Senate Environment, Communications, Information Technology & the Arts Legislation Committee
ANSWERS TO ESTIMATES QUESTIONS ON NOTICE

Communications, Information Technology and the Arts

Australian Film Commission

Estimates Hearings the 27th, 28th and 29th of May 2002
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Question:  105

Topic: 
Australian Film Commission - Big Screen 2002

Hansard Page ECITA 263

Senator Lundy asked:  So how much does the Big Screen 2002 initiative cost?

Answer:

The total budget for Big Screen 2002 is $319,200. The Australian Film Commission provides $50,000 for Big Screen 2002.
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Question: 202

Topic:  Australian Film Commission - Australian Film Institute

Hansard Page ECITA 262

Senator Lundy asked:  How much did it cost the AFI to run the library?

Answer: 

According to the Australian Film Institute’s own budget figures, the AFI Research and Information Service had an expenditure in 2000 of $270,010.
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Question: 203

Topic: Australian Film Commission

Hansard Page ECITA 264

Senator Lundy asked:  So there has been a re-allocation from the $600,000 you saved from the AFI into these types of programs.  Could you itemise all of those?

Answer:

Internal changes to Australian Film Commission’s (AFC) Industry and Cultural Development (ICD) funding allocations between 2000 and 2002 are as follows:

Awards - funding for awards has increased by $104,740 due to the AFC increasing its funding of the AFI awards by 53.8% from $130,000 in 1999-2000 to $200,000 in 2002, and the AFC providing funding to a number of new Industry Awards, including the If Awards and the Tudawali Awards. 

Conferences & Seminars - funding has increased to this area of activity by $145,000.  Increased funding has been granted to the Australian International Documentary Conference, SPAA Fringe, and the Popcorn Taxi seminars in Melbourne and Sydney.  A new industry seminar series has also been funded in Darwin, Western Australia, the ACT and in Byron Bay, NSW.

Film Festivals
 - funding to this area of activity has increased by $151,120.  Increased funding has been provided to the Sydney, Melbourne and Brisbane International film festivals and to Tropfest, the St Kilda and Flickerfest short film festivals.  New film festivals have been supported including the Revelation Film festival in Perth, Message Sticks Indigenous film festival, Fistful of Films festival in Darwin, the Brisbane Animation Online film festival, the Melbourne International Animation Festival, the Grass Roots film festival in Perth, the Remote Video festival in Alice Springs, the 15/15 festival in regional Victoria and the Exploding Cinema festival in Tasmania

Touring Exhibition - funding to this area of activity has increased by $163,129.  $50,000 has been allocated to Big Screen 2002.  Beyond this the AFC has supported new touring festivals including the Melbourne International Film Festival Tour, the Sydney Asia Pacific Festival Tour, and the Over the Fence Comedy Festival Tour from WA.  Increases in funding have been provided to the Sydney Film Festival Tour, the Women on Women Tour, the Flickerfest and St Kilda film festival tours and the tour of The Real Life documentary film festival.

Publications - funding to Film Industry Publications has increased by $28,779.  The AFC has increased funding to the two film industry publications, Metro magazine and if magazine, and has funded a new online journal, senses of cinema.

There have also been increases to the areas of Sector Resourcing, International Promotions, Interactive Media and Screen Resource Organisations which have been supported through an increase in the AFC’s program budget to the ICD area of activity.
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