Senate Environment, Communications, Information Technology & the Arts Legislation Committee
ANSWERS TO ESTIMATES QUESTIONS ON NOTICE

Portfolio: Communications Information Technology and the Arts

Agency: National Museum of Australia
Budget Estimates Hearings (6-7/6/2001)

Outcome 1, Output 2 





Question: 15

Topic: Consultant Services – Ms Heumann Gurian

Hansard Page/Written Question on Notice:  172

Senator Bishop asked:

Could you provide details to the committee of all consultancies let to Ms Heuman-Gurian, either personally or under the appropriate corporate entity that she might have, for the last three years. What I am interested in is the nature of the consultancy, the work that she was consulted to provide, the consideration that was contracted in the consultancy process, the amounts of payments – if they differed from the contract amount – and when those payments were made, the purpose of the consultancies, and any other assistance, financial or otherwise, that the National Museum might have provided to Ms Heuman-Gurian over that period.

Answer:

Ms Heumann Gurian is an internationally recognised advisor/consultant to major museums around the world that are beginning, building or undergoing significant change.  Ms Gurian was director, exhibit center, of The Children’s Museum, Boston, from 1972-85 and associate director from 1985-87.  From 1987 to 1990 she was the deputy assistant secretary for museums at the Smithsonian Institution. From 1990 to 1994 she held senior positions in the National Museum of the American Indian and United States Holocaust Memorial Museum. Ms Gurian has also served as vice president, treasurer and council member of the American Association of Museums. Her international projects include the highly acclaimed Museum of New Zealand. 

Ms Gurian was contracted during 1999-2000 and 2000-2001 to ensure world best-practice standards were implemented in the new Museum, with the final contract ending on 31 March 2001 (payment details are listed below).

The consultancy services provided by Ms Gurian were as follows:

· facilitate a series of strategic review workshops to be held by the National Museum of Australia between 31 January and 11 February 2000.  The workshops covered a range of topics including commercial operations, visitor services, public programming, content and IT;

· attend at the request of the National Museum of Australia strategic review workshops held by the Museum to review operations following opening in March 2001;

· provide advice to the Museum on an operational plan and organisational structure, including:

· identification and clarification of the pre and post opening functions/activities to be undertaken by the Museum;

· a staffing structure;

· identification of phases and milestones for the development to opening including resourcing requirements; and

· provide critique and advice on pre and post exhibition planning;

Ms Gurian was paid a total of $74,070 in fees and $35,148 in expenses for the above consultancy services.   Payments were as follows:

Type
Dates




Cost


Service
06-13/11/99

 
  9528.34


Expenses
06-13/11/99




12789.59

Service
29/01-10/02/00

18338.10


Expenses
29/01-10/02/00

 

    115.05

Service
26/08-05/09/00

17550.27


Expenses
09/06-26/08/00



  4757.62

Service
25/11-02/12/00

12371.13


Service
08-15/04/01


16282.23


Expenses
06/03/2001




17486.12



Total


74,070.07
35,148.38

