Senate Environment, Communications, Information Technology & the Arts Legislation Committee
ANSWERS TO ESTIMATES QUESTIONS ON NOTICE

Environment and Heritage 

Australian Antarctic Division
Budget Estimates 2001-2002, (4-5/6/01)


Topic: Proposed Australia/Antarctica air link

Hansard Page: Page 35

Senator Mackay asked: 

Have there been any discussions with the Tasmanian government in relation to this?  

Name of officer – Dr Press - response given: 

No, there have been no formal discussions with the Tasmanian government,......

Correction

“A senior officer from the Australian Antarctic Division briefed the Tasmanian Premier on the progress of the air transport implementation on Friday 18 May 2001."  

Topic: Antarctic Animal Ethics Committee

Hansard Page: Page 37

Senator Bartlett asked  

In relation to the Antarctic animal care and ethics committee and the issue of seal branding on Macquarie Island, after that incident my recollection is that the minister requested a review of the operation of that ethics committee.  Has that occurred?  

Name of officer – Dr Press - response given:  

No.  The minister requested a review of the procedures, and that has been undertaken, and it has been published and released.  There was also an independent vetinarian’s report on the matter, and that has also been received, responded to and released publicly.  The Antarctic animal care and ethics committee is subject to periodic reviews because it is a non-statutory departmental committee, and it is scheduled to be reviewed in the near future.  

Correction

“Antarctic animal care and ethics committee" should read “Antarctic Animal Ethics Committee” and “departmental” should read “Ministerial”.  

Topic: Antarctic Animal Ethics Committee

Hansard Page/Written Question on Notice: Page 37

Senator Bartlett asked: 

Are there details on how many proposals the committee has examined, say, in the last 12 months?  

Name of officer – Dr Press - response given: 

They are published every year and they are publicly available.  

Correction

“The actual number of proposals examined are not published however, details of all approved research projects are publicly available including those involving research on animals which must have Antarctic Animal Ethics Committee approval.  These are published for 2000-01 can be found at

http://www.aad.gov.au/science/ResearchResources/ASAC/projects/projects.asp

The report to the Minister from the Antarctic Animal Ethics Committee is not publicly available".

Topic: Antarctic research grant scheme

Hansard Page: Page 38

Senator Bolkus asked: 

Where do we find that on the budget papers? 

Name of officer – Dr Press - response given

I do not think you will find it in the yellow book because we apportion the research that is done under that program, to the output areas.  But most of it would come in under science of practical economic or national significance.  

Correction

“I do not think you will find it in the yellow book because we apportion the research that is done to the output areas.  Of the 57 applications approved for 2000-2001, 7 were for output area 3.1, 22 for 3.2, 28 for 3.3 and 14 for 3.4.  ".
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