ECITA Estimates 2001-2002 

(4-5 June 2001)

Questions on Notice

Environment & Heritage Portfolio

Department of Environment & Heritage

Supervising Scientist Division

Senator
Ques.no
Hansard ref.
Subject

Bolkus
1
10
Rio Tinto announcement

Mr Beale—Senator, I have received a letter from Mr Cusack, I believe, in which he provided some transcript f the global chairman of Rio Tinto’s remarks at the shareholders’ meetings in response to questions rom the floor. I believe that I have passed that to Dr Johnston, but I am not sure that he would have got it efore he left Darwin. It arrived late last week.

Senator BOLKUS—Either way, can we get a copy of that letter?

Mr Beale—I cannot see a problem with that, but can I just check with our FOI people in the normal way?

Bolkus
2
10
Jabiluka PER EIS: has ERA met all the requirements under that in respect of those approvals?

Senator BOLKUS—Instead of going through each of them sequentially, can I ask for a status report on the recommendations?

Dr Johnston—Yes.

Bolkus
3
11
Senator BOLKUS—Dr Johnston, do you have with you any details as to what was spent by the Office of the Supervising Scientist in respect to Jabiluka and the World Heritage process during this current financial year?

Senator BOLKUS—Can you take that on notice and come back to us with details. It may be, Mr Beale, that you might be the more appropriate person to ask here for details of the department’s expenditure in respect to the Jabiluka World Heritage process, including a breakdown of those figures, including, expenditure by the minister.

Mr Beale—I will take that on notice, Senator.

National Oceans Office

Senator
Ques.no
Hansard ref.
Subject

Bolkus
4
15
Senator BOLKUS—The NHT annual report, page 5, shows actual spending for 1999-2000 of $1.5 million instead of the $4.1 million as budgeted and as set out in last year’s blue book. Can you explain why it is such a low expenditure?

Ms Sakell—For oceans policy or—

Senator BOLKUS—Yes. Do you want to take that on notice?

Ms Sakell—Yes, thank you.

Bolkus
5
15-16
Senator BOLKUS—The blue book last year showed expected spending for 2000-01 to be $7.4 million. That was revised in the annual report to $10 million. It has now been cut to $4.8 million. Why these changes?

Senator BOLKUS—It is of concern. There are different figures in different parts of the documents. The blue book last year at page 15 had $7.4 million expected expenditure; then we go to $10 million, then we go back to $4.8 million. These are pretty large swings. Does anyone plan at the start of the year what they are going to spend for the year and stick to it? What is happening, Mr Beale?

Mr Beale—I will have to come back to you and get some advice on the switches between years. I am not quite sure which figures you are referring to.

Bureau of Meteorology

Senator
Ques.no
Hansard ref.
Subject

O’Brien
6
19
Is the contract specific as to the individual responsibility or are they jointly and severally responsible for delivery of outcomes?

Dr Downey—My understanding is that the funding was determined after collaboration between the two contracting groups.

Mr Beale—We will take that on notice.

Senator O’BRIEN—I want to know whether the contract is specific—

Senator O’BRIEN—And if so, how it is specific.

Mr Beale—I am not sure whether it gives some individual responsibilities or joint responsibilities. We will examine that and take it on notice and come back to you.

Senator O’BRIEN—Is there one contract or two? Have they both signed the one document or have they signed separate documents specific to their own responsibility?

O’Brien
7
21
I wonder if you could supply the committee with a breakdown of the sources of revenue for the SSU?

O’Brien
8
22
O’BRIEN—Can you advise us with a breakdown of the regional staffing by regional office?

Dr Downey—That information is readily available in our annual report and I could very quickly get you the details of that.

Bolkus
9
27
Minor internal evaluation

Do you have any terms of reference for this review?

Dr Downey—They have not yet been formulated.

Senator BOLKUS—Can I ask in anticipation that we be provided with a copy or the—

Bolkus
10
27
Can I ask on notice for details of how much is currently spent under each output on external contractors? Having asked for that, can you tell us what the time frame for this review is?

Bolkus
11
29
Mr Beale—I just factored in the last part of your answer—is there a final report of that pricing review? Is there a report of that pricing review?

Dr Downey—I believe there is a DOFA bureau department document.

Senator BOLKUS—Can I have a copy of that?

Mr Beale—I believe that those are not being released, Senator, although we will take that on notice,

Bolkus
12
29
Senator BOLKUS—What did the review cost, Mr Beale? Does Dr Downey know what that pricing review cost?

Dr Downey—I do not know that it has been identified. It involved officers of the Department of Finance and Administration, officers of our department and a large amount of time of bureau staff.

Mr Beale—I am sure we could get that cost.

Allison
13
32
Senator ALLISON—Perhaps you can let us know, Dr Downey, the titles of those research documents? If they are of interest with regard to greenhouse, it would be useful to have a look at them.

Australian Antarctic Division

Senator
Ques.no
Hansard ref.
Subject

Mackay
14
33
Senator MACKAY—You said a number had actually been to Antarctica to Casey and that is referred to here. How many of the short-listed expressions of interest have actually been?

It says that the potential air service providers were short-listed after a call for expressions of interest. You indicated there were about 12 to 14 in the initial expressions of interest. How many now are on the short-list?

Mackay
15
34-35
Consultant to the risk assessment committee

Dr Press—Off the top of my head I cannot remember the company that the consultant works for, but I can provide that on notice. We have the Bureau of Meteorology and we have the Civil Aviation Safety Authority.

Senator MACKAY—Could you provide the committee with a list of the names of the officers who are on this committee?

Bolkus
16
38
Senator BOLKUS—When do you anticipate the evaluation committees making recommendations of this year’s program you are advertising now?

Bolkus
17
40
Senator BOLKUS—Who are the recipients of the grants this years, Dr Press?

Dr Press—Do you ask who are the recipients?

Senator BOLKUS—Yes. Can we get a table? Do you want to take that on notice?

Great Barrier Reef Marine Park Authority

Senator
Ques.no
Hansard ref.
Subject

Bolkus
18
46
Senator BOLKUS—We must have had some projections at that stage. You have mentioned two factors: the Olympics, which probably would have brought more people to Australia, and the value of the dollar, which would have done the same thing. What were your projections three or four years ago and was that plateau expected?

Mr Bell—I will have to take that question on notice. I was not with the organisation at that time. In regard to that, our projections would have been based on tourist industry figures, whatever they would have been at the time.

Senator Hill—I am reasonably confident in that. The revenue was not as predicted because, as Ms Chadwick said, the mix of activities has changed. That has meant that tourists have tended to choose the activities for which GBRMPA does not earn revenue.

Bolkus
19
48
Mr Tanzer—… There were 77 carcasses that were found dead in Queensland. There were three which were definitely identified as having died after entanglement in nets. My knowledge is that at least two of those were outside the park, in the Hervey Bay area, and one may have been inside the park. We will check that and get the exact figures. I do not have them in front of me at the moment.

Senator BOLKUS—And we do not know whether they were in the zone B protected areas—or where?

Mr Tanzer—I do not have that in front of me. But we pay particular attention to any dugong carcasses that are found. We pay even more specific attention if they are located in a dugong protection area and then we pay forensic attention if they have got net marks on them. I cannot recall a dugong carcass with net marks on it in DPA—A or B.

Bartlett
20
59
Senator BARTLETT—Information from the Cleveland Bay monitoring station offshore from the sewerage treatment plant regularly shows pH levels lower than the average pH for sea water. What impacts does that have in terms of damaging the environmental values?

Mr Manson—I do not have those reports next to me, so I would rather take that question on notice.

Mr Manson—We would have access to that information, and I think I would need to report back to you because I do not have the figures in front of me.

Bartlett
21
61
Senator BARTLETT—Do you have a breakdown of the types of applications and the number of approvals?

Ms Chadwick—Yes, we do. I do not believe I have it with me but I am happy to take that on notice and provide that information.

Senator BARTLETT—Could you, in that breakdown I asked for, give an indication of how many of those met that trigger as well? Is that possible?

Australian Greenhouse Office

Senator
Ques.no
Hansard ref.
Subject

Faulkner
22
67
Ms Andrews—I will go back and we will look at the previous research we have done, which generally indicated a low level of awareness amongst the community of the greenhouse effect and knowledge of what created it. I cannot guarantee that there will be one-to-one comparisons in terms of those figures, but we will do our best to assess how these figures apply to the baseline that we have through that research.

Faulkner
23
68
Senator BOLKUS—Can you come back to us with details of where they were placed?

Ms Andrews—Those NESB ones, yes. We will look for that.

Senator BOLKUS—Press and radio?

Ms Andrews—Yes.

Faulkner
24
68
Sunshine Coast Sunday Mail, 15 April 2001

Senator FAULKNER—Can you let me know about the advertising in the Sunshine Coast Sunday Mail of 15 April 2001?

….I would like to know what the cost of it was?

Faulkner
25
70
Senator Hill—That there has been no AGO funding in the insert.

Senator FAULKNER—If that is the case, you might indicate to me on what basis material is provided for this sort of use. Was finished artwork provided? On what basis? How are such offers made to members of parliament? Was it limited only to government members or parliament or were opposition members also able to utilise this capacity? I would just like to understand what the background and the processes behind it are as well. We can come back at a later stage.

Senator Hill—It has been suggested to me that he probably simply took the artwork off the web site. AGO can do its searches and, if there is anything different, come back.

Faulkner
26
73
Senator FAULKNER—Did Mr Somlyay contact the department in relation to the mechanism or process for the placing of ads.

Senator FAULKNER—And I ask the same question of the Australian Greenhouse Office.

Ms Andrews—It is the same answer. I am not aware that he did, but he could have—and I will check that out.

Bolkus
Answered page 83
77
Senator BOLKUS—So let us take the first one—who were the recipients of voluntary initiatives in the building sector?

Ms Andrews—We need to get that for you in terms of a full list….

Senator BOLKUS—You might be able to recall some, but in respect of all the grants programs I am going to be seeking some fairly comprehensive information. 

Bolkus
27
78
One off grants program

Senator BOLKUS—So at this stage what can I be told about that so-called one-off grants program? I can’t be told much, can I?

Ms Andrews—We will find for you the recipients of those grants and the amounts of those grants.

Senator BOLKUS—When did you do that?

Ms Andrews—That is some of the detail that we will have to find for you, because it was some time ago.

Senator BOLKUS—And how many were awarded?

Ms Andrews—Again, we will have to check that for you. It would be in the neighbourhood of about half a dozen grants all up.

Senator BOLKUS—How many were awarded, who were they and what was the actual value of each grant?

Senator BOLKUS—Can you tell us how many applicants were recommended, how many of those recommended were approved and how many of those recommended were not approved?

Ms Andrews—Yes, we will find that for you. I cannot tell you at the moment.

Senator BOLKUS—Which of those that have not been recommended were successful and which of those that were recommended were not successful?

Bolkus
28
79
Senator BOLKUS—Could we get a copy of the review?

Bolkus
29
79
Senator BOLKUS—Can you give us a list of how many individual contractors or consultants have been employed this financial year for short- or long-term contracts?

Ms Andrews—We can, from our consultancy database, but it would need to be generated from that.

Bolkus
30
80
Senator BOLKUS—One of the performance criteria listed on page 139 of the PBS is cost effectiveness of CO2 emission abatement. The question is, what is the cost effectiveness of AGO programs? Have you actually made an assessment of individual emissions reductions for each program?

Senator BOLKUS—But what about other programs?

Senator BOLKUS—Can you give me a breakdown, by program, of emission reduction estimates per program?

Senator BOLKUS—I want it for each of your programs—a breakdown by individual program.

Ms Andrews—Only that some of them may not relate as directly to abatement outcomes as the Greenhouse Gas Abatement Program does, for example, and some of them we may not have fully projected abatement outcomes from. But I would have to put that together for you.

Senator BOLKUS—You can explain that when you provide the answers.

Bolkus
31
82
Communications team

Senator BOLKUS—Can we find out whether those 8.5 does include consultants and those on contract?

Bolkus
32
82
Senator BOLKUS—At the last series of estimates, we asked you questions about promotional material and goods that have been produced by the Greenhouse Office. You have given us a list but you have not given us the cost of these items. I would like you to do that.

Senator BOLKUS—Could you update the list and come back with the actual cost of all the items. Has this $1.8 million been a constant over the last few years or has it decreased recently?

Bolkus
33
82
Senator BOLKUS—Do you have a strategy for communications to rural or regional Australia?

Ms Andrews—Yes, we do.

Senator BOLKUS—Could we get a copy of that if it is a written document?

Ms Andrews—I can give you some information on that, yes.

Bolkus
34
83
Senator BOLKUS—You mentioned that you may have consultants and contractors. Can you tell us who they are, probably on notice?

Ms Andrews—Sorry, all of our consultants and contractors? We are going to give you the information from the database?

Senator BOLKUS—Yes. As well as the information I have asked for so far, I would like details of who they are, the cost and when.

Bolkus
35
84
Senator BOLKUS—Why don’t you provide the comprehensive list on notice? 

Bolkus
36
84
BOLKUS—What I would like to know is: how much money was left in the CNG program and the voluntary initiatives in the building sector program as of 1 January this year—announcements since 1 January and disbursements made from the program from 1 January to the present?

Bolkus
37
86
Senator BOLKUS—In relation to the Photovoltaic Rebate Program, can you tell us how much money was left in this current year’s program as at 1 January this year?

Bolkus
38
86
Senator BOLKUS—How many were grid integrated and how many were stand alone? Can you give us the figures as to how many of the stand-alone systems would be eligible for funds under agreements with the states?

Bolkus
39
87
Senator BOLKUS—Has there been any reduction in costs of PVRP since the introduction of the rebate?

Mr Harrington—That is not a question I could answer off the top of my head. I would have to take that on notice to research that.

Bolkus
40
88
Mr Harrington—We do not have any information on price movements. That is something we have committed to obtain for you.

Senator BOLKUS—Well, you have no information, which is also a bit of a concern. If you are monitoring the scheme to see what it is actually doing, you might have some idea of what is happening to prices. Are you not concerned that you do not have that?

Ms Andrews—I do not think we have tonight, but we will take that on notice, as we said, and we will get back to you.

Bolkus
41
93
Ms Andrews—It is a fairly detailed process, Senator. I can provide you with a copy of the guidelines, which I think would be helpful to the committee. I will do that.

Bolkus
42
94
Senator BOLKUS—And you will come back to me with how many you had on the recommended list before. Of those 25, we have some dozen or so.

Bolkus
43
95
Ms Andrews—Yes, we have. The GGAP dollars per tonne range from $4 to $8 and they average $6 a tonne.

Senator BOLKUS—Have you got those figures for each particular project?

Bolkus
44
97
Senator BOLKUS—Who are the 13 large ones?

Bolkus
45
99
How many of those progress reports have revised downwards?

Has any one single organisation actually implemented all of the actions identified in their action plan?

In terms of initial commitments, has any single organisation implemented all of the actions identified in its initial action plan?

Bolkus
46
101-102
What was the amount of money left in the greenhouse challenge program as of 1 January this year?

Take on notice the inquiry to detail disbursements made from this program from 1 January to the present.

All disbursements, grants…..and consultants

How much has been committed?

I would like a breakdown by component of where that money has been spent to the extent that it has been spent. I presume that is $4.9 million. Plus, do you know what proportion of the $2.5 million has been committed so far?

Just to clarify the record, in terms of this current year, in terms of the greenhouse challenge program and my request for component expenditure, I would like to know how much of the program has been spent from 1 January this year on greenhouse allies and a breakdown of how that was spent.

Bolkus
47
103
Ms Powell—Yes, there was a public advertisement. Applications have closed and we are currently assessing.

Senator BOLKUS—How many applications did you receive?

Bolkus
48
104
Household Greenhouse Action Program.

Senator BOLKUS—How much was left as of 1 January?

Bolkus
49
105
Senator BOLKUS—So can you tell us what proportion of the federal government’s energy requirement is sourced from renewable energy and might be eligible for Greenpower or the government’s renewable energy measure?

Bolkus
50
106
Alternative Fuels Conversion Program.

Senator BOLKUS—How much of this was left unspent as of 1 January this year?

Senator BOLKUS—Okay. I have the same question in relation to the Renewable Energy Commercialisation Program. What was left unspent at 1 January this year…?

Bolkus
51
109
Senator BOLKUS—I suppose my inquiry was: are you tracking the use and uptake of native forests as a renewable energy source? The answer was, ‘Yes, privately, but I cannot make that information public because

of the legislation.’

Senator Hill—That is what I mean, because we acted upon certain advice that you have referred to in your earlier question. If that does not turn out to be the fact, then we would want to consider what the options were as well. I think the point being made is that there is an issue as to the extent to which the regulator should be out there providing material that is beyond his regulatory obligation. But I do not think it is an illegitimate question to ask of government. I am just suggesting that it is a bit early.

Senator BOLKUS—I would like you to take some legal advice on it and see if you can work your way through it.

Bolkus
52
110
Senator BOLKUS—Has the AGO provided any funding to proponents of native forest biomass generation?

Senator BOLKUS—Also, will the AGO be able to track the use of native fuel for generation other than under the measure that has been agreed to? That is a rider to the first question. My last question is with respect to greenhouse. It relates to the AGO about your release guidelines for consumer labels of greenhouse friendly goods. Where is the program up to, what has it cost so far and under what program is it funded?

Senator BOLKUS—What does it cost? What is the ongoing budget required for the program? You can take this on notice as well—how do you expect to ensure additionality and avoid duplication and double counting?

Ms Andrews—Yes. We can provide you with the guidelines that will give you the answer to that.

Department - General

Senator
Ques.no
Hansard ref.
Subject

Bolkus
53
115
If you could take on notice when and how the appropriation was made—I presume you say in the last budget and in this budget—how much money was left in the program as of 1 January. That means everything that was paid out of it after 1 January, I would like details of—the dates on which it was paid and what is left in the program budget for this financial year. Is there anything?

Bolkus
54
115-116
Senator BOLKUS—I think probably the best thing to do is that I just list the schemes: Environment Resource Officer Scheme; Local Agenda 21; International Conservation Program; information education; environment protection—actually we will go to the ad hoc grants later—air pollution in major cities; ozone ad hoc grants; Waste Management Awareness Program; Federation Fund; Federal Cultural and Heritage Program; Cultural Heritage Projects Program; grants-in-aid to the National Trust; commemoration of historic events and famous people, historic shipwrecks; indigenous protected areas; National River Health Program; National Wetlands Program; Waterwatch; Bushcare—we might just leave that for the moment—Biodiversity Convention or Strategy Program, Tasmanian Strategic Natural Heritage Program; National Reserve Systems Program; Endangered Species; National Feral Animal Control Program; National Weeds Program; Coastal Monitoring Program; Coastal and Marine Planning Program; Marine Protected Areas Program; Coastal Atlas—and we did the Antarctic. In respect of all those programs, can you tell us how much money was left in each individual program as of 1 January; disbursements made from that program from 1 January to the present; the amount of money left in that program as of the date of the answer; the budget for the next financial year; the timetable for advertising, application and assessment processes for the next financial year; who makes the decision; and what was the date of advertising, application and assessment cut-offs in the year 2000-01? That is for the discretionary programs. There are three or four ad hoc programs. I think we could probably run the same sorts of questions across those as well—so it is all those programs between 328 and 333, leaving aside for a moment Bushcare, because we will probably get to that later.

Bolkus
55
117
Moving now to budget questions, this could take a long time, but I would rather you put this on notice. Could you provide for us a breakdown of what proportion of each of the old outputs have been allocated against each of the new outputs? We did that earlier on with one or two programs. We could spend the next few days doing it.

Bolkus
56
118
Senator BOLKUS—So who can give us the total figure of public affairs and media support in the department and its agencies?

Senator Hill—Across the portfolio?

Senator BOLKUS—And if you do that, let us know the last three years total expenditure, numbers of staff and payments for external accountants/consultants, the purpose of those consultants, including media monitoring—when, who, at what cost? Is there any advertising plan for 2001-02? 

Bolkus
57
120
Mr Beale, perhaps you can take this on notice and come back to us with information as to any area of the department and its agencies that may be considering an advertising campaign.

Approvals and Legislation Division

Senator
Ques.no
Hansard ref.
Subject

Bolkus
58
Tabled
Honeymoon Uranium Mine

· If the Minister allows the Honeymoon uranium mine to proceed, will the Minister provide a guarantee that there will be no permanent contamination of ground water or permanent damage to the hydrological systems in the area”?

Bolkus
59
Tabled
· Could we get a copy of all the testing and monitoring data?

Bolkus
60
Tabled
· Could we get a copy of all available company environment assessment reports from the test site?

Bolkus
61
Tabled
· What testing has the minister requested?

Bolkus
62
Tabled
· Who is conducting the independent testing?

Bolkus
63
Tabled
· Does the agency conducting the testing have the relevant expertise in hydro-geology?

Bolkus
64
Tabled
· How far is the contaminated water likely to travel?

Bolkus
65
Tabled
· Is the water already radioactive? What is the level?

Bolkus
66
Tabled
· Has the testing been completed?

Bolkus
67
Tabled
· What is the assessment and approval timetable expected to be now?

Bolkus
68
Tabled
Budget
· How much has been budgeted for referral assessment?

Bolkus
69
Tabled
· How many staff are working in this area?

Bolkus
70
Tabled
· Do you anticipate any increase in the number of referrals?

Bolkus
71
Tabled
· Are you expecting any change with implementation of bilaterals?

Bolkus
72
Tabled
· Can you give us a quick update as to where each of the bilaterals is up to and whether there have been any assessments under any of the bilaterals and how the approvals has then operated?

Strategic Development Division

Senator
Ques.no
Hansard ref.
Subject

Faulkner
73
70
Senator FAULKNER—I agree with you. Could I ask similar questions in relation to the advertisement that is placed for Coasts and Clean Seas, a program of the Natural Heritage Trust, with the Commonwealth logo? I do believe this looks like an NHT advertisement. Could I ask also about Coastcare and the use of the Coastcare symbol or logo? Could this be addressed also, Mr Beale: are there any copyright issues in relation to the use of the Natural Heritage Trust logo, the Coastcare logo, and the like. I know Senator Hill examines what occurs in parliamentary committees, so be aware that this sort of issue has been raised on a number of other occasions in parliamentary committees. I would be interested in knowing, in relation to the NHT advertisement appearing on page 11, whether any moneys were paid or whether art work was provided, and the background to this. We can explore that at a later stage.

Senator FAULKNER—As I indicated to you, it does not only relate to the AGO; it also relates to the NHT and I think to Coastcare. I was asking a specific question about use of Coastcare logos. If you could follow those other issues up.

Faulkner
74
73
Senator FAULKNER—Did Mr Somlyay contact the department in relation to the mechanism or process for the placing of ads.

Mr Beale—Not that I am aware of but I have asked that those questions be addressed by the relevant officers

Environment Quality Division

Senator
Ques.no
Hansard ref.
Subject

Bolkus
75
Tabled
National dioxin program 
" … Australian governments, led by the Commonwealth, are looking to the development of a national environment protection measure (NEPM) in relation to air toxics which will set a standard in relation to a number of different substances... in particular, a national strategy for dioxin identification, monitoring and, hopefully, ultimate reduction will be looked at the meeting at the end of June to be held in the Northern Territory.”  Senator Hill 7 March 2001

According to the ANZECC discussion paper on Developing a National Dioxin Program, ANZECC ministers in December 1999 agreed to adopt the following approach to the development of a National Dioxins Program: 

· Develop a comprehensive emissions inventory for the major sources of dioxin 

· Agree to benchmark levels of dioxin emissions

· Prioritise the sources of dioxin emission for action. 

· State/Territories to introduce progressive pollution reduction programs. 

· What progress has been made on the NEPM on air toxics?

Bolkus
76
Tabled
· How long has it been underway?

Bolkus
77
Tabled
· When was the public discussion paper on the NEPM first released?

Bolkus
78
Tabled
· Why did it take more than 12 months for the paper to be released after the ANZECC agreement in December 1999?

Bolkus
79
Tabled
· What is the consultation process for the proposal?

Bolkus
80
Tabled
· Why were invitations sent in April last year for a working group that was then subsequently cancelled?

Bolkus
81
Tabled
· Why was no alternative date set?

Bolkus
82
Tabled
· Why were invitations sent in February this year for a stakeholder reference group that was then subsequently cancelled?

Bolkus
83
Tabled
· Who has been invited to the replacement workshops?

Bolkus
84
Tabled
· Where and when will they be held?

Bolkus
85
Tabled
· Given that the main source of exposure to dioxin is via food why will the NEPM only deal with ambient air levels and only relate to 'air toxics' that expose people to significant hazard due to inhalation?

Bolkus
86
Tabled
· Considering this limitation, will the proposed NEPM be able to include dioxin and furans, and will it actually do anything to reduce levels in food?

Bolkus
87
Tabled
The Budget (blue book p5) allocated the following:


01-02
02-03
03-04
04-05

Dioxin management
1
1.5
1.5
1

· Was the budget funding based on the estimate by the NSW EPA presented at ANZECC that a focused National dioxin program would require $4.4 million over 3 years?

Bolkus
88
Tabled
· The paper also recommended that for a more expanded dioxin program, up to $7.35 million would be required. Does this mean that the National program will not include dioxins such as PCBs?

Bolkus
89
Tabled
· How does the proposed scheme compare to the WHO inclusion of PCBS in establishing exposure to dioxins?

Bolkus
90
Tabled
· Will other organcohlorines listed on the POPs convention including those still in use in Australia such as Mirex be looked at in the Environmental Survey component of the National Dioxin program?

Bolkus
91
Tabled
· Breast fed infants are one of the most highly exposed groups in the population to dioxin due to it transfer from the mother via breast  feeding. Will the National dioxin program include and survey of levels of dioxin in breast milk?

Bolkus
92
Tabled
· The recently signed POPs convention obligates parties to reduce and ultimately eliminate dioxins, how much of the money allocated in for the National Dioxin Program will be allocated to reduction of releases? 

Bolkus
93
Tabled
· Given that the funding will be sourced from within existing resources, which programs will be cut to provide the funding?

Bolkus
94
Tabled
Dioxins and furans

· How much of the $50 million allocated to Living Cities Program has specifically been spent on developing measures to deal with dioxin & furans? 

Bolkus
95
Tabled
· Has any other money been allocated to addressing dioxins and furans?

Bolkus
96
Tabled
· I understand there is a study underway on dioxins and furans from wood heaters. When is it due to be completed and released?

Bolkus
97
Tabled
Dioxins in food

· Why was dioxins and furans not included in the recently released ANZFA Total Diet Survey? 

Bolkus
98
Tabled
· Does Australia yet have any set of comprehensive data on the level of dioxin in Australia’s environment, or levels of human exposure?

Bolkus
99
Tabled
National advisory body on scheduled waste

· When was the last meeting of the National advisory body on scheduled waste?

Bolkus
100
Tabled
· How often does it meet?

Bolkus
101
Tabled
· What are its terms of reference?

Bolkus
102
Tabled
· I understand it used to meet 6 times a year, why was this changed?

Bolkus
103
Tabled
· What is the current budget to support the body?

Bolkus
104
Tabled
· What has the budget been over the last 5 years? What is it for the next 4 years?

· Why the changes?

Bolkus
105
Tabled
· Is EA aware of the submission to the NAB on the PCB Management plan review that was submitted last December?

Bolkus
106
Tabled
· The submission makes allegations of poor practices and implementation in respect to PCB disposal. Would EA agree with their assessment?

· What is EA doing to address these issues?

Bolkus
107
Tabled
MTBE

· How much fuel on the Australian market currently has MTBE?

Bolkus
108
Tabled
· How long has there been fuel available with MTBE in Australia?  

Bolkus
109
Tabled
· Where is this currently imported from?   

Bolkus
110
Tabled
· Who imports it?

Bolkus
111
Tabled
· Is there MTBE free petrol available from independent refineries for importation?

Bolkus
112
Tabled
· Has EA done any analysis of the likely impact on fuel prices with banning of MTBE?

Bolkus
113
Tabled
· What are the likely costs associated with MTBE contamination?

Bolkus
114
Tabled
· How persistent is MTBE as a pollutant?

Bolkus
115
Tabled
· Has the government made a decision whether MTBE will be included on the Prohibited Additives List?

Bolkus
116
Tabled
· When will a decision be made?

Bartlett
117
Tabled
Cotton
· Is EA aware of the 400 ha cotton pilot project in Richmond? 

Bartlett
118
Tabled
· Is it the case that this cotton will be genetically modified? 

Bartlett
119
Tabled
· Are they aware of the proposed expansion of cotton in the Gulf region?

Bartlett
120
Tabled
· Are there any proposals to list the Gulf Wetlands as a Ramsar site and does EA support such a listing? 

Bartlett
121
Tabled
· Would any expansion of cotton in the Flinders river region require referral under the EPBC Act because of potentially significant impacts on the Gulf wetlands?

Marine and Water Division

Senator
Ques.no
Hansard ref.
Subject

Bolkus
122
Tabled
Whales

· When did the National Task Force on Whaling last meet?

Bolkus
123
Tabled
· What is its terms of reference?

Bolkus
124
Tabled
· When is it next scheduled to meet?

Bolkus
125
Tabled
· How many of the recommendations of the May 1997 Report of the National Task Force on Whaling have been implemented?

Bolkus
126
Tabled
· Which ones have not and why?

Bolkus
127
Tabled
Long line fishing threat abatement plan

· What is the timetable for implementing each stage of the trial of the Underwater Setting Device and finally implementing a comprehensive Observer Program on the Longline Fishing fleet? 

Bolkus
128
Tabled
· Given that the TAP came into place in Aug 1988, why has there been such considerable delay in the implementation of the Observer program?

Bolkus
129
Tabled
· How comprehensive will the Observer Program be in terms of coverage? 

Bolkus
130
Tabled
· What resources will be directed to the administration and implementation of the Observer Program when it finally materialises?

Bolkus
131
Tabled
· What resources is AFMA directing towards compliance and enforcement with the measures of the albatross Threat Abatement Plan that are now in place eg requirements to report bycatch, the use of Tori poles and mandatory night setting?

Bolkus
132
Tabled
Prawn trawling as key threatening process

· What is being done to ensure strict compliance with requirements to use Turtle Excluder Devices in the Northern Prawn Trawl and East Coast Trawl fisheries to ensure that turtles are no longer being endangered by this Key Threatening Process?

Bolkus
133
Tabled
· What is being done to monitor the TEDs to ensure their effectiveness across these fisheries?

Bolkus
134
Tabled
· Is there any evidence of non-compliance of trawlers?

Bolkus
135
Tabled
· How does EA assure itself that the trawlers are complying?

Bolkus
136
Tabled
Natural Heritage Trust and water conservation in the Murray Darling Basin

· For 1999/00 and 2000/01 list the title and location of projects funded by the NHT and Murray Darling Initiative for water conservation projects, the amount for public funding they received, and the total cost of the projects?

Bolkus
137
Tabled
· How much water was saved through such water efficiency projects?

Bolkus
138
Tabled
· How much water saved using public funds was returned to the over allocated river systems in the Basin as environmental flows?

Bolkus
139
Tabled
· What is the value of the water saved were it to be traded on the water market?

Bolkus
140
Tabled
· If this saved water was not allocated to environmental flows, why not?

Bolkus
141
Tabled
· Could the Commonwealth assert ownership of the water saved with these public funds to help restore the Murray and Darling Rivers?

Bolkus
142
Tabled
Coorong Barrages

· What costings has the government received for maintaining and upgrading the barrages in the Coorong at the Murray River mouth, including for installation of fish passage?

Bolkus
143
Tabled
· Has the Government been advised of any costings for replacing the barrages in the Coorong at the Murray River mouth with a new lock upstream?

Bolkus
144
Tabled
· What estimates has the Government received of the volume of freshwater that would be saved by returning the Coorong to estuarine conditions?

Bolkus
145
Tabled
· Is the government aware of any estimates of increased fishing industry productivity that would accrue from restoring the Coorong by relocating the barrages?

Bolkus
146
Tabled
Rain rejection flows in the Murray Darling Basin

· The Government would be aware of the practice of Murray River water users cancelling ordered water between the time they ordered and its arrival at offtakes.  This water is then not available for environmental flows at a more propitious time. Are rain rejection flows in the Murray River included in the COAG Water Resources Agreement or the Murray Darling Initiative?

Bolkus
147
Tabled
· How much water was ‘rejected’ in the last three years?

Bolkus
148
Tabled
· What steps is the government taking to cancel this practice and conserve such water for environmental flows?

Bolkus
149
Tabled
Accounting for environmental flows in the Murray Darling Basin

· Under the COAG Water Resources Agreement and Murray Darling Initiative, what environmental flows (proportion and volume) have been allocated in each catchment in the Murray Darling Basin?

Bolkus
150
Tabled
· How are these environmental flows from tributaries counted as the flows move into the Darling and the Murray Rivers?

Bolkus
151
Tabled
· How can communities in catchments like the Macquarie and the Gwydir be assured that the water they forgo in environmental flows are added to the flows of the Darling and Murray Rivers to benefit the environment all the way to the sea?

Bolkus
152
Tabled
Implementation of the Cap on water diversions in the Murray Darling Basin

· For each catchment within the Murray Darling Basin, to what extent (volume and proportion of water) are they within the Cap levels?

Bolkus
153
Tabled
· For those catchments that are over the Cap, how does the government propose to gain state government cooperation to reduce extraction levels to within the Cap limits?

Bolkus
154
Tabled
· How much NHT funding was allocated in 2000/01 to state government projects in catchments that exceed the MDB Cap levels for water diversions?

Bolkus
155
Tabled
Provision of environmental flows to the Coorong

· In March Senator Hill called for an environmental flow allocation to the Coorong at the Murray River mouth of an extra 425 Gl in seven years out of ten.

Bolkus
156
Tabled
· Is this extra environmental flow allocation government policy?

Bolkus
157
Tabled
· What is the scientific basis for Senator Hill’s 425 Gl proposal?

Bolkus
158
Tabled
· What would it cost to purchase the 425 GL on the water market?

Bolkus
159
Tabled
· Where does Senator Hill propose to source the 425 Gl of water required?

Bolkus
160
Tabled
CITES

· Is Australia attending the CITES Animals committee meeting in Vietnam in July?

Bolkus
161
Tabled
· Is the FAO International plan of action for sharks on the agenda for discussion?

Bolkus
162
Tabled
· Will Australia contribute with a discussion paper on the subject?

Bolkus
163
Tabled
· What is your position on the inclusion of the following:

· Southern Blue Fin Tuna, 

· Patagonian Toothfish, 

· Whale shark, 

· Orange roughie and 

· Blue Shark?

Bolkus
164
Tabled
· Have assessments been made on each of these for CITES listing?

Bolkus
165
Tabled
· Is there any intention of including them?

Bolkus
166
Tabled
· Does Australia support an international ban on shark finning?

Marine and Water Division/Natural Heritage Division

Senator
Ques.no
Hansard ref.
Subject

Bolkus
167
Tabled
Species

· Referring to the new listings of species (Environment Australia Press Release 4 April 2001), I note that there is a requirement under the EPBC for the development of a recovery plan. What progress has been made on this and what is the timeframe for its completion?

Bolkus
168
Tabled
· What approaches have been made to the relevant states for these new listings, given the legislative requirement for the commonwealth to seek the co-operation of the states for joint implementation of recovery plans?

Bolkus
169
Tabled
· How far has this progressed?

Bolkus
170
Tabled
· Are there arrangements in place with the states for existing listings?

Bolkus
171
Tabled
Other threatening processes

· Have threat abatement plans been developed, or will they be developed for any other of the listed key threatening processes?

· Which ones? Where are they up to?

Australia and World Heritage Division

Senator
Ques.no
Hansard ref.
Subject

Bolkus
172
122
Senator BOLKUS—I turn to the Australia and World Heritage Division. The budget papers show world heritage international obligations as $1.3 million. What is that being spent on?

Senator BOLKUS—Taking into account that answer, how much of it do you anticipate might be spent on the processes and meetings related to Jabiluka?

Mr Keeffe—Could you repeat the question?

Senator BOLKUS—How much of that $1.3 million might we expect to be spent on preparing documentation and attending processes related to Jabiluka?

Bolkus
173
122
Senator BOLKUS—You have a budget allocation of $1.2 million for world heritage nominations. On notice, can I get a breakdown of that?

Mr Keeffe—Yes.

Senator BOLKUS—World heritage enhancement, $2.8 million: what do you intend to spend that money on?

Senator BOLKUS—World heritage management has dropped from $15.7 million to $15 million. Can you give us some idea as to where that $0.7 million will be cut back from, on notice.

Bartlett
174
124
Senator BARTLETT—In relation to the wet tropics, are you aware of the cassowary recovery plan?

Mr Keeffe—Yes, I am.

Senator BARTLETT—Have you got details of the budget involved in that—that is, basically how much over how long?

Bolkus
175
126
Senator BOLKUS—In terms of ATSI heritage—and you can take this on notice—can you provide a table of annual funding for indigenous cultural heritage from 1998 to the present?

Senator Hill—Through the Australian Heritage Commission, their identification and conservation and listing processes, et cetera, in relation to indigenous heritage?

Natural Heritage Division

Senator
Ques.no
Hansard ref.
Subject

Bolkus
176
130
Senator BOLKUS—Can you tell us how much was left in the program as of 1 January this year?

Senator BOLKUS—Can you also come back to us with details of the disbursements made from the program since 1 January?

Bolkus
177
132-133
Mr Kitchell—It is the one-stop shop group of programs. It is not just one program, it is a number of programs, and the Coasts and Clean Seas programs.

Senator BOLKUS—What is the budget for each one?

Mr Kitchell—Because they are a group of programs, Senator, I would have to take that on notice. The one-stop shops are made up of a number of individual trust programs.

Bolkus
178
133
Senator BOLKUS—Take this on notice. Can I get a breakdown of NHT funding for the whole of the NHT by electorate for each year of its operation?

Mr Kitchell—For those projects which occur just within one electorate, I think that is possible, yes.

Bolkus
179
135
Senator BOLKUS—Can we get a copy of that correspondence?

Mr Beale—I will check that that can be made available. I cannot see any reason why not.

Senator BOLKUS—There would be more than one correspondence, wouldn’t there? There would be probably two or three, if not more.

Senator Hill—…..but certainly I cannot see any problems in terms of the formal response of the department to the formal draft—the joint response between EA and AFFA signed by the two secretaries.

Senator BOLKUS—To the draft?

Senator Hill—Yes.

Bolkus
180
138
Senator BOLKUS—You say the board deferred the decision to post a mid-term review, when did it make that decision? When did it decide it was a it too complex at the time?

Senator Hill—That would have been in the lead-up, in the planning for the mid-term review, probably now 18 months, two years ago.

Senator BOLKUS—Come back to us with a date.

Bolkus
181
139-140
Senator Hill—It is across the two portfolios. It is supposed to be a small group of dedicated officers who will concentrate on the particular issues we have been discussing today.

Senator BOLKUS—Can you come back to us with details of who is on the team.

Senator BOLKUS—I do not think that is right, Minister. So you will not tell us who is on the team. Will you tell us how many people there are on the team?

Senator Hill—Yes, and their levels and their roles and functions.

Bolkus
182
140-141
Senator BOLKUS—Sure, yes. When the ACF and National Farmers Federation report on repairing the land was released, I gather EA was asked to do an assessment of the accuracy of the report. Mr Beale, did you ask for that to be done by the department?

Senator Hill—I met with the leaders of both groups, and there would have been a brief, I presume, prepared for that meeting.

Senator Hill—I do not know that there was an assessment.

Bolkus
183
141
Senator BOLKUS—Come back to us with a figure, and allocated to specific programs.

Mr Kitchell—We can certainly do that. In fact, the allocation to the specific programs you will find in table 2.5 on page 12.

Senator BOLKUS—Sure, but the grants aspect of it.

Mr Kitchell—The grants within each of those, yes.

Senator BOLKUS—And a time line for allocation of those grants. It looks like funding for the Murray-Darling Basin Commission has been reduced. Am I reading that wrong?

Bolkus
184
141
Mr Kitchell—If we do not keep it on our system we could generate it. There would be relatively few, but some projects which might have an expectation of continuing are not approved principally for underperformance reasons.

Bolkus
185
142
The Cape York program was broken down into a number which included feral animals, heritage issues and the like. We can give you a breakdown of our expenditure under each subpart.

Senator BOLKUS—Okay. If you would take that on notice that would be good. Has a review been conducted into the scheme; what were the recommendations of the review; and can we get a copy of it?

Bolkus
186
Tabled
EPBC implementation

· Have all the expert assessment panels been established?

Bolkus
187
Tabled
· Can I get a list of the members on each of them?

Bolkus
188
Tabled
· When were they established? 

Bolkus
189
Tabled
· Have they met and how often will they meet?

Bolkus
190
Tabled
· What budget has been set aside for the assessment panels?

Bolkus
191
Tabled
· What budget has been set aside for the Scientific advisory committee?

Bolkus
192
Tabled
Bats in Botanic Gardens

· Has the Minister reviewed the advice he has received from the Scientific Advisory Committee on the Bats in Botanic Gardens in Melbourne?

Bolkus
193
Tabled
· Has the department provided comments to the minister on this advice?

Bolkus
194
Tabled
· Does the department agree with the Committee’s recommendation?

Bolkus
195
Tabled
· When is the deadline for his decision?

Bolkus
196
Tabled
· The Action Plan for Australia Bats identified them as nationally vulnerable in 1999, and it is generally anticipated that the EPBC would only be formalising this. Is this the case?

Bolkus
197
Tabled
· What is the Government’s position?

Bolkus
198
Tabled
· When is the minister expected to make an announcement in this regard?

Bolkus
199
Tabled
· Has the minister corresponded with the Victorian Minister in relation to this issue?

Bolkus
200
Tabled
Ecological communities listings

· Could you give me an update of progress against implementation of s185  of the EPBC – that is the consideration of state lists of endangered and threatened species and communities for listing on the national lists?

Bolkus
201
Tabled
· What is the anticipated timetable for this?

Bolkus
202
Tabled
· Why has it taken so long?

Bolkus
203
Tabled
· The NT and SA haven’t systematically identified threatened species under the state legislation – will the government require this under bilaterals? Why not?

Bolkus
204
Tabled
If they are not identified, how can we be sure threatened species will be protected?

Bolkus
205
Tabled
Brigalow communities

· I refer you to a letter from HSI to the Minister dated 1 May 2001 regarding his decision to list additional endangered communities under the EPBC list and particularly how this effects recent permit allocations for land clearing in Queensland. Has the Department assessed whether or not these proposals for land clearing significantly effect endangered communities?

Bolkus
206
Tabled
· Do the proposals trigger the EPBC Act? Is it possible that some of them do?

Bolkus
207
Tabled
· Which clearing applications will be potentially effected to the listings? All new applications or also those applications and approvals granted since the EPBC came into force and that have not yet been cleared?

Bolkus
208
Tabled
· What communication has been made with states and with farmers regarding their obligations to refer any actions that might trigger the act?

Bolkus
209
Tabled
· Has the Department contacted the Queensland government about this? Has it provided them with a briefing? 

Bolkus
210
Tabled
· Will EA monitor the applications and approvals to pick up those that trigger the provisions of the Act?

Bolkus
211
Tabled
· What does a significant impact mean in practice? What size of clearing is likely to trigger the regulations?

Bolkus
212
Tabled
Land clearing as key threatening process

· Is a Threat Abatement Plan being developed for land clearing? Has minister made a decision? When will he make a decision?

Bolkus
213
Tabled
· If the minister does not intend to develop a plan, then why list the process?

Bolkus
214
Tabled
· What role can listing play without a TAP?

Bolkus
215
Tabled
· Who is on the scientific advisory committee?

Bolkus
216
Tabled
· The Advisory Committee noted that land clearing is the ‘most threatening process since white settlement’. If a TAP will not be the most efficient and effective way of addressing land clearing, what is the commonwealth doing to ensure that land clearing is brought under control?

Bolkus
217
Tabled
· How are negotiations progressing between the PM+C and Qld government on land clearing? 

Bolkus
218
Tabled
· After 18 months, how many meetings have there been?

Bolkus
219
Tabled
· Has a proposal been put to the Queensland government? Is there likley to be one put to the Queensland Government?

Bolkus
220
Tabled
Bird and Bat Branding Scheme

Senator Hill has made a decision to outsource the Australian Bird and Bat Branding Scheme (ABBBS). The Australian Bird Study Association oppose the outsourcing for the following reasons:

- The ABBBS is integral to the coordination of the Australia–wide research effort

- An outsourced scheme cannot guarantee continuity of practice

- Will rapidly become victim to cost cutting or administrative demise

- Long standing staff have already left the department as a result of the decision – adding to an ongoing loss of skills and expertise within EA

- Long term security, integrity and availability cannot be guaranteed outside a government agency

· When did the minister decide to outsource the Australian Bird and Bat Branding Scheme?

Bolkus
221
Tabled
· To which organisation?

Bolkus
222
Tabled
· On what grounds?

Bolkus
223
Tabled
· What is the Minister’s response to the objections by the Australian Bird Study Association as outlined above?

Bolkus
224
Tabled
The Exotic Bird Committee

· What are the legislated requirements for meetings of the Exotic bird committee of the National Registration Exotic Birds Scheme (NBRES)?

Bolkus
225
Tabled
· Last met 4 August 1999 at which time EA was to organise the next meeting for late July 2000 unless otherwise required. When does EA plan to hold the next meeting?

Bolkus
226
Tabled
· Has any member of the committee contacted the minister since the last meeting?

Bolkus
227
Tabled
· Has there been any requests for meetings?

Bolkus
228
Tabled
· Has the minister responded?

Bolkus
229
Tabled
· Does EA intend to disband the committee? When? Why?

Bolkus
230
Tabled
· What other changes will be made to the scheme?

Bolkus
231
Tabled
· Has there been any consultation with stakeholders regarding this decision?

Bolkus
232
Tabled
· Is the minister aware of the concerns that a low-key registration scheme may result in a renewal of the illegal importation of birds with no quarantining of those species and therefore possible outbreaks of disease that puts our own native species at risk?

Bolkus
233
Tabled
Rio +10

· What assessment has been made of Australia’s progress to meeting the action items from Rio?

Bolkus
234
Tabled
· Who has or will undertake a performance assessment prior to Johannesburg? Will it be an independent process or within the department?

Bolkus
235
Tabled
· Could I get a copy of any assessment already conducted of Australia’s performance against each item?

Bolkus
236
Tabled
· How does Australia compare to other countries in terms of implementation of Agenda 21?

Bolkus
237
Tabled
· Whose responsibility is it for the preparations – EA or DFAT?

Bolkus
238
Tabled
· What is on the agenda?

· Will Australia be proposing any agenda items?

Bolkus
239
Tabled
· What is Australia’s position going into the conference?

Bolkus
240
Tabled
· Has there been any communication between Australia and the UN Secretariat?

Bolkus
241
Tabled
· What is the internal process to prepare for Johannesburg?

Bolkus
242
Tabled
· Has any progress been made towards a National Council for Sustainable Development as required under Agenda 21?

Bolkus
243
Tabled
· I understand that a Regional Expert Panel will be established in the lead up to the conference. What role does Australia play in that?

Bolkus
244
Tabled
· What is the process of selection? Is there a process for consultation?

Bolkus
245
Tabled
· Is there a budget allocated for preparation work for Rio +10?

· Under what output does it come?

Bolkus
246
Tabled
· Has EA formally considered the Earth Charter?

· Has EA provided any advice to the Minister regarding the Earth charter? Can I get a copy?

Bolkus
247
Tabled
Natural Heritage Trust and weeds

· Have any NHT funds been used to plant exotic and non-indigenous species in 1999/00 and 2000/01?  Please list the exotic plant species concerned.

Bolkus
248
Tabled
· Were these plant species screened to ascertain whether they are environmental weeds?  If not, why not?

Bolkus
249
Tabled
· Will the Government be screening plants proposed to be used in the 2001/02 NHT projects against Quarantine Australia’s ‘Weed Risk Assessment’ procedure, or against Environment Australia’s ‘Alert List’ of weeds?  If not, why not?

Bartlett
250
Tabled
National action plan for salinity

· How much money in this plan will be used for administration? 

· Will States have carriage of the plan? 

Bartlett
251
Tabled
· In Qld, which dept will be responsible? 

Bartlett
252
Tabled
· What is the structure of the agreements with the states regarding implementation? 

Bartlett
253
Tabled
· Is EA aware that the Burdekin is one of the river systems most threatened by salinity?

Bartlett
254
Tabled
· Is EA aware that the Qld Department of Natural Resources recently approved a tree clearing permit in the catchment of the Burdekin river for purposes of growing approximately 3000ha of cotton? 

Bartlett
255
Tabled
· What measures will EA take to ensure that money provided as part of the salinity plan isn't used to mitigate the impacts of environmentally poor decisions made at a state level?

Bartlett
256
Tabled
Animal Welfare

· How many ethics committees does EA have? 

Bartlett
257
Tabled
· What is the composition and location of these committees? 

Bartlett
258
Tabled
· What facilities, locations & activities do they assess? 

Bartlett
259
Tabled
· What species of animals are used at these facilities (including field research)? 

Bartlett
260
Tabled
· Can a list of the decisions made by these Committees over the last 12 months be tabled?

Parks Australia

Senator
Ques.no
Hansard ref.
Subject

Bolkus
261
Tabled
Indigenous land management facilitators network

· The Indigenous land management facilitators network has had substantial cuts to funding from EA (blue book p72) and had its entire funding cut from AFFA. Could you explain why this program is being cut?

Bolkus
262
Tabled
· Has it been reviewed?

Bolkus
263
Tabled
· Why is funding being withdrawn?
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