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Question: 178

Topic: Employment of Ken Begg
Hansard Page: ECITA 90

Senator Carr asked:

When did Mr Begg’s employment begin?  What is the value of the contract?

Answer: 

Ken Begg and Associates Pty Ltd has provided consulting services to the National Gallery of Australia since 21 August 2000 in accordance with a contractual arrangement. Services are currently retained on a month to month basis.

A monthly charge of $7,108.37, GST exclusive, covering fees and expenses currently applies.
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Question: 179

Topic: Employment of Ken Begg
Hansard Page: ECITA 91

Senator Carr asked:

Will you be able to explain to me what Mr Begg’s duties are and what he was paid for the period covered by the annual report?

Answer: 

Ken Begg and Associates Pty Ltd provide media advice to the National Gallery of Australia. 

Liaison occurs on a regular basis with local and interstate journalists on a wide range of Gallery activities. This includes requests for information about Gallery exhibitions, works of art on loan, educational and other public programs, the acquisition and conservation of works of art and other activities.

Assistance is provided in drafting media statements and providing advice to staff on dealing with the media.

In the 2003/04 year, Ken Begg and Associates Pty Ltd was paid a total of $83,754.93. This sum covered the provision of the full range of services described above.
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Question: 180

Topic: Heath Services Australia Report
Hansard Page: ECITA 94

Senator Lundy asked:

Can you provide the Committee with copies of any reports done by Health Services Australia in relation to illness at the National Gallery. 

Answer: 

Health Services Australia provided advice to the National Gallery of Australia in correspondence dated 8 March 2002 and 15 April 2002. Copies of those letters are attached.
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Question: 181

Topic: Communication with Comcare

Hansard Page: ECITA 95

Senator Lundy asked:

Could you take it on notice to provide the Committee with the communication [to Comcare] on that specific matter?

Answer: 

A copy of the letter from Health Services Australia dated 8 March 2002 was provided to Comcare on 20 March 2002 and a copy of the letter dated 15 April 2002 on 3 May 2002. 
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Question: 182

Topic: Staff Illness
Hansard Page: ECITA 95

Senator Lundy asked:

In relation to staff illness at the National Gallery, I understand that, between July 2001 and December 2001, the Security Department alone reported 54 days of leave, which is a lot of leave. Was that information provided to Mr Wray?

Answer: 

The information was not provided to Mr Wray, although his meeting with members of the Gallery’s HRM Department in February 2002 did include discussion of analyses of sick leave absences that they had conducted.

As mentioned in evidence, 54 days leave over six months for the full time equivalent of approximately 40 security staff is not regarded as excessive.
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