitments, Mr Myer will not be able to begin this process until mid-July. 

The report will be publicly released once this process is complete. Mr Myer will be available for comment at that time. 

MELBOURNE
14 June 2002 

Media contact: Richard Wise, 02 6277 7350 or 0438 204 554 

Outcome 1, Output 1.1 





Question: 184

Topic: Contemporary Visual Arts and Crafts Inquiry

Written Question on Notice:  Tabled

Senator Lundy asked:

In anticipation of the recommendations of the Myer Inquiry, has the government set aside some funds for this purpose as indicated by the previous Arts Minister Peter McGauran in the run up to the elections?

Answer:

Please refer to Question 183 for a response.

Outcome 1, Output 1.1 





Question: 185

Topic: Contemporary Visual Arts and Crafts Inquiry

Written Question on Notice: Tabled

Senator Lundy asked:

Is the government committed to negotiating with the state and territory governments to seek their matching commitment to the recommendations where applicable?

Answer:

Please refer to Question 183 for a response.

Outcome 1, Output 1.1 





Question: 186

Topic: Contemporary Visual Arts and Crafts Inquiry

Written Question on Notice: Tabled

Senator Lundy asked:

If further detailed research into the economic circumstances of artists and the main groups of infrastructure bodies in the visual arts and craft sector is recommended by the Myer Inquiry, is the government prepared to follow through and support this research?

Answer:

Please refer to Question 183 for a response.

Outcome 1, Output 1.1 





Question: 188

Topic: Public Liability Insurance

Written Question on Notice: tabled

Senator Lundy asked:

There have been reports of cultural festivals and arts festivals having to cancel events as they cannot receive public liability insurance – what is the government doing about this?

Answer:

The Commonwealth Government has been working with State and Territory Governments to find solutions to the public liability insurance issues including those faced by festival organisers.  A number of states and territories have developed schemes with local government bodies and insurance providers to include not-for-profit groups, including arts and cultural organisations, in wider local government policies.

See also the answer to Question 189

Outcome 1, Output 1.1 





Question: 189

Topic: Public Liability Insurance

Written Question on Notice: tabled

Senator Lundy asked:

Is the arts community specifically being considered within broader Government debate and policy discussions on this issue?  Are you, or an arts representative or the Department represented on any decision-making bodies taking place on the public liability insurance crisis?

Answer:

The needs of arts and cultural organisations are being considered within the broader insurance discussions.  I have been regularly liaising with Senator Coonan and the Prime Minister to ensure that the needs of both the arts and sport sectors are on the broader agenda.  The Department has been receiving information from the Australia Council and from a variety of arts and community organisations which has been fed into the Working Group.

The Department and the Australian Sports Commission are represented on a working group which meets regularly with Treasury officials to receive updates on progress with these matters and to discuss issues of significance to the various portfolios.

Outcome 1, Output 1.1 





Question: 187

Topic: Public Liability Insurance

Written Question on Notice: Tabled

Senator Lundy asked:

Has the Government made any assessment of the impact of the public liability insurance crisis on the arts sector?

Answer:

The Government has been working with arts and cultural agencies to assess the impact of the public liability insurance on a range of cultural organisations from grassroots levels through to national bodies.

The Australia Council has provided advice to the Government and a submission to the Senate Inquiry on arts issues. Other cultural organisations such as Museums Australia and the Australian Film Commission have also provided input. These submissions have identified significant issues for arts organisations and have informed Government thinking on possible solutions to the public liability insurance crisis.

Outcome 1, Output 1.1 





Question: 190

Topic: Public Liability Insurance

Written Question on Notice: tabled

Senator Lundy asked:

Is this affecting the administration of any of the Government’s programs?

Answer:

To date, none of the Government’s programs in the Communications, Information Technology and the Arts portfolio has been directly affected by this issue.

Outcome 1, Output 1 





Question: 191
Topic: Melbourne Cricket Ground – Construction Code

Hansard Page  Tabled (EWRE109)
Senator Carr asked: 

On what date was the Victorian government advised of the model clauses that you are seeking to impose in the agreement in regard to the application of the national code and its guidelines?' 

Question referred to the Department of Communications, Information Technology and the Arts

Answer:

On 21 December 2001, the Victorian Department of State and Regional Development was informed that compliance with the National Code of Practice for the Construction Industry and associated guidelines would be a condition included in the Deed.

This is a standard position on contracts involving the Commonwealth.
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